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Build your dream home on one of 
our spectacular homesites. Or don’t. 


When you purchase a homesite 
at Quechee Lakes, it comes with 
an automatic membership to the 
exclusive Quechee Club, with 
two championship golf courses, 
no wait, and no initiation fee. 
Whether you build now, later. 
or not at alt. 

Lcarn morę about our homesites, 
starting at $60,000, and the 
Quechee Lakes community. 

Cali 1-888-592-2224 or visit 
(iuecheelakes.com. 
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Cover: Jennifer Wbite glides across the fields at 01e's Cross-Country Ski Center in 
Warren. The picture was one of thousands submitted for our Life in Vermont project. 
Photograph by Dennis Curran. 
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the Granite City 

By Mark Bushnell; photographed by Jeb Wallace-Brodeur 


Green Mountain Post Boy 


Vermont Foods: King Arthur Baking School . 

4F Landmarks: The Lakę Bomoseen Ice-Fishing Derby .. 
n Table Talk: Dining at Dot’s . 

m 

Back in Touch With... Porter Musie Box Company 

Vermont Heritage Awards . 

Inns & Outings: A Getaway for Women . 

Books of Vermont Interest: Stowe and Snów . 

Calendar of Winter Events . 

Picture Postscript . 


Natural Vermont, Close at Hand . 

A New Book of Landscape and Naturę Photography 
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AermontLife 



Managing Editor John Lazenby, left, and Editor Tom Slayton 
zuith a fezu of the thousands of images reuiezued for onr Life in 
Yermont photo project. 


A Very Special Issue 

L ast January, we here at 6 Baldwin Street came up with the 
notion of running a special issue built around a year of Ver- 
mont photos from our contributors and readers. We thought 
it would be a great way to cover a wider slice of life in Vermont. 

It turned out to be a whole lot morę. Shortly after we invited 
readers to send us their photos, the deluge began. In large envelopes 
and smali and via e-mail, they came, morę than 3,000 images in 
digital, film and print formats. We then went through many 
hours of reviewing and editing the photos, checking preliminary 
page designs, tracking down caption information and organizing 
the finał presentation. Ali this culminated in a five-hour layout 
session with our indefatigable art director Jan Hubbard. 

We were delighted with the finał result (see page 28), which, in 
addition to a wide spectrum of life in Vermont, showed reactions 
to the war in Iraq, our new Republican governor, James Douglas, 
and the first serious presidential candidate from Vermont sińce 
Calvin Coolidge, former Governor Howard Dean. (Some of the 
photos that didn't fit into the magazine can be seen on our Web 
site, www.vtlife.com, or will be in futurę issues.) 

Credit for managing the logistics of both the big photo spread and 
this issue's other work-intensive project, our "Coping with Win¬ 
ter" feature on pages 26-27, goes to some people at the magazine 
you rarely read about: In addition to Jan Hubbard's design worlc, our 
ever-resourceful production manager David J. Goodman turned all 
of our off-the-wall ideas into coherent cyber-layouts; trusted edi- 
torial assistants Ann Marie Giroux and Judy Powell put in many, 
many hours logging in all those thousands of photos and a room- 
ful of winter clothing — and then returning everything. Managing 
Editor John Lazenby worked long and hard on both projects. 

Without their labors this issue would never have happened. And 
that would be a shame ; we think it's a good one. And we sincerely 
hope that you do too. 



E-mail: tom.slayton@state.vt.us 
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The Latchis, Aldo Mernsi and Morę 

The story on the Latchis building in 
Brattleboro [Autumn 2003] recalls my in- 
troduction to life in Vermont. It was in 
that building in January 1946 that I was 
interviewed by Perry H. Merrill, Ver- 
mont State forester, for a job with his de- 
partment. I was hired and began a 
33-year career with the State. Author 
Mark Bushnell brought back many fond 
memories of Brattleboro, the Latchis, 
the people and too many other high- 
lights to relate. 

Fast forward to 1956-1968 and a 
family home in Proctor and office in 
Rutland. Author Susan Keese reminds 
me of Aldo Merusi, the Rutland Her¬ 
alda photographer and all of his ex- 
ploits. And not to forget, a young, new 
reporter for the Herald who would 
contact me, as chair of the Proctor 
School Board, about news from the 
town's outstanding school system. 
That reporter of long ago has sińce 
moved on to be the outstanding editor 
of Vermont Life. 

I also have a connection with the 
"Guru of Green," John Todd, and the 
exciting work he has done and is doing 
with The School of Natural Resources at 
UVM. As a member of the SNR Board of 
Advisers I have had the opportunity to 
meet him, listen to his lectures and ob- 
serve his wonderful work in "Using Na¬ 
turę to Clean Up After Man." 

Thank you. 

Jim Wilkinson 
Barre 

Jim Wilkinson is a former commis- 
sioner of the State Department of 
Forests , Parks and Recreation. —Editor 

It never fails that every time I get a 
new issue of Vermont Life I get home- 
sick and a little weepy. I grew up in Rut¬ 
land and with the Rutland Herald and 
Aldo MerusFs photographs. Those fea- 
tured in your Autumn issue brought 
back a lot of memories. I remember the 
American Legion paradę of '42, and I re¬ 
member Shangraw's (and McClelland 
and Howed Coffee Shop). 

I got my Brst job out of college at the 
Burlington Free Press, and it was the 
first step in a newspaper career that 
lasted until four years ago. 

For almost 30 years now I have lived 
in Arkansas, but Vermont was and is 
and will always be home. That knowl- 
(Continued on page 11) 


The Vermont Country Storę 

Purveyors of the Practical & Hard-To-Find 

We've Been Part of 
Vermont Life Since 1946 

In the same year that Vrest Orton founded The 
Vermont Country Storę, he began working with 
Walter Hard Sr., Arthur Wallace Peach, and 
Earle Newton on another venture: a new maga- 
zine that would capture the beauty and spirit of 
the State they loved. They named it Yermont Life. 


The Orton Family Business Since 1946 
Lytnan, Cabot, Garcbier, and Eliot Orton 


The Orton family and all of us at The Vermont 
Country Storę are proud of our connections with 
Vermont Life, which for all these years has 
promoted the values of the citizens of our State 
while depicting its incredible natural beauty. 

Lytnan Orton 




A Visit YouTl Long Remember 

The Vermont Country Storę is known in all 50 States through its Voice ofthe 
Mountains and Goods and Wares catalogues, but it is in our Stores that you'11 
find the heart of our business. At both the original storę in the picturesąue 
village of Weston and our second storę conveniently located right off 1-91 
in Rockingham, you'11 discover products you thought had long disappeared. 
Penny candy, Vermont Common Crackers", floursack towels—they're all 
here, along with many other useful, practical, and intriguing items. 
Interspersed among the merchandise—sometimes literally hanging from the 
rafters—are hundreds of artifacts from the past, which make shopping at 
The Yermont Country Storę like shopping in a museum, only a lot morę fun! 


Stocked to the rafters with hard-to-find goods! 


come visrr our stores 

Route 100, WESTON 
1-802-824-3184 

9-5 Mon.-Sat., Closed Sundays 
Extended Hours: July-Oct., 9-6 

Also visit The Bryant House Restaurant 
serving lunch daily at this location. 

Route 103, ROCKINGHAM 
1-802-463-2224 
9-5 Mon.-Sat., Sundays 10-5 
Extendfx> Hours: July-Oct., 9-6 

MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE 
T he Vermont Country Storę v 
Dept. 2472, PO. Box 128, Weston, VT 05161 
Cali for Free Catalogue 1-802-362-8440 

www.verinontcountrystore.coni 
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So Long, Fred 

F red Tuttle, the Tun- 
bridge dairy farmer 
who won national 
celebrity when his role in 
a movie spoofing Vermont 
politics began to morph 
into contemporary politi- 
cal reality, died this past 
fali at age 84. 

Tuttle was the star of the 
1996 film Man with a Plan, 
about an aging dairy farmer 
named Fred Tuttle who de- 
cided to run for Congress be- 
cause he needed the money. 
What other job could a lOth 
grade drop-out get that would 
pay $129,000 a year? So the 
fictional Tuttle ran on the slo¬ 
gan "Why Not?" and won in 
the movie, which was created 
by Tuttle's neighbor, film- 
maker John 0'Brien. 

Art began to imitate life 
when Tuttle announced his 
candidacy for the 1998 Repub- 


lican nomination for U.S. Sen- 
ate — and won. He subse- 
ąuently urged people to vote 
for the Democratic incumbent, 
Patrick J. Leahy, and after the 
election Tuttle confided in 
Leahy (who did, in fact, win 
re-election handily): 

"Pat, I had a terrible night- 
mare. I dreamed I got it!" 

People across the country 


Fred Tuttle salutes his 
public. 

responded to Tuttle's di- 
rectness, simple ways and 
sly wit. It undoubtedly 
would have pleased him 
that he received the lead 
obituary, a lengthy one, 
in The New York Times 
the day after his death. 

0'Brien said Tuttle 
was a genuine person 
whose friendship had 
iś meant a great deal to 
him. "He was a clown 
in the best sense of the 
word," 0'Brien told the 
Burlington Free Press. "He 
madę people laugh; he brought 
joy to people." 

Tuttle was buried in his 
trademark blue overalls and 
flannel shirt, with a pług of 
Red Man tobacco in the 
pocket and his cap with 
"Fred" emblazoned across it 
tucked under his arm. 



State Honse curator David 
Schiitz, left, textile conser- 
vator Michelle Pagan and 
histońan Don Wickman 
work on one ofVermont's 
Civil War flags. 

W ar is not only Heli; it's 
confusing Heli. In the 
bloody chaos of a Civil 
War battle, explosions rocked 
the air, comrades and leaders 
might be wounded or dead, 


Battle Flags Tell Stories of the Civil War 


clouds of black powder smółce 
obscured friend and foe alike. 

Sometimes the only way a 
soldier could know where his 
fellow soldiers were was by 
his unit's battle flag, held high 
above the swirling battle. It 
was a rallying point. " An offi- 
cer might die," says historian 
Don Wickman of Woodstock, 
"but the flag would remain. 
In some ways it was the real 
central element of a unit." 

Vermont's Civil War flags 
are important today as sym- 
bols of the historie conflict, 
Wickman believes, but also 
for the stories they tell. 

At the Battle of Tom's Brook 
in the Shenandoah Valley in 
1864, a Confederate surprised 
Sergeant James Wright of Rye- 
gate and demanded that he sur- 
render the unit's battle flag, 
which was all that Wright was 


carrying at the time. Wright 
refused, tumed on the Rebel 
and speared him with the 
flagstaffs sharp brass point. 

Sixty-eight of the flags car- 
ried by Vermont regiments 
were sealed in two glass cases 
in the vestibule of the Ver- 
mont House in 1871 and re- 
mained untouched until the 
first 34 were restored in the 
1980s. Now the remaining 34 
have been unfurled for the first 
time in 132 years. And as their 
conservation proceeds, the 
flags' stories are coming to 
light. 

Wickman held up a bullet- 
pocked flagstaff that was car- 
ńed in the 1864 Battle of Cedar 
Creek, in which Vermonters 
played a key role. There's a 
huge painting of the battle by 
Julian Scott and much other 
(Continued on Page 6) 




Top Hats, Magie and 
Calvin Coolidge 

A s ifby magie , the Presi- 
Zi cient Calvin Coolidge 
£ Ystate Historie Site has 
four elegant top hats to add to 
its collection ofclothing worn 
by the 30th president. 

Peter Land of Lebanon, 
New Hampshire, who do- 
nated the hats, said they were 
probably madę for President 
Coolidge during his White 
House years, 1923-1929. 
Land's grandfather, Edmund 
Land, was the caretaker at 
Grace Coolidge's residence, 
The Beeches, from 1933 to 
1936. The former first lady, 
always thoughtful and gener- 
ous, noted the interest her 
handyman's teenage son (also 
named Edmund) took in 
magie and gave the budding 
amateur magician the four 
hats to use as props. Young 
Edmund never turned profes- 
sional, but his son Peter 
fondly remembers family 
gatherings when his father 
pulled rabbits and other smali 
animals out of the presiden- 
tial headgear. 

The hats are in superb con- 
dition despite such use! 

The President Calvin 
Coolidge State Historie Site is 
open daily, late May through 
mid-October, 9:30a.m- 
5 p.m. For Information: (802) 
672-3773 or www. 
historicvermont. org. 

President Coolidge, 
wearing a top hat 
belieoed to be one of 
four recently 
donated to 
Vennont, 
escorts Grace 
Coolidge, 
circa 1925. 
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Last State House 
Elm Becomes a 
State Table 


W hat do you do with 
dead elm trees? You 
can't leave them 
standing, and they're really not 
much good for firewood. 

When the last of the elms on 
the State House lawn, a 146- 
year-old behemoth, suc- 
cumbed to Dutch elm disease, 
a group of Vermont wood- 
workers had an idea: fumiture. 
They sawed the dead elm into 
lumber and crafted it into two 
conference tables and a table- 
top podium for the Govemor's 
Conference Room. The tables 
were delivered this past fali. 

Govemor James Douglas de- 
scribed the transformation of 
the elm from dead tree to con¬ 
ference table as "an Odyssey." 
"It's not only a nice piece of 
furniture with a great story, 
but an example of the won- 
derful craftsmanship done by 
Yermonters," he said. 

Robert Bouvier of Vermont 
Woodnet, a non-profit organ- 
ization of woodworkers and 
wood-related businesses that 
organized the project, said the 
table was a gift in honor 
of the thousands of 
women and men 
who work in the 
Vermont wood prod- 
ucts industry. A total 
of 27 Vermont busi- 
: nesses helped design, 
craft and finance the 
tables. Ash from 
Shelburne Farms 
also went into the 
project. 



F ormer Vennont State Poet Louise Gliick 
has been named United States poet lau- 
reate. Gliick, a Pulitzer Prize winner 
and former resident of central Vermont, no w 
lives in Massachusetts and teaches at 
Williams College. The one-year appointment 
includes a $35,000 salary. 

Weaver and folksinger Norman Kennedy 
[Autumn 1988] of Marshfield has been chosen 
as a 2003 recipient of the 
nation's highest honor in 
folk and traditional arts, a 
National Heritage Fel- 
lowship from the Na¬ 
tional Endowment for the 
Arts (NEA). Kennedy's 
was one of 16 awards 
madę nationwide by the 
NEA this year. The Na¬ 
tional Heritage Fellow- 
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Norrnan Kennedy 


ships carry a one-time grant of $20,000 
and are madę annually to traditional 
artists chosen for their artistic ex- 
cellence, authenticity and eon 
tribution to their field. 

Snowboarder Ross Powers and 
his young protege Lukę Mitrani are 
now sponsored by Lego as the com¬ 
pany launches a new snowboarding 
toy. Powers, the international com- 



petitor and 
Olympic 

gold ^ Lukę Mitrani 
medalist, grew up in Southern 
Vermont and attended Stratton 
Mountain School. Mitrani, 13, 
lives in Stratton and attends SMS. 

He started snowboarding at 7, competing at 
9 and is the youngest person to ąualify for 
the ąuarterfinal round at the U.S. Open 
snowboarding competition held each March 
at Stratton. Both Powers and Mitrani are 
also sponsored by Vennont's Burton Snow- 
boards and a host of other companies. 

One of Vennont's favorite news reporters 
has a new name: Dad. WCAX-TV veteran 
Anson Tebbetts ["News and Moos," VL 
Summer 2002] and his wife Vicky are the 
beaming parents of Alden Cabot Tebbetts, 
who was bom September 11, the fifth gen- 
eration to cali the Cabot family farm home. 
His middle name pays homage to his home- 
town, but what about his first name? "We 
always liked the name Alden, and 
when Vermont Life sent out 
Alden Pellett to take photos 
for the article, that sealed it 
for us," says Anson. Ali re- 
ports indicate the little guy isn't 
one bit camera-shy. Congratulations! 

One of Lego's new riders 


Brattleboro Youngsters Aiming for Harris Hill 


A ttend the 82nd annual 
Harris Hill ski jump in 
Brattleboro February 14 
and 15 and, amid the jumpers 
from around the world, you'11 
see few if any locals tackling 
the state's only 90-meter slope. 

Harris Hill Ski Jump, a local 
nonprofit, is working to change 
that and bring hometown com- 
petitors back to the sport. 

The return of local ski-jump- 
ing lessons after a decade-long 
absence is just one way Brat¬ 
tleboro hopes to revive one of 
Vermont's oldest winter sports 
\VL, Winter 1998]. 

Fred Harris launched his 
town's ski-jumping tradition 
a 1 most a century ago by strap- 
ping wooden slats to his feet 
and catapulting off a snow-cov- 
ered ramp. The fact that Har¬ 
ris wrote in his diary that he 
broke his skis "all to pieces" 
didn't stop him from creating 


the jump in 1922 and hosting 
the first national jumping 
championship in the East two 
years later. 

Hugh Barber, a 53-year-old 
Brattleboro businessman, was 
the last local to retire the hill's 
Winged Ski Trophy by win- 
ning the annual jump in 1972, 
1973 and 1974. Younger 
schoolmates turned to other 
sports, leaving the jump to up- 
and-coming out-of-staters and, 
most recently, Austrians, 
Slovenians and Ukrainians. 

But now local children as 
young as 10 are learning to 
jump at practice slopes at 
nearby Vermont Academy in 
Saxtons River. Harris Hill has 
benefited from morę than 

Bridger Tyler, 10, of 
Brattleboro and co ach 
Alexei Sotskov dnring ski 
jumping practice at Vermont 

Academy in Saxtons River. 


1,000 feet of snowmaking pipę 
donated by West Dover's 
Mount Snów ski area and a 
$20,000 judging stand paid for 
by the Brattleboro Rotary Club. 
And volunteers hope to liter- 
ally raise the hilLs profile so 
skiers can jump higher and fly 
longer before landing. This 
would allow not only a return 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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STOP DIGGING 
FOR CHINA 


THE HIGHGATE BUFFET AND TOP WITH 
COMBINATION SHORT AND LONG DOORS 

ONE OF MANY DINING ROOM STORAGE OPTIONS 
DESIGNED AND HANDCRAFTED BY POMPANOOSUC MILLS 


800 718.8606 orwww.pompy.com 
For a free color catalog and locations 
throughout the eastern United States 



Pompanoosuc Mills 

We build furniture for life 


MADĘ IN YERMONT 



On the Web @ www.vtlife.com 




It's just impossible to get all the great Vermont stories into the maga- 
so visit our Winter Web site to find: 


Stone work from Ruth, Phoebe and Abigail Stone 
(see page 56), including poems by Ruth, an 
excerpt from AbigaiPs novel-in-progress, Still 
Life with eBay, and the first chapter of Phoebe's 
newest book, Sonata #7 for Riley Red. 

♦ Musie Box Sounds from Porter Musie Box Company 
(see page 21). 


SONAT 




♦ A recipe from the King Arthur Baking Education 
Center in Norwich (see page 8). 


♦ Some of the many photos that didn't fit into our 
Life in Yermont layout (see page 28). 





♦ 50 Years Ago in Vermont Life : 
Author Stewart H. Holbrook holds 
forth on the woodland empire of 
Essex County, Vermont's far 
northeast comer. 

These, plus links to many interesting 
Web sites, are at www.vtlife.com. 


L 


Look for the 

FORMIE labels throughout this issue. 



HARRIS HILL 

(Continued from page 5) 
of national competition, but also presti- 
gious events sanctioned by the Interna¬ 
tional Federation of Skiing. 

"We're launching a major Capital cam- 

paign," jump co-director Patricia How- 
« ell says, "to continue the tradition of ski 
1 jumping in Brattleboro for generations 
to come." 

For information: (877) 254-4565, 
www.brattleborochamber.org. 

— Kevin 0'Connor 

FLAGS 

(Continued from page 4) 

Civil War memorabilia at the State 
House. 

"This belonged to the lOth Yermont 
Regiment," Wickman said. "It held the 
American flag that was carried by 
Sergeant William Mahoney. Ple was car- 
rying it when he was killed in the finał 
charge at Cedar Creek." 

"These are part of the physical legacy 
that connects us to the Civil War," Wick¬ 
man said. "Preserving them is impor- 
tant. But the stories they carry are 
important too." 

After conservation, the flags will be 
stored in a controlled environment and 
displayed only for short periods. 

— Tom Slayton 
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Eight Named to 
Agricultural Hall of Famę 

Y ermont now has an Agricultural 
Hall of Famę and its first crop of 
eight inductees who have influ- 
enced the state's farming life. 

"We just felt it was time,- there are 
just so many great folks in Vermont 
agriculture," said Jackie Folsom, a 
Cabot farmer who helped create the 
new honor. 

Folsom said the idea originated from 
an "ad hoc kitchen table group" of farm- 
ers who came up with a nomination 
form and then sought nominations in 
farming circles. The group received 
about 30 nominations from which the 
honorees were selected last summer. 

The first members of Vermont's Agri¬ 
cultural Hall of Famę: the late Keith 
Wallace, Waterbury, farmer, former Yer¬ 
mont Farm Bureau president and legis¬ 
lator; the late Francis Howrigan, 
Fairfield, farmer, selectman, legislator; 
David Marvin, owner of Butternut 
Mountain Farm in Johnson, 1,000 acres 
of woodland producing mapie syrup, 
Christmas trees and other timber prod- 
uctS; Carolyn Jones, an award-winning 
dairy farmer from Hyde Park who has 
worlced to increase awareness of Yer¬ 
mont agriculture; Gloria Conant, Willis- 
ton, a former Vermont and National 
Dairy Farmer of the Year who kept the 
family farm in Richmond successful 
after the death of her husband in 1969 
and who has gone on to hołd State and 
regional agricultural positions; Dr. John 
A. Bramley, Burlington, of the Univer- 
sity of Yermont, a world leader in mas- 
titis research and an innovator in 
Yermont agricultural education,- Dr. 
Calvin Blessing, Randolph, who has 
strengthencd the dairy education pro¬ 
gram at Vermont Technical College in 
Randolph Center; Everett Willard, Or- 
leans, a long-time State Agency of Agri¬ 
culture employee known for his work 
with the mapie industry and in pro- 
moting Yermont agriculture. 

The eight were inducted into the Hall 
of Famę last summer at the Champlain 
Yalley Fairgrounds in Essex Junction, 
where their photos will be installed. 
Nomination forms for next year's group 
of four inductees can be obtained by 
calling Jackie Folsom at (802) 426-3579 
or e-mailing crkdhrks@aol.com. **< 




Chain Bracelet Collection 

the diamonds of 

Von Bargen’s 

Fine Diamonds and Jewelry Springfield, Burlington, Stratton VT, Hanover NH 


o 

JOHN HARDY 


Romantic. luxurious accommodations in Southern Vermont's historie 
Manchester Village. Contemporary European comfort foods. Walk 
to Spa, 4-season activities and great shopping. Seasonal packages. 

Reluctant Panther Inn & Restaurant 

Manchester Vi!lage, VT • 800.822.2331 

www.reIiictantpanther.coni 
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V e r m o n t Foods 

King Arthurs 

BAKING SCHOOL 


By Marialisa Calta 
Photographed by Jon Gilbert Fox 


T here are Vermonters who see 
winter as a signal to decamp to 
the Bahamas, but there are others 
of us who find it a time to hang close to 
home, stoke the fire, and bakę. Forget the 
coladas — bring on the cookies. And the 
bread, pies, tarts and cakes as well. 

To this end, the Baking Education 
Center at the King Arthur Flour Com¬ 
pany in Norwich can teach the once- 
and-future domestic gods and goddesses 
among us to turn out every manner of 
baked good with intensive, hands-on in- 
struction. This year's classes — which 
rangę from about two and a half hours to 
four days for home bakers and cost from 
$40 to $350 — include lessons in mak- 
ing pasta, pizza, bread, cakes, creme 
brulee and chocolate treats. Some classes 
are geared toward holiday food; some 
can accommodate bakers as young as 
four. Shannon Zappala, a spokeswoman 
for the company, said that about 2,000 
home bakers — and 100 professionals — 
take courses there each year. 

The Baking Education Center is near 
the company headąuarters, retail storę 
and production bakery, off Route 5 just 
south of the village of Norwich. The 
company, established in Boston in the 
late 1700s, located in Vermont sińce 1986 
and employee-owned sińce 1996, sells 
not only flour but all manner of cooking 
and baking ingredients and supplies 
through its storę, Baker's Catalogue and 
Web site. It also runs a bakery and offers 
occasional baking demonstrations in the 
storę. It's a prime destination for serious 
home bakers and some not-too-serious 
ones (like me) as well. 

Now when it comes to baking, I can 
make a decent pie or cake, but I've 
always felt that my bread lacked a certain 
je ne sais quoi. My crust was too soggy, 
the interior of the bread too dense. I 
always wondered if it is truły possible, 
given the limitations of the home oven, 
to bakę a creditable loaf. 

So it was that, on a late winter day last 
year, I found myself staring into a bowl 
containing a somewhat gray-looking 
gummy blob that was destined to be- 
come bread in a class called "Beauty & 
the Baguette." And so it also was that I 
found myself introduced to terms like 
// poolish ,/ (a bread starter, pronounced 
// poo-leesh ,, ) / couche ("koosh," the cloth 
upon which bakers allow their bread to 
rise) and lamę ("lahm," the sharp tool 
used to make score marks in the loaves 
of bread). I learned about the "extensi- 
bility" of dough, the property that 
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Food writer Marialisa Calta lives and 
bakes in Mapie Corner, Calais, fon Gilbert 
Fox lives in Hanover, New Hampshire. 


allows it to stretch without snapping 
back; about "crumb/ 7 the bread 7 s 
interior; and about preferments — 
like the poolish — that give the 
bread flavor and help it rise. I 
learned how to properly form a 
baguette, how to calculate the de- 
sired water temperaturę, how to hołd 
the lamę at the correct angle from 
the surface of the dough to ensure an 
aesthetically pleasing and pragmati- 
cally functioning cut. 

The 1,250-sąuare-foot classroom was 
airy, well-lit and scrupulously clean, 
with individual work stations set up on 
tables with hardwood tops — a good sur¬ 
face for bakers. Each student — and there 
were about 14 of us — had at his or her 
disposal a heavy-duty electric mixer, 
bowls, spoons and bread scrapers. Peter 
Reinhart, author of the acclaimed The 
Bread BakeTs Apprentice (Ten Speed 
Press, 2001) and one of several celebrity 
bakers who teach periodically at King 
Arthur, said in a telephone interview 
from Providence, Rhode Island, where he 
teaches at Johnson & Wales University, 
that the facilities at the flour company 
are "terrific" for teachers and students. 

"I am often called upon to give classes 
in kitchens that are set up morę for cook- 
ing than balang/ 7 Reinhart said. 77 At 
King Arthur, there are plenty of mixers, 
plenty of ovens — there 7 s a lot of space, 
which is just what bakers need. 77 He said 
the excellent ąuality of balced goods 
offered at the store 7 s balcery also 7/ sets a 
great example and a high standard 77 for 
home bakers. 


The Bakers Catalogue and Storę 


The retail space at King Arthur Flour gives the home baker what 
the Orvis storę in Manchester gives the fly fisherman — a massive 
dose of sensory overload and an amazing variety ofsupplies for 
the enthusiast. The King Arthur storę offers such esoteric ingredients 
as Fiori di Sicilia (an essence ofcitrus and vanillin, $4.95 for a 
1-ounce bottle), an incredible rangę offlours (including chestnut 
flour, tapioca flour and flax flour) and a huge array of equipment, 
from a $2 dough scraper to a $500 Swedish-made mixer. The storę 
also stocks a variety of cookbooks, including the newly published 
King Arthur Flour Baker's Companion ($35), an addendum to the 
venerable King Arthur Flour 200th Anniversary Cookbook ($25), 
written in 1990. Storę hours are Monday through Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m and 
Sunday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The catalog, which contains most ofthe items sold in the 
storę, can be found online at www.kingarthurflour.com or reached at (800) 827- 
6836. A gift registry is also availabie. 




The instructor for 7/ Beauty &. the 
Baguette 77 was Richard Miscovich, King 
Arthur 7 s head bread baker, who stood 
at a table over which hung a large, can- 
tilevered mirror that allowed the stu¬ 
dents to watch his movements from 
their own work stations. Most of us, 
however, just crowded around him when 
we felt the need to watch closely. 

rnn yf]Df ,A Kin S Arthur baguette 

luli ll/l UIIL recipe is on page 10; for a 
mapie combread recipe from BakeTs 
Companion, visit www.vtlife.com. 

Baking a good baguette may not offi- 
cially ąualify as rocket science, but it 7 s 
close. Miscovich prefers using the poolish 
preferment — madę by mixing flour, a 
pinch of yeast and water calibrated to the 
exact temperaturę through an elaborate 
eąuation involving flour temperaturę, 


Students learn to make a beautiful baguette at the King Arthur Baking Education 
Center in Norwich. Opposite page, Richard Misconich, the head bread baker. 


room temperaturę and the 7/ friction fac- 
tor 77 of the mixer, plus some other vari- 
ables, and left to ferment for 15 hours. (We 
were each supplied with a batch of al- 
ready-made poolish.) Then comes the 
usual round of mixing — morę water, 
flour, yeast and a bit of sea salt — and then 
the kneading, proofing and forming into 
loaves familiar to anyone who has ever 
madę yeast bread. Then there 7 s the balang. 

Miscovich, a tali, thin, intense 35- 
year-old sporting a long braid and chef 7 s 
white hat, put us through our paces 
briskly but genially. He wallced around 
the classroom, nodding encouragement, 
and was able to rescue my oddly shaped 
loaves with a few deft strokes. He offered 
gentle advice and recommended several 
books for further bread study. 

Morris Boi, a retired family doctor in 
Norwich, was one such student. After 
class, he told me recently, he went home 
and began baking up a storm, using the 
poolish method and other preferments. 
(He decided that, like Miscovich, he 
prefers the poolish.) He jury-rigged his 
home oven with copper pipę to introduce 
steam to the baking process. "Through- 
out the late spring, I madę all of our 
baguettes, 77 he said with pride. He went 
on baking hiatus for the summer. 

Then there are other students, like 
me, who decided that in the end there 
are so many great artisan bakers in Ver- 
mont that I don 7 t really need to bakę 
baguettes. But a good creme brulee is 
hard to come by. Come to think of it, a 
good creme brulee is something I 7 d like 
to know how to make, and I lcnow just 
where I can take a class. ^ 
















KING ARTHUR 






^ ^Pamper yourself with hands-on baking 
^ instruction, delectable baked goods and 
premium baking in^redients and tools. 


Dedicated To The Pure Joy Of Baking. 

The Bakers Storę 

Norwich, Vermont . 802.649.3361 . www.bakerscatalogue.corn 
Storę and bakery hours: Monday-Saturday 9 to 6, Sunday 9 to 4 




Baguette Recipe 

Poolish 

114 cups (514 ounces) King Arthur un- 
bleached all-purpose flour 

A cup + 3 tablespoons (SA ounces) cool 
(approximately 60°F) water 
pinch of instant yeast 
Dough 

2A cups (11 ounces) King Arthur un- 
bleached all-purpose flour 
1A teaspoons instant yeast 
all of the poolish 

A cup + 3 tablespoons (5 Z ounces) cool 
(approximately 60°F) water 
1 A teaspoons (A ounce) sea salt 
Make the poolish: Combine flour, 
water, yeast; mix until well-blended. Let 
poolish rise at 70°F for 15 hours. It 
should dome slightly and look aerated 
and spongy. Work with the dough before 
it starts to fali, as it will be at its opti¬ 
mum flavor and vigor then. 

Make the dough: Place flour and yeast 
in bowl of mixer. Pour some of the water 
around the edges of the poolish to loosen 
it. Pour the poolish and water onto the 
flour. Using a dough hook, mix the 
dough on Iow speed for 3 minutes, 
adding morę water if necessary to bring 
the dough together. The dough should 
look a little sticky but elear the sides of 
the bowl. Add the salt and mix on sec- 
ond speed for 4 minutes, clearing the 
dough from the hook after 2 minutes. 
Dough should be 75° to 78°F. 

Transfer the dough to a lightly oiled 
bowl (or oil your mixer bowl and leave 
the dough in there). Cover it, and let it 
rise for 1 A hours, folding it over after 
the first 45 minutes; morę freąuently, if 
the dough is very slack or wet. 

Divide dough in half; gently pre-form 
into logs. Let rest 20 minutes,* shape into 
baguettes. Proof the baguettes, covered, 
with a linen or cotton couche (or a cot- 
ton tea towel) until they're about 85 per- 
cent risen, 30 to 40 minutes. 

Place cast-iron skillet on the lowest 
oven rack. Preheat oven and baking 
stone to 500°F. Just before putting the 
loaves in, score several times with blade 
at 30-degree angle to the surface. Pour 
boiling water into the hot skillet to cre- 
ate steam; immediately put loaves on the 
hot baking stone. Immediately reduce 
oven to 450°F ; continue baking 25 min¬ 
utes. Remove loaves when a deep, golden 
brown ; transfer to a wire rack to cool. 
Yield: 2 baguettes 
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LETTERS 

(Continued from page 3) 

edge is reinforced every time I get an 
issue of your wonderful magazine. 

Hazel Kingsbury Ashcraft Jump 
Jonesboro, Arkansas 

On page 41 ["The Legacy of Aldo 
Merusi"] there is a picture of a lOlst 
Airborne soldier getting his boots shined. 
Would you know the name of this per¬ 
son, as I was in the lOlst Airborne at 
that time and lived in Rutland. I am 
now 85 years old, and it would be nice 
to touch base with anyone who may 
have served in the lOlst at that time. 
Harry Barker 
St. Cloud, Florida 

Merusi caption information is diffi- 
cult to find, so if any of our readers know 
the answer, please let us know. — Editor 

Morrisville's Black Bug 

"The Black Bug" [Autumn 2003] was 
a good story well told. Bill Schubart is to 
be commended for immortalizing a bit of 
Morrisville (pre-deluge). I piclced up your 
handsome magazine for the first time in 
a big bookstore because my wife's father 
recently purchased as a retirement place 
an old property, a brick, siatę and granite 
home from 1820, in the heart of Mor- 
risville. I was happy to see a story about 
Morrisville, but then to discover this tale 
in the hands of a master ... Schubart pro- 
vides another reason to consider the 
beauty of a town as something found be- 
neath the proverbial skin — he gets what- 
ever poetic license he wants. 

Jeff Blanchard 
Brewster, Massachusetts 

Thinking About Vennont Forming 
I want to thank the Staff at Vermont 
Life for addressing the sensitive and 
bona fide predicament that faces the 
hardworking farmers of Vermont. The 
article entitled "Three Farms" [Sum- 
mer 2003] accurately addresses the 
plight (and I do think this is the appro- 
priate word) of dairy farmers and their 
ability to both maintain a rewarding 
lifestyle and to uphold traditional Ver- 
mont values so that we flatlanders 
keep coming back. VL should be ap- 
plauded for illuminating issues that 
are staggeringly topical yet simultane- 
ously critical of the State it serves to 
beautify within its pages. 

John MalcolnTs ąuote within this ar¬ 
ticle draws attention to the fact that 
(Continued on page 77) 



AUlvlil&s 


Cross Country Skiing, Snowshoeing, Sleigh Rides, Ice Skating 
Petite Spa, Fine Dining & morę. Breathtaking natural beauty 
every season, every experience! 


ckui&Ktiłh; 

JUST 11 MILES FROM KILLINGTON! 



www.deerfieldvillagefurniture.com 


World-Class 
Furniture Handcrafted 
in Northern Vermont 

Visit our 

Vermont showrooms 

1 66 SOUTH MAIN, STOWE 

802 253-5251 

HISTORIC MAIN STREET 
MANCHESTER 

802 362-0299 

CALL FOR OUR CATALOG 

802 748-4448 
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Landmarks 

Lakę Bomoseens IceTishing Derby 


By Dennis Jensen 

Photographed by 

Jerry LeBlond 



A deluxe fishing shanty, on the ice dnring last year's Lakę Bomoseen Ice-Fishing 
Derby; below, a fisherman prepares to fish. 


A s the wind comes up along the 
broad expanse of ice on Lakę 
Bomoseen, four ice fishermen 
shiver together, using their ice shanty 
as a windbreak. Three other anglers in 
the group, braver or tougher or dumber, 
are standing out in the open, talking 
about deer hunting, ice fishing and 
how cold it is. 

It is 20 below zero, with a wind chill 
that pushes the temperaturę to at least 
30 below. And the fish are not biting. 

But spirits are high, due to the natu- 
ral boyish enthusiasm of all anglers, 
and the talk, once morę, turns to the 
frigid day. 

"What are we doing out here?" Lynch, 
50, asks Bob Walker, who trekked all 
the way up from Matawan, New Jersey, 
to fish in the 25th Annual Lalce Bom¬ 
oseen Ice-Fishing Derby. 

Walker, whose mustache and beard 
are coated with a thiclc layer of ice, is 
ice fishing for the first time. He mum- 
bles something about how cold it is, 
grabs a skimmer and goes from one 


hole in the ice to the next, methodi- 
cally breaking and then removing the 
thin layer of ice that began to form in 
the ice holes only minutes after the 
previous skimming. Walker, 56, does 
not stop until he has cleared the new 
ice from some 40 holes. 

The door to the shanty suddenly opens 
and a head pops out. 


"ChilLs about mady," says the cook. 

The seven men troop into the 5-by-12- 
foot shanty one or two at a time and re¬ 
turn to the ice with steaming bowls of 
venison chili. 

They wash the chili down with hot 
coffee or bottles of beer that ooze ice 
when the tops are twisted off. Satis- 
fied, the anglers go back to clearing ice 
holes, checking tipups, warming up in 
the shanty and standing around, wait- 
ing. Ice fishermen do a lot of waiting. 

The two-day derby, sponsored by the 
Castleton Lions Club, is a favorite of 
local fishermen. There are other derbies 
around Vermont, but Lakę Bomoseen's 
gets raves because of its down-home 
flavor. A good payout in cash prizes for 
the biggest fish also draws anglers from 
around New England. 

Matt Cole, who grew up in the area 
and now lives in nearby Whitehall, New 
York, caught a 4-pound northern pikę on 



HOW TO GO 

The 26th Lakę Bomoseen Ice-Fishing Derby runs from 6 a.m. 
February 14 through 3 p.m. February 15. Entry fee is $15. There 
will be a total of $2,500 in prize money for four places in each 
of four categories: northern pikę , bass, trout, perch. There will 
be food, door prizes and a 50-50 drawing both days. Derby head- 
quarters is at Crystal Beach. For morę information, cali Tom's Bait 
and Tackle in Castleton at (802) 265-8654. 
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Saturday morning but slipped the fish 7 
alive, back into the ice hole. He has been 
fishing this derby long enough to know 
a pikę that size won't even ąualify for the 
fish board. 

"This is my favorite derby," Cole, 29, 
says. "This is like a hometown, Rut- 
land County derby. The people are 
friendly and everybody, just about every- 
body, knows everybody else." 

Weather is always a factor. Cole says 
the exceptionally cold conditions have 
affected this and other derbies in recent 
weeks. The fish just have not been 
biting, he says. 

"When we started fishing yesterday, it 
was 20 below. The wind chill had to be 
35 below," Cole says. "Fve never seen it 
this cold in this derby." 

Unseasonably warm weather has 
hampered the derby in a few recent 
years, forcing the Lions to hołd the 
event earlier. 

At derby headąuarters at the Crystal 
Beach swimming area in Castleton, 
the fish board on which catches are 
displayed is fuli, with the exception of 
a vacancy for a fourth-place pikę. Lions 
Club members are busy selling hot cof- 
fee, hamburgers and hot dogs from a 
trailer. Despite the work, there's still 
time for a few pranks. Lions Club derby 
chairman Landy Danforth heads to the 
portable john in the parking lot, and 
another Lion waits a moment, then be- 
gins to rock the fiberglass outhouse 
back and forth. 

"Very funny," Danforth yells out 
from inside the john. A group of five 
Lions standing nearby break out in 
unified laughter. 

The fish board is a big attraction 
for both competitors and the public. 
Moms bring their children along to 
give the kids a glance at just how big 
the fish in the lakę can get. Anglers 
stop by during the day or just before 
dark to see what they have to beat 
should they happen to hoolc into a 
big one. 

Stretching from Hubbardton to Castle¬ 
ton, the nine-mile-long lalce — the 
largest body of water entirely within the 
state's borders — has healthy popula- 
tions of northern pikę, largemouth and 
smallmouth bass, brown trout, yellow 
perch and a variety of pan fish such as 
bluegill and pumpkinseed. 

During the deep winter months, Lakę 
Bomoseen is marked by an abundance of 


ice-fishing shanties, testimony to the 
popularity of ice fishing, the ąuantity 
of fish and the ąuality of the fishing. 

Stan Patch Jr. of Castleton has been in- 
volved in the derby sińce he joined the 
Lions Club back in 1983. 

"I thinlc Lakę Bomoseen has it all," he 
says. "It's a tremendous fishery. It's not 
unusual to catch a five-pound brown 
trout or a seven-pound bass. And they're 
talcing northern pikę that go 16, 17, 18 
pounds. There's a whole lot of shanties 
and a camaraderie on the lalce that 
we've seen over the years." 

About 50 yards from the Lynch- 
Wallcer shanty, Tracey Sheldriclc is out 
on the ice, deep-frying meat from a wild 
turlcey he shot the previous spring. The 
28-year-old West Haven resident has a 
few friends with him, but they're inside 
the shanty, playing cards. 

"Ice fishing is a nice wind-down from 
the work week," he says. Despite the 
slow pace this year, says Sheldriclc, "I 
wouldn't miss all of this for nothing." 

Sheldriclc lilces to lceep his shanty 
warm. A nearby fisherman drops in for 
a visit, but emerges a short while later, 
shalcing his head in disbelief. 

"Believe it or not, it's 110 degrees in 
that shanty," he says. "110 degrees. He's 
got a thermometer in there to prove it." 

Earlier Saturday, the guys from the 
next shanty over watched in envy as 
Sheldriclc hoolced and landed a very nice 
fish. He reeled in a 3-pound brown trout. 
Just out of the water, the fish's spectac- 
ular speckled sides flashed against a 
baclcdrop of snów. 

Fishermen are always glad to see the 
guy next to them catch a good fish. It re- 
inforces the belief that, at any moment, 
a fish will hit their bait. That goes a 
long way when it's 20 below zero and 
you still haven't had a flag up. 

After shouts of approval, the anglers 
with Walker and Lynch walk over and 
admire Sheldrick's trout. It was still 
hanging on the fish board at sunset Sat¬ 
urday, but a heavier one bumped it off 
the next day. 

The derby got its start thanks to Tom 
Evanoika, 59, who has run Tom's Bait 
and Tackle in Bomoseen for 30 years 
and is considered an authority on fishing 
the lakę. 

Each year, the Lions dedicate their 
derby to "Bomoseen Bob" Newton, who 
taught Evanoilca some of the finer points 
of fishing. Evanoilca started the derby 




Old-Fashioned Perfection 
from the Trails to the Table 


Greensboro - Craftsbury 
Snowbelt 


Caspian Lakę 
Greensboro, Vermont 
802-533-2647 


www.HIGHLANDLODGE.com 


_ 


CRAFTSBURY 

OUTDOORCENTER 

In Vermonfs Beautiful Northeast Kingdom 

Cross-Country Skiing at its best. 

Lodging, all meals & skiing 
starting at $70, 

Banknorth 
Craftsbury 

Marathon & Gourmet To^jr 
January 31, 2004 | 

stay@craftsbury 
www.craftsbury.com 802-586-7767 


Woodstock 
Ski Touring 
Center 

Rt. 106 Woodstock, Yermont 05091 



Completc Nordic skiing facility with ski shop. 
60 km of ski and snowshoe trails, many in 
Vermont’s only national park. 

Cali 802-457-6674. 

Lodęint^ski plans available with the Woodstock Inn. 

Cali 800-448-7900. 
Email@woodstockinn.com 
www.woodstockinn.com 



For the largest selection 
^^^Country of fine homes and condos 

f ,1 in the area cali 

f 1 253 8132 

V y 1 800-639-1990 

56 Park Street 

Stowe. Vermont 

Visit us at www.stowecountryrentals.com 
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Make Yourself 

COMFORTABLE 


There s no better time than now to experience the comfort and handcrafted ąuality of 
Harden upholstery furniture. With plenty of styles to choose from, and fabrics and 
leathers to match any decor, you’11 have morę reason than ever to sit back and relax. 

Visit These Fine Dealers Near You 


Haynes & Kane 

Route 7 A 

Bennington, VT 05201 
Phone: 802-442-9100 
Fax: 802-447-2406 


DeForge Brothers 

76 Hegeman Avenue 
Colchester, VT 05446 
Phone: 802-655-3730 
Fax: 802-655-6182 



Birdseye Building Company 


Richmond. Vt. 


802.434.2112 


www.BirdseyeBuilding.com 
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25 years ago and turned it over to the 
Lions the following year. 

"The reason I picked the Lions to take 
over the derby is they keep the money 
they make in the area," Evanoika says. 
Ali profits go to local charities, youth 
events and scholarships. 

It's even colder on the second day. 
The temperaturę just before sunup is 
22 below, but a nasty wind whipping 
from the north makes it feel colder, if 
that is possible. 

Jim Lynch is on the ice before anyone 
in the seven-man entourage, drilling new 
holes and setting out tipups, some of 
which are frozen solid from fishing the 
day before. He curses a little, telling any¬ 
one who will listen that some yahoo 
forgot to bring the tipups home the night 
before to thaw. 

Spirits are not running as high today, 
and the seven anglers huddled around 
the shanty are moving even morę slowly. 

Walker caught the only fish taken 
by the group during the two-day derby. 
He pulled it through an ice hole on the 
morning of the first day. It was a smali 
northern pikę that didn't have a 
chance at the fish board. But Walker 
wasn't convinced. On the second day, 
he is bemoaning the fact that he re- 
leased the fish; he's now surę it would 
have ąualified. 

"Hey, Bob, I don't think that fish 
was even legał," Lynch says with 
morę than a touch of sarcasm. A pikę 
must be 20 inches long to be kept. "I 
don't think yours was 15 inches," 
Lynch says. 

"Are you kidding me?" Walker says, 
stretching his hands two feet apart. "He 
was at least this big." 

The derby ended at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
but the smali group of anglers arrived 
at a decision a couple of hours earlier. 
It was time to pick up the gear and 
head home. 

"Hey, we gave it our best shot," Lynch 
says. 

"The fish just weren't biting, that's 
all," Sheldrick chimed in. 

Then, through the ice crusted in and 
around his beard, Walker, the ice-fishing 
rookie, pipes up: "Just remember who 
caught the only fish in the group!" 


Dennis Jensen is outdoor editor for the Rut- 
land Herald-Times Argus, ferry LeBlond 
lives in Sherburne and freąuently photo- 
graphs winter sports. 









































T a b l e Talk 

Dining at Dot’s in Wilmington 

Wńtten and Photographed by Berne Broudy 



Patty and John Reagan , owners ofDot's, the home offine diner food and 
award-winning chili. Behind them is kitchen manager Tommy Tobin. 


1 t's a chilly early Octo- 
ber Saturday morning 
and the linę in front of 
Dot's Restaurant wraps out 
the door and down the 
cracked sidewallc, over the 
bridge and toward Wilm- 
ington's main intersection. 

Waiting diners are smiling 
and chatting, occasionally 
stamping their feet to keep 
the circulation moving, 
generally unconcerned that 
it'll be 15 minutes to a half 
hour before they're seated 
and a few minutes morę 
before they can sinic their 
forlcs into Dot's famous 
Berry Berry Pancakes or dip their spoons 
into the award-winning Jailhouse Chili. 

"Half hour, 45 minutes ..." says Eileen 
Sprigman as she waits. "As long as it 
takes Fil wait. I won't wait for breakfast 
anywhere else, but this is an institution!" 

Inside, the restaurant is toasty, and 
plates of eggs over easy with Canadian 
bacon and home fries are flying out of 
the kitchen and sliding down the counter 
to hungry patrons in fleece and flannel. 
Owners John and Patty Reagan say it's not 
unusual for customers to travel to Ver- 
mont from New York or Boston for their 
pancakes. "We make real people's food," 
John beams proudly, wiping his hands on 
a stained apron. "Our customers come 
from near and far. It 7 s almost lilce eating 
here becomes a family tradition." 

In the middle of the weekend hub- 
bub, Bob MacArthur worlcs his way 
through the crowd to ask directions. 
He knows where to come for friendly 
service even though this time he's not 
in search of breakfast. "Before I re- 
tired," he says, "I used to have break¬ 
fast here every Monday morning on my 
way from Lebanon, New Hampshire, to 
North Adams, Massachusetts." 


The building that houses Dot's has been 
a restaurant of sorts for morę than 100 
years. Originally a generał storę and soda 
fountain, it became a full-fledged restau¬ 
rant in 1930, survived the flood of '38 
(the only building left standing on the 
north side of the Street) and in the 1960s 
became Dot's, run by Dot and Dudę Spar- 
row. John Reagan bought the restaurant in 
1980 after deciding that visits to Vermont 
from his home in New York were no 
longer enough; he wanted to stay. 

At the time, Dot's had been closed for 
a year, but the yintage neon sign still 
swung proudly out front, and Reagan re- 
opened the restaurant with the same 
name. "It's one of only two neon signs in 
Southern Vermont," he says. "You can't 
hang neon signs anymore around here, so 
I decided to keep it." 

When Reagan, who had worlced in 
restaurants in New York and Vermont, 
toolc over the restaurant, he did as any 
new proprietor would: He madę a few 
changes. Vintage tables were rearranged 
to give the place a fresh feel, hut opening 
day brought surprises for the new pro¬ 
prietor. "We open at 5:30," recounts Rea¬ 
gan. "At five, patrons started filing in. 


The coffee was already 
brewing, and they helped 
themselves and waited in 
the darlc until we opened. 
Then they started rear- 
ranging the tables." The 
regulars were just that, 
and each had his special 
spot. Reagan chuckles and 
shalces his head. "Their 
initials had been carved in 
those old tables where 
they were accustomed to 
sitting, and Pil be darned if 
they didn't put 'em bacie 
to the exact spot they had 
always been in." The reg¬ 
ulars still come at five and 
wait until the grill is hot and it's time for 
breakfast. 

It wasn't until 1987 that Patty and 
John met. At the time, Patty Bemis 
worlced as a waitress at Dot's, but only 
for a few short months. "John fired me!" 
she says. "The policy was he wouldn't 
datę the help. I was late a lot, so really I 
deserved it anyway, but I didn't lcnow he 
had ulterior motives." 

It's ąuickly obvious why this union of 
genuine Vermonter and Long Island 
transplant worlcs. They love what they 
do, and they're as genuine and down- 
home as their coolcing. In an industry no- 
torious for high turnover, John and 
Patty's staff have been around for so long 
they're as much family as employees. 
Tommy Tobin, the kitchen manager, 
has been at Dot's for 13 years. Michelle 
Bemis, Patty's former sister-in-law, is a 
cheery waitress with 14 years of experi- 
ence at Dot's and a reputation for speedy 
service. Shirley Sullivan, her brother 
Eddie, and Barbara Bird have 14, seven 
and 10 years respectively. Says John, 
"We work together. I like to thinlc there's 
respect going both ways, and what goes 
around comes around." 
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TABLE TALK 


Fortunately what goes around at Dot's 
are delicious choices like banana pan- 
cakes with banana chunlcs and Vermont 
mapie syrup or Cajun Skillet, a Louisiana- 
spiced combination of home fries, eggs, 
sausage, peppers, onions and cheese. 

Though at first glance Dot's menu 
looks like any dineris, when the steam- 
ing plates are set on the counter, it's 
hard not to crane your neck for a peek at 
whatever delicious treats just came out 
of the kitchen. "We use the freshest in- 
gredients we can get," says John. "That's 
why we use syrup from the Bemis farm, 
right down the road." 

As I sit devouring my own stack of 
Berry Berry Pancakes, a blueberry, rasp- 
berry, blackberry, strawberry extrava- 
ganza drowned in Patty's parents' mapie 
syrup, and once voted the Best Breakfast 
in Ski Country by Ski magazine, I notę 
that people come for the companion- 
ship as much as the food. Everyone 
shakes John's hand, hugs Patty and has 
a few words of local news or chiding 
Vermont humor as they walk by and see 
the journalist from out of town taking 
notes and eating at the same time. "To 
heli with the food," says John Harvey of 
Andover. "I thinlc the proprietors are 
funny." Harvey grew up in Wilmington 
and has been eating at Dot's sińce he 
was three. 

Whoever wanders into Dot's is treated 
to the same hearty, satisfying food and 
friendly service. Maybe that's why 
Howard Dean, another freąuent Dot's 
breakfast customer, kiclced off his first 
three runs for governor of Vermont at 
Dot's. Actress Jessica Lange, who often 
visits the Wilmington area, is a regular, 
and between Tours de France, cyclist 
Lance Armstrong, racing mountain bilces 
at Mount Snów, has stopped in to dine. 

Carl and Lisa Rachmuth, whose pri- 
mary residence is in Manhattan, have 
been coming to Dot's on weekends for 15 
years. "Tommy is the best cook," Lisa 
confides. "You know, Dot's is one of my 
favorite restaurants in the world, even 
though I live in New York City." 

The Reagans show me around the 
restaurant. On the walls are historie pic- 
tures from the building's soda fountain 
days. Not a whole lot has changed here, 
though at some point in his 23-year own- 
ership John renovated the building so the 
pipes wouldn't freeze on sub-zero winter 
mornings. The restaurant is a slice of 
Americana with elements of another era. 


There's a corkboard in the back plastered 
with business cards and community an- 
nouncements haphazardly tacked over 
one another. Iris an impressive collection 
for a restaurant that seats 50. But, as Doris 
diners say over and over, the restaurant is 
a community gathering place as much 
as a place for good eats. Iris where you 
come to watch the flood, the start of the 
duck race or the Memoriał Day paradę, as 
well as where you come to fili your belly 
with a hot and hearty breakfast, lunch or 
dinner. Asked whether they plan to open 
another Doris or move onto another ven- 
ture, John and Patty laugh. "We've got our 
hands fuli here," says John. "We make a 
good living and so does our Staff. So we're 
here to stay." 


Berne Broudy is a Richmond-based fiee- 
lance writer and photographer. 

How to Go 

Doris, at 3 West Main Street (Route 9) 
in downtown Wilmington, is open from 
5:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily (Friday and 
Saturday until 9 p.m.). Breakfast is 
served until 3 p.m. Prices rangę from 
$2 to $7 for breakfasts, $4 to $8 for 
lunches and $10 to $15 for dinners,- (802) 
464-7284. 

If you come on a summer Sunday 
morning, be prepared to wait. Everything 
on Doris menu is topnotch, but the Jail- 
house Chili has won the First Place Peo- 
ple's Choice Award at the Vermont State 
Chili Cook-Off five times, and in 2002 
and 2003 took the First Place Judges' 
Restaurant Award and, in 2003, First 
Place for Vermonter Chili. If you're in the 
mood for eggs, order Chef Tommy's chili 
omelet for the best of both worlds. The 
homemade bread selections are as good 
in Doris French toast as they are served 
up with butter and jam. The melt-in- 
your-mouth Berry Berry Pancakes earned 
their outstanding reputation. 

For lunch, the Reuben is as much 
praised as the raspberry marinated 
chicken salad. Doris black Angus beef 
burger is as savory as the restauranris 
melted cheese and veggie pita pocket.The 
house dinner specialties — homemade 
meatloaf and homemade chicken cor- 
don bleu — make Doris dinners almost 
as popular as the restauranris breakfasts. 
Friday night locals favor the roast turkey 
with cranberry sauce, mashed potatoes, 
stuffing, gravy and a side of salad. Tues- 
day and Thursday iris fish and chips. 



Southern Yermont: 


ARUNGTON 

Arlington s West Mountain Inn. Nestled 
on 150 mountainside acres overlooking the Fa- 
mous Battenkill. Hike, cross-country ski or 
visit with our llamas. Full-service country inn 
with scenie views and fine country dining sur- 
rounded by a comfortable ambiance where the 
“warmth extends beyond the fireplace.” Din¬ 
ner and brunch reservations required. “Wed- 
dings our Specialty.” Handicapped Accessible. 
Carlson Family, Innkeepers. Route 313, Ar- 
lington, 802-375-6516, fax: 802-375-6553, 
www.westmountaininn.com. 

BENNINGTON 

Paradise Motor Inn. OfFering 76 rooms 
and suites. Cable TV, data ports. Some in- 
clude private balconies or patios, others ofFer 
relaxing jacuzzis and saunas. Nearby to 
downtown shops and restaurants, theater and 
every attraction in Southwestern Yermont. 
Close to five major ski areas, cross-country 
skiing, and YA.S.T. snowmobile trails. 141 
W. Main St., Bennington, VT 05201, (802) 
442-8351, www.theparadisemotorinn.com. 

MANCHESTER 

Palmer House Resort Motel. Located on 
20 acres. 9-hole par 3 golF, tennis, heated 
outdoor/indoor lap pool, stocked trout pond. 
Luxurious rooms include all amenities. New 
suites with fireplace, jacuzzi and private bal- 
cony overlooking the surrounding Green 
Mountains. Dine at Famous “Ye Olde Tav- 
ern” adjacent in a historie 1790 setting. Light 
Continental breakfast available. U.S. 7 A 
North, Manchester Ctr., VT 05255-0657, 
(802) 362-3600 or (800) 917-6245 For 
reservations, www.palmerhouse.com. 

Reluctant Panther Inn & Restaurant. 
Romantic 21-room country inn ofFers luxuri- 
ous rooms and suites with fireplaces (some 
with 2), Jacuzzi tubs, and stunning mountain 
views in Southern Vermont’s historie Man¬ 
chester Village. Walk to The Equinox Resort 
and Spa For discounted spa services, and 4- 
season activities. Shopping, skiing, theater, 
restaurants, arts, culture nearby. Fine dining 
with a first-class winę list. Seasonal packages. 
39 West Road, Manchester, VT 05254, 

(800) 822-2331, www.reluctantpanther.com. 
(See our ad on page 7.) 

NEWFANE 

Four Columns Inn. Escape to Southern 
Vermont to “...a magical handFul oFbuild- 
ings on the Green oF a Fairytale village.” Eas- 
ily accessible From NYC (4 hours), Boston 
(2.5 hours), and HartFord (1.5 hours). James 
Beard award-winning cheF; luxurious fire- 
placed suites. Ski, snowshoe, ice skate, snow¬ 
mobile, shop For antiques.. .or take a sleigh 
ride under the stars. Recently Featured in 
Country Home , Travel Holiday , and Country 
Inns Magazine. Seasonal packages. Four 
Columns Inn, On the Green, NewFane, VT 
05345, (800) 787-6633 or (802) 365-7713, 

www.Fourcolumnsinn.com. 

(See our ad on page 60.) 
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www.theparadisemotorinn.com 


800-317-6245 pahnerhouse.com Route 7 A North , Manchester Center , VT 


Motor Emm 

76 Deluxe Rooms & Suites. Walking distance 
to restaurants and downtown. Central to ski 
areas and recreational activities. 

141 West Main St. Bennington, VT 05201 
802-442-8351 • Fax: 802-447-3889 


^The FMickllebury ^nn 

FOOD • DRINK • LODGING 
Since 1827 

Middlebury, Vermont 05753 

800-842-4666 

www.middleburyinn.com 


BRISTOL 

The Inn at Baldwin Creek & Mary’s 
Restaurant. Historie farmstead restaurant 
with restored outbuildings for special events, 
parties and weddings on 25 picturesąue 
acres. Farm fresh dining by fireside, chef 
owned. Dinner served Wednesdays through 
Sunday. “One of the most inspired dining ex- 
periences in the State...”— Fodors New Eng- 
land Travel. Cozy lodging available 7 days 
with private baths and fuli breakfast. Close to 
alpine and cross-country ski areas. 1868 
North Route 116, Bristol, VT, 888-424- 
2432, www.innatbaldwincreek.com. 

KILLINGTON 

The Mountain Top Inn & Resort. Sur- 
rounded by high-peaked mountains and a 
pristine recreational lakę, just 11 miles from 
Killington, this four-season resort offers 
“breathtaking views,” unparalleled dining, 
and endless outdoor activities for families 
and couples, including a world-class eques- 
trian and cross-country ski center & school 
with 85 km of trails. 41 rustically elegant 
guest rooms, luxury suites and cottages. 
Seasonal packages. 800-445-2100, 
www.mountaintopinn.com. 

(See our ad on page 11.) 

Wise Vacations. Luxury homes to intimate 
cabins, condominiums to townhouses. Take 
the worry out of getting the right Killington 
vacation rental. Amenities could include trail- 
side location, fireplace, hot tub, Whirlpool, 
sauna, pool, gamę table, and morę. Log on to 
www.wisevacations.com to check availability, 
book your vacation, and find information on 
special package offers. Killington Road, 
Killington, VT 0575 L 802-773-4202 or 800- 
642-1147, e-mail: info@wisevacations.com, 
www.wisevacations.com . 

(See our ad on page 64.) 


SHAFTSBURY 

Governor’s Rock Motel. Country lodging 
at its finest. Lovely mountain views. Taste- 
fully decorated rooms with individually con- 
trolled heat, A/C, cable TV, telephone and 
refrigerator, some with microwaves. Free Con¬ 
tinental breakfast and friendly hospitality 
with reasonable rates. Close to Mt. Snów, 
Stratton and Bromley Ski areas. Weekly rates 
available. Historie Route 7A, Shaftsbury, VT, 
802-442-4734, www.RockMotel.com. 

WEST TOWNSHEND 

Windham Hill Inn. At the end of a country 
road, “... the kind of place you go when you 
want to retreat from the world. ” New York 
Magazine. Elegant country inn on 160 acres 
overlooking the Green Mountains with 21 
luxurious guest rooms/suit es. Breathtaking 
views, award-winning dining, four-season ac- 
tivites. Shopping, skiing, theater, arts nearby. 
Seasonal packages. 800-944-4080, 
www.windhamhill.com. 

(See our ad on page 10.) 


Central Yermont: 


Arlington, Vermont • 802-375-6516 
www.westmou n ta i n i n n .com 
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COURTYARD 
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Whirlpool & 
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Free 
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Indoor Pool 

High Speed 
Internet 

309 Court Street 
Middlebury, Vermont 

800- 388-7775 

Whirlpool 


www.middleburycourtyard.com 
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X-C skiing, snow-shoeing, fine dining, sleigh rides, 
ON 440 SPECTACULAR ACRES 
“Best Undiscovered Inn” Trawi & Uisure 
East Burkę, Vermont 

www.innmtnview.com or 800-572-4509 



77 MAPLE LANE, WEST GLOVER, VERMONT 05875 
802-525-9591 www.maple-manor.com 


( Kidsy Cows 
a?id Kittens! 
Fun on the farm! 
Countiy cooking 
at its best. 
Come join our 
family for 
your vacation! 


LIBERTY HILL FARM 

511 Liberty Hill Road, Rochester, VT 05767 
(802) 767-3926 • www.libertyhillfarm.com 





MIDDLEBURY 

Courtyard by Marriott. The areas newest 
hotel abounds in New England charm; this 
unique 89-room property ofifers a selection of 
luxurious rooms, some with fireplaces and 
Jacuzzis. After a fuli day of enjoying Ver- 
mont, relax in our indoor heated pool or 
Jacuzzi. Fuli breakfast served daily. Special 
packages available. Marriott Rewards and 
AAA approved. 309 Court Street, Ethan 
Allen Highway/Historic Route 7, Middle- 
bury, VT 05753. (802) 388-7600, toll free: 
(800) 388-7775, sales@middleburycourt 
yard.com, www.middleburycourtyard.com. 

The Inn on the Green. Gracefully restored 
1803 National Register Landmark on the 
inviting Middlebury Green, now an elegantly 
comfortable eleven-room inn. Private baths, 
and every other modern amenity presented 
in the charm of the early nineteenth century. 
Delicious Continental breakfast served to 
guest rooms. Outstanding, pampering service 
in a distinctive setting. 71 South Pleasant St., 
Middlebury, VT 05753, (802) 388-7512, 
(888) 244-7512, fax (802) 388-4075, 
e-mail: innkeeper@InnontheGreen.com, 
www.InnontheGreen.com. 

The Middlebury Inn. Enjoy an 1827 coun¬ 
try inn overlookmg the village greens in a 
lovely, lively college town. Offering 177 years 
of Vermont hospitality and superb New Eng¬ 
land farę. 75 restored rooms, private baths. 
Walking distance to museums and fine shops 
and close to Middlebury College Golf 
Course. Member of Historie Hotels of Amer¬ 
ica, AAA ♦♦♦. On The Greens, Middle¬ 
bury, VT 05753, (800) 842-4666, 

(802) 388-4961, www.middleburyinn.com. 

The Swift House Inn. Yisit an 1814 former 
Governors estate that promises to create 
many memorable experiences. Enjoy “.. .otie 
of the finest dining destinations in the State” 
combined with elegant lodging and extensive 
gardens that will create your own home- 
away-from-home in Vermont. Located 
within walking distance to the Middlebury 
Green and neighboring museums. 25 Stewart 
Lane, Middlebury, VT 05753. 

(802) 388-9925, www.swifthouseinn.com. 
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MONTPELDER 

Capitol Plaża Hotel. Central Vermonts pre¬ 
mier hotel & conference center. Fcaturing im- 
maculate accommodations with a high 
standard of hospitality and comfort. Our J. 
Morgans Steaknouse is a “must stop” for fresh 
steaks, seafood and Sunday brunch. 100 State 
Street, Montpelier, VT 05602, 802-223-5252 
or 800-274-5252, www.capitolplaza.com. 

J. Morgan s Steakhouse at the Plaża. A 
little of everything and a whole lot of beef. 
Fabulous American food and outrageous 
steaks! Aged-in-house beef, prime rib roasted 
nightly, seafood, specialty pastas and salads. 
Casual, comfortable setting with running 
model trains. Breakfast, lunch, dinner and 
Sunday brunch. “A must stop on our trips 
through Montpelier. ”— Boston, MA. Phone: 
802-223-5222, fax: 802-229-5427, 100 State 
Street, Montpelier, VT 05602. 

ROCHESTER 

The Huntington House Inn. Formerly the 
home and medical offices for four generations of 
Doctors Huntington, this lovely 1806 Colonial 
homestead treasure has now been completely 
and beautifully restored as a country inn, restau- 
rant and tavern. Located in the heart of the 
White River Valley and the Green Mountain 
National Forest, plus easy access to Killington 
and Sugarbush, the location of the inn provides 
every manner of four-season reereation. 19 
Huntington Place, Rochester, VT 05767, (802) 
767-9140, www.huntingtonhouseinn.com. 

Liberty Hill Farm. Cows, kids, kittens, apple 
pie, fresh-baked bread! Experience the seasons 
of life on a Vermont farm! Snowshoeine, cross- 
country skiing and snowmobiling, catch a 
falling star or a drop of mapie syrup! Come 
home to an award-winning dairy farm in the 
Green Mountains. Guest lodging in our 1825 
farmhouse includes excellent meals. Our family 
invites you to experience the Real Vermont! 

Bob and Beth Kennett, 511 Liberty Hill Rd., 
Rochester, VT 05767, (802) 767-3926, 
www.libertyhillfarm.com. 

VERGENNES 

Christophe’s on the Green. Smali upscale 
chef-owned French restaurant located in the 
historie Stevens House, Vergennes, where 
“Local ingredients are used in absolutely ex- 
quisite ways.” — Fodoń 2001. Open for din¬ 
ner only, Tuesday-Saturday, 5:30-9:30 p.m. 
Closed November and January. Open Thurs- 
day-Saturday only, December and February- 
April. Reservations recommended. 
802-877-3413. 
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Northern Yermont: 


EAST BURKĘ 

Inn at Mountain View Farm. 

“Magical .. .splendid. ”Selected as an Editors Pick 
by Yankee and “Best undiscovered inn” by Travel 
&Leisure . Unwind on 440-acre historie farm es- 
tate, laced with miles of spectacular cross-country 
ski and snow-shoeing trails. Fine dining, mas- 
sage, horse-drawn sleigh rides, luxury suites. 
Seasonal packages; 3 hours from Boston. East 
Burkę, VT, (800) 372-4509 or (802) 626-9924, 

www.innmtnview.com. 

JERICHO 

Homeplace Bed & Breakfast. A quiet spot 
in a hundred-acre wood. The large house, filled 
with European and American antiques, is sur- 
rounded by perennial gardens. The woods are 
fuli of trails and there are friendly house and 
barn animals. Rates are $65-$75 single, $75- 
$85 double. Fuli breakfast. P.O. Box 96, Jeri- 
cho, VT 05465, 802-899-4694, Mariot Huessy. 

SHELBURNE 

Heart of the Village Inn. Casually elegant 
restored 1886 Queen Annę Victorian, in a 
beautiful historie Vermont village. Ninę rooms, 
private baths. Fidl Vermont Breakfast. Perfect 
for Vermont leisure and business travel; smali 
conferences, retreats and events. Across from 
the Shelburne Museum; Shelburne Farms and 
Vermont Teddy Bear close by. Airport and 
Burlington 10 minutes. AC, phones, TV. 
Amex/MC/Visa. 5347 Shelburne Road, Shel¬ 
burne, VT 05482. 802-985-2800, toll free: 
877-808-1834, e-mail: 
innkeeper@heartofthevillage.com, 
www.heartofthevillage.com. 

STOWE/WATERBURY 

1066 Ye Olde England Inne. A luxurious 
and romantic fuli service country inn provid- 
ing beautiful accommodations, fine dining, 
caring yet unobtrusive service and attractive 
packages for adventure and romance all year 
round. Four poster beds, crackling fireplaces, 
bubbling Jacuzzisplus an authentic English 
country pub, the ravourite haunt of interna- 
tional travelers. 1-800-477-3771, 

www.englandinn.com. 

Green Mountain Inn. Experience warm hos- 
pitality at a beautiRilly restored 1833 resort in 
the heart of Stowe Village. 100 antique-fur- 
nished rooms and luxurious suites - romantic 
canopy beds, fireside Jacuzzis, exquisite added 
amenities. Country breakfasts, famous Whip 
Bar &c Grill, afternoon tea, year-round outdoor 
pool, health club with Jacuzzi, steam, sauna and 
massage, and unique shops. P.O. Box 60, Stowe, 
VT 05672, 802-253-7301, 

800-253-7302, e-mail: info@gminn.com, 
web: www.GreenMountainInn.com/VL 

Honeywood Inn & Lodge at Stowe. Clos- 
est 3-diamond lodging to skiing, biking, hik- 
ing, set on 9 peaceful acres. Choose B&B with 
8 rooms & 2 suites or Motor Inn with 12 
rooms & 1 suitę. Suites have TV, Jacuzzi tubs, 
fireplaces, refrigerators, microwaves. All lodge 
rooms have phones, refrigerators & cable TV, 
outdoor hottub, and heated pool (summer). 
Great for weddings & family reunions. 4527 
Mountain Road, Stowe VT 05672. Inn 
1-800-821-7891 or 802-253-4846; Lodge 
1-800-659-6289 or 802-253-4124, 

AAA ♦♦♦, e-mail honeywd@aol.com, 
www.honeywoodinn.com. 



THE 

HUNTINGTON 

HOUSE 

INN 


The Inn Place 


To Be - 


19 Huntington Place 
Rochester, VT 05767 

802-767-9140 

www.huntingtonhouseinn.com 
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Luxuiy Resort Accommodations, 
Distinctive Amenities, Singular Hospitality 


THE MOUNTAIN ROAD RESORT 

Stowe’s Intimate Resort 
1-800-367-6873 

www.stowevtusa.com • Stowe, VT 05672 



ye otoe E nelono Inne 

Stowe, V e r m o n t 

• luxury accommodations • haute cuisine • high tea 
• outdoor dining • majestic mountain vistas • english garden 
• award-winning bar and winę ce/lar • casual elegance 

1-800-477-3771 www.englanclinn.com 
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A Legendary Inn. A Grand Hotel. 
An Unforgettable Stay. 


THE 

GREEH.MOUNTAIN 


Since 1855 jŚt 

m 


INN 


^TróppTamily £pdf)e 

A Mountain Resort 

IN THE EUROPEAN TRADITION 


CLimlc Elegance in the 
Heart of Stowe Village 

100 uniąue rooms and luxury 
suites, famous Whip Bar & 
Grill with sunny patio, country 
breakfasts, health club (with 
tnassage, Jacuzzi , steam rootn and 
sauna), heated outdoor pool, and 
120 acres of private off-site trails. 

800-253-7302 

www.GreenMountainlnn.com/VL 


AUSTRIA... 

on Cas/ern S/ancfarcf TJime. 
Austrian-style mountain resort 
with luxurious accommodations, 
culinary specialties, 
award-winning winę list, 
nightly musical entertainment, 
horse-drawn wagon rides, 
hiking/walking trails & 
spectacular mountain views. 

800.826.7000 

WWW.TRAPPFAMILY.COM/VL 



In the Heart of the Northern Berkshires! 

At the Junction of Routes US 7 and MA 2 



1.800.828.0133 


Welcoming trarelers to 
Yermont sińce 1912! 


♦ 125 Rooms ♦ Indoor Pool 
♦ Sauna ♦ Whirlpool Tub 

Over Breakfast! Over Lunch! 
Over Dinner! Overnight! Or Longer! 

c The c Williams °Inn 

On the Village Green 
Williamstown , Massachusetts 01267 
413.458.9371 - Fax: 413-458-2767 


The Mountain Road Resort. Stowe s Inti- 
mate Resort welcomes you to seven acres of 
landscaped grounds, creating the perfect en- 
vironment for relaxation. Excel!ence in serv- 
ice, hospitality and accommodations. 
Designer-decorated rooms are stylish with 
special touches and condo-suites have fire- 
places and two-person Jacuzzis. Award-win¬ 
ning “Aqua-Centre” with indoor pool, grand 
Jacuzzi, sauna and mini-gym and outdoor 
heated pool and MoonSpa. Tennis and 
French petanque, too. Conde Nast Johansens 
recommended. P.O. Box 8, Stowe, VT, 

(800) 367-6873, www.stowevtusa.com. 

Stone Hiil Inn. A romantic luxury bed and 
breakfast inn. Ninę elegantly decorated guest 
rooms, each with fireside two-person jacuzzi 
and king-sized bed. Superb wooded setting 
offering privacy and quietude. Outdoor hot 
tub under the stars. Tobogganing and snow- 
shoeing on-site. Fuli breaBast and evening 
hors d’oeuvres. Close to downhill and cross- 
country skiing. Non-smoking. 89 Houston 
Farm Rd., Stowe, VT 03672, 802-253-6282, 
www.stonehillinn.com. 

Trapp Family Lodge. A mountain resort in 
the European tradition, by the family that in- 
spired The Sound of Musie. 1161uxurious 
rooms with magnificent mountain views. 
Gracious dining in three restaurants accom- 
panied by nightly musical entertainment. 
2,800 acres for reereation and personal explo- 
ration. Hiking, garden tours, family singa- 
longs, horse-drawn carriage rides, concerts in 
our rneadow & Mountain Kids Club. Special 
autumn packages available. 800-826-7000, 
www.trappfamily.com/vl. 

WEST GLOVER 

Mapie Manor B&B. Once upon a time in 
the Northeast Kingdom there was a charm- 
ing Victorian Inn. A spell was cast on the 
250 acres, enchanting all who entered with 
Fabulous Views, Luxurious Sunlit Rooms, a 
Majestic Breakfast and a Royal Tea. Memo- 
ries of this fairytale encounter will never es- 
cape you. 77 Mapie Lane, West Glover, VT, 
802-525-9591, www.maple-manor.com. 

WESTMORE 

The WilloughVale Inn on Lakę 
Willoughhy. Experience casual lodging and 
seasonal dining in the heart ofVermonts 
Northeast Kingdom. Offering unique Inn 
rooms — including luxury rooms with king 
beds, fireside Jacuzzis and private porches, and 
fully-equipped lakefront cottages with fire- 
places. A year-round paradise ror hiking, bik- 
ing, fishing, swimming, boating, skiing, 
snowshoeing and snowmobiling. 802-525- 
4123, 800-594-9102, www.willoughvale.com. 


Elsewiiere: 

WILLIAMSTOWN, MA 
The Williams Inn. On-the-Village Green at 
the junction of U.S. Rtes. 2 7. Old-fash- 

ioned New England hospitality at a college 
town inn featuring 100 rooms, indoor pool, 
sauna, Whirlpool. Restaurant, Tavern with 
entertainment weekends. Sunday Brunch. 
Special stay plans. Perfect stop for breakfast, 
lunch, dinner, overnight or longer. Rescrva- 
tions: 800-828-0133, local: 413-458-9371, 
e-mail: innkeeper@Hvilliamsinn.com, 
www.williamsinn.com. 
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B a c k 


Tl o vl c h W i t h 


Porter Musie Boxes 


C an you name the 200-year-old 
form of entertainment that's been 
revitalized by a smali company in 
Randolph? Hint: It can be smaller than 
a bread box, but can also weigh morę 
than 400 pounds. Regardless of size, it 
pours out orchestra-ąuality renditions 
of Over the Rainbow and Candle in the 
Wind and invariably elicits a smile, even 
from the most resolute curmudgeon. 

If you've visited the Porter Musie Box 
Company and Museum, you know the 
answer. On a prominent hill above Route 
66 west of Randolph rare antiąues and 
signature Porter musie boxes pour out 
lilting, tinkling tunes to delight and fas- 
cinate visitors. 

The museum opened in 1995, but 
Dwight and Mary Porter's fascination 
with musie boxes began morę than 25 
years ago. In 1974 Dwight, a Brattle- 
boro native who worked as a jeweler, 
madę his first musie 
box on the Porters' 
kitchen table. When 
Vermont Life profiled 
Dwight in 1985, the 
company had begun to 
earn its reputation for 
ąuality. Today, Porter 
Musie Box is the only 
company in the world 
that produces large 
multi-disc musie boxes. 

Its annual sales top 
$1 million. 

In a modest workshop, 
the company manufac- 
tures and assembles every 
part of the music-making 
mechanisms, including 
the spring-wound clock- 
works. Large sheets of 
copper-plated Steel are cut 
into 15/4-inch dises that 
are placed on a machinę 
that punches out projec- 
tions. As the disc rotates 
in the musie box, the projections strike the 
teeth of a metal comb, causing the musi¬ 
cal sounds. Porter prides himself on build- 
ing his instruments as craftsmen did 100 
years ago: hand-crafted with patience. 

The beauty of the box itself is as im- 
portant to the company as the beauty of 
the musie it produces. Porter places his 




Dwight and Mary Porter with a 
Porter Musie Box in their 
Randolph museum. Top, Dwight 
in Vermont Life's 1985 stonj. 

To hear the 
sound of a 
Porter Musie Box, visit 
www.vtlife.com. 


musie box com- 
ponents inside 
Italian-made 
inlaid cabinets 
carved from such prized 
woods as burl elm and mahogany. These 
cabinet-size worlcs of art sell for $7,500 
to $22,000. Smaller, desktop boxes in 
several styles are also available. 

Eighteen years ago, the company pro- 
duced 30 large boxes a year. Today, it has 
15 employees, and its annual output has 
tripled. Yet the CEOs retain their hum- 
ble roots. Mary, 52, still does a little of 
everything, from boolcing tours to sign- 
ing payroll checks to planting flowers. 
'Tm supposed to be museum director, 
too," she adds. Dwight, 56, restores an- 
tiąue musie boxes and helps conduct 
tours, winding the cranks of antiąue 
boxes and operating the novelty items 
that include a scarlet tanager, a sailing 
ship and a set of musical 
chairs. Porter relishes 
telling aneedotes, and 
he's got a story to go 
with each musie box in 
the collection. 

Recorded music-box 
musie has been a suc- 
cessful spin-off for the 
company. Using the 
Porter twin-disc model 
to achieve stereo sound, 
the Porters have recorded 
^ thousands of songs, from 
^Broadway elassies and 
I children's favorites to big 
band musie, country 
tunes and traditional 
hymns. You may not al- 
ways be able afford a 
musie box, but you can 
enjoy the magical sound 
for the price of a CD. 

From Don’t Cry for 
Me, Argentina to Amaz- 
ing Grace, Dwight and 
Mary Porter's lives continue to be filled 
with the sounds of musie. 

The Porter Musie Box Museum is 
open May through December, and by 
special arrangement; $5 admission. Cali 
for hours and events. (800) 811-7087, 
www.portermusicbox.com. 

— Ann Marie Giroux 



P324A 


SPARK A 
FAMILY 
TRADITION. 


In the 52 Vermont State Parks, the 
simple things rise to the surface. 

To get started on your own summer 
tradition, visit www.vtstateparks.com. 
Reservations can be madę 11 months 
in advance. 


YERM0NT 

DEPARTMENT OF F0RESTS, 
PARKS & RECREATI0N 
1 -800-VERMONT / www.vtstateparks.com/vl 


iik 
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THE 2003 



Traditional Artists 

La Familie Beaudoin, 
Burlington 



La Familie Beaudoin 


F or 30 years and morę, Louis 
Beaudoin, patriarch of the Beau¬ 
doin family, was known 
throughout northern Vermont as a 
fine musician. He and his wife, Julie, 
had five daughters and every Sunday 
after mass Louis would take out his 
fiddle and play as the Sunday meal 
was prepared. A daughter or two 
might accompany him on guitar or 
spoons while others attended to 
brunch. Later other family members 
would join in, either playing or step- 
dancing in the traditional French- 
Canadian style. They all shared 
delight in the musie they madę and in 
each other's company. 

Julie brought her own family's tra¬ 
ditional songs to the marriage, and as 
Louis 7 famę spread, other family mem¬ 
bers began to join in on fiddle, har- 
monica or piano. When First Lady 
Rosalyn Carter came to Vermont 
^ in the mid-1970s, the family 
► w performed for her and after- 
ward began playing together 
publicly at folk festivals 
and schools. 

But when 
Louis died 
^nexpectedly of 
a heart attack in 
1980, the Beaudoins 
went into deep mourning 
and didn't play together 
or dance for almost two 
years. 


HERITAGE 


AWARDS 


T he Vermont Folklife Center and Vermont Life magazine take 
pleasure in announcing the recipients of the Vermont Heritage 
Awards for 2003. 

Two Vermont Heritage Awards are given annually, one to a traditional 
artist (or in the case of this year's award, a family of folk artists), the other 
to a Vermont teacher who is passing Vermont's cultural heritage on to his 
or her students. 

This year's Traditional Artist Award goes to the Beaudoin Family of 
Burlington and elsewhere in northern Vermont, the Teacher's Award to 
Ginger Wimberg of Weathersfield. 

The awards are given to recognize and celebrate the best of traditional 
Vermont and to help encourage and maintain Vermont's tradi¬ 
tional culture at a time when the technological and social 
changes of our era challenge traditional skills and values. 
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Jon Gilbert Fox 



Ginger Wimberg 


Left, Ginger Wimberg at 
the Weathersfield Histori- 
cal Society. Opposite, La 
Familie Beaudoin, from 
left, back rows: Cara 
Abair, Carmen Bom¬ 
bardier, Elena Alexander, 
Nina Cusson, Nicolle 
Charbonneau, Lonise 
Brown, Jacob Blaise, Lisa 
Therńen, Catherine 
Blaise, Glenn Bom¬ 
bardier; in front: Jillian 
Darby, Jidie Beaudoin, 
Sylvia Blaise. 


Then one day they put on one of 
Louis' records and with tears stream- 
ing down her cheeks Louis 7 daughter 
Lisa (who had danced to her father 7 s 
musie at fiddle contests and folk fes- 
tivals) leapt to her feet and began danc¬ 
ing. It was important to carry on the 
traditions for her father, she felt. The 
next generation needed to know the 
songs and how to dance to them. 

Louis 7 daughter Sylvia began to play 
the old button accordion, and today 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
have joined their elders as the Beau- 
doins continue to perform both for 
the public and for their own joy and 
entertainment as a family. 

77 What a rich expression of living 
heritage, 77 said Vermont Folklife Cen¬ 
ter Director Jane Beck, as she pre- 
sented the Beaudoin Family with the 
2003 Vermont Heritage Award ear- 
lier this year. 77 They are a source of 
pride, a badge of identity, a wellspring 
of family unity — and always, a heap 
of fun! 77 


Outstanding Educator 

Ginger Wimberg, Weathersfield 

F or Ginger Wimberg, Vermont 7 s 
heritage is not something ab- 
stract. She sees it every day in 
Weathersfield and she teaches it at the 
Weathersfield Middle School, where 
she 7 s been a member of the faculty for 
18 years. 

Each year she takes one entire 
nine-weelc marking period to teach a 
hands-on course in Weathersfield his- 
tory that starts with bedrock and gla- 
ciers and follows the town 7 s story up 
to the present time. At each step, 
Ginger brings her students face-to- 
face with the tangible record of the 
past, as expressed in the present, 
pointing out a segment of the old 
Crown Point Military Road or noting 
the now-pink house that students 
pass every day where Submit Grout, 
who had been ransomed from Indian 
captivity in 1756 during the French 
and Indian Wars, lived her later years 
as an elderly widów. 


77 These people were alive. They were 
real, 77 Ginger notes. 77 And there was a 
lot going on before we were here. 77 

Ginger 7 s course builds the historical 
consciousness of her students and 
gives them research slcills they will be 
able to use in futurę studies. It also im- 
parts a great deal of information about 
Weathersfield 7 s past. But morę im¬ 
portant, the course helps students 
forge a lifelong connection to the place 
where they live. 

77 Ginger malces local history come 
alive in a way that engenders a love of 
this place, 77 says Weathersfield school 
librarian Kay Faust. 77 I thinlc of this as 
one of her most valuable contribu- 
tions — to her students and to the life 
ofourtown. 77 ^ 


WINTER 2003-2004 • 23 























Also availabie: 

adult sizes in 

washable merino wool 
as well as cotton 


602-765-4177 www.SocKiady.com 
26 Alger Brook Rd. So.Strafford, VT 05070 


I sol matę socks 

Mismatcned with care in Vermont 1 


Yermo 
Maił Order 
Gifts 

Vermont s reputation for high ąuality is well- 
deserved. For morę than a century, the state’s 
artisans, food makers, and manufacturers have 
been known for the excellence of their wares. 

Now you can sample and enjoy Vermont gifts 
and foods from the comfort of your home, either 
by maił, telephone, or via the internet. 


The best wooden toys 
are madę in Vermont 

from rattles for infants to toys for toddlers 




BliyNewEnglandMade. 


com 




The Best Place To Find 
New Englahd Madę Products 


Mapie Products 
Jeweliy 
Fine Art 


Log Home Decor 
Metal Work 
Fumiture 


inf 0 @bu 3 memade.com Toll Free (877) 344-5096 


1234 






tL 


visit our website or our factory storę 


Mapie Landmark^ Inc. 

1297 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT 05753 
800-421-4223 • 802-388-0627 

www.maplelandmark.com 
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20 Different Oiocolate* Induding: 
Valrhona • Merckem • Lindt • Sholanag • Callebaut 
• Chocolate Sauces • Oiocolate Tasting Form* • 

• The Ultimate Encylopedia of Oiocolate • 


Chocolate Sauces 
Dark Fudge • Orange Milk • Mint 
• Gift Packs • Cases • Jars • 


White 


Green River Chocolates 

P.O. Box 421 HINESBURG VT 05461 (802) 482-6727 
Order online at WWW.grch0C0lateS.C0m. 

Entercoupon codę VTHfe2003 before 12/31/2003 and recelve 10% off. 


1 ..'ij.jfjifcHBEa wi..;,'; 


802-767-3731 * info@momandpop 


Pure 
Vermont 
Mapie 
Syrup 
packaged 
in morę 
than 70 
unique 
glass and 
traditonal 
containers. 
Order 
on-line! 


American Classic Mug 


Handmade stoneware mugs like those at your 
favorite diner! For hot, hand-warming Joe, tea, 
soup or chili. New, and at 14 oz., 40% larger 
than our best-selling mugs. Wonderful gifts! 

American Classic Mug $16 each or 
4 American Classic Mugs $48 + s&h 


1-800-205-8033 xlO 

FREE catalog! 

www.BenningtonPotters.com 


6191103 




Officially authorized by 
The Jericho Hisrorical Society 

Vermont Snowflakes 

68 Vt. Route 15 
Jericho, Yermont 05465 


The Official 2003 

“Snowflake” Bentley ® 
Pewter Ornament 

Designed from an original 
Wilson A. Bentley 

Microphotograph from che Archives of 
The Jericho Hisrorical Society 

Handcrafted in fine pewter by Vermont’s 
own Danforth Pewterers 

$15.00 plus $2.00 S&H (Gift Boxed) 

Vermont residents please add 5% sales tax 

Mail Check/M.O. or MC/VISA Phone Orders 

Cali: (802) 899-1739 

www.vermontsnowflakes.com 


_ -s- 


The Yermont Apple Baker 


Add cinnamon and 
mapie syrup. pop in 
oven or microwave for a 
scrumptious dessert. 


From 

Stone Soldier 

POTTERY 

www.stonesoldierpottery.com 


$36.00/set or 2 appie haker 
$36.00/syrup pitcher postpaid 
M/C, VISA. Check 


P.O. Box 286 
acksonville, VT 05342 
(802) 368-7077 


. 

— 


-- 


Sabra Field - 
The Art of Place 

by Tom Slayton 

A collection of the very best of Sabra 
Fields prints, with Tom Slayton s 
classic essay and commentary by the 
artist. BAOP250 $39.95 


Cali toll free: 1-800-455-3399 
On-line: inni.} ermontLifeCatalog.com 
Yermont Life magazine, 6 Baldwin Street, Montpelier, VT 05602 

—-—?-r-—--- 


Uuantity Discounts for 10 Wreaths or morę 


Quality Vermont Eyergreen Wreaths 

The original 22" Balsam Wreath decorated with a 
large red velvet bow, pine cones & berries $27. Q 5 
Unique Dried Flower Wreaths, Centerpieces, 
Swags & Garlands (indoor use) available. 
NEW: Our "Naturę...by Design" Gift Pkgs. 
Choose from different combinations of Vermont 
Mapie Syrup, Vermont Mustards, Green Mountain 
Coffees, and our new linę of Food Products. 

Cali for prices & free brochure. pi ease 

1 - 888 - 552-3747 addio% 

! VISA, MasterCard & Discover Accepted S/H 


Naturę...bvj Desi5ti of Yermont 


PO Box 466 *2627 Barton-Orleans Rd -Barton, VT 05822 Fax: 1-802-754-2626 
www.naturebydesign.com e-mail:sales@naturebydesign.com 
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Handmade cross-country 
snowshoes with bindings, 
$133, Boutin Snowshoes, 
Williamstown 


Nanda Devi soft-shell pant 
$215, Isis, Burlington 


ike Vermonters themselves, wiiv 
ter J lothing comes in two basie 
formats: traditional and eon- 
temporary. And because Ver- 
mont companies have firsthand 
experience witb real winters, 
they sell some of the finest cold- 
weather gear madę. 

With that in mind, we de^ 
cided to assemble a collection of 
Vermont winter clothes and 
eąuipment, both the traditional 
and the new, and blend them 
into a statement of how Ver~ 
monters meet the demands of 
the cold. Ali the gear was either 
madę here, designed here or sold 
by companies headąuartered in 
Vermont. 

The traditionalist prefers the 
warmth and authority of wool, 
from thick socks to a Johnson 
Woolen Mills jacket and a harub 
madę sheepskin hat. The Ver' 
monter who goes with the 
eon temporary look might pre- 
fer the lightness, the bright col- 
ors and style of synthetics and 
artińcial pile. 

Which is better, contempo 
rary or traditional? We had no in- 
tention of taking sides. So we 
photographed models Jessica 
Hubbard and Rusty DeWees 
wearing first the traditional out' 
fit and then the contemporary. 
Then we spliced the images to 
gether by Computer to give read' 
ers a simultaneous look at both 
old and new on each model. You 
cant buy outńts like that, but it 
shows the contrast between the 
two styles. You can pick your 
own look or mix and match. 
Most prices are suggested retail. 

Our thanks to the many Ven 
mont companies who lent Ver~ 
mont Life the samples from which 
we selected those illustrated here. 
It was impossible to include all 
Vermont’s winter gear compa' 
nieś, but we did our best. 

And no matter how you do 
it, keep warm this winter! 

—The Editors 


Coping with Winte 


Feel Good 52 snowboard, 
$469.95, Burton Snowboards, 
Burlington 


Faux Persian lamb wool hat, 
$67, Geiger of Austria, 
Middlebury 


Merino tassel hat, 
$28, Turtle Fur, 
Morrisville 


Dress Stewart 
Henley flannel 
shirt, $37.50, 
Vermont Flannel 
Company, 

East Barre 


Johnson wool 
$69.95, 

Johnson Woolen 
Mills, Johnson 


Mission bindings, 

$199.95, Burton Snowboards, 
Burlington 


Boiled wool coat with hood, 
$525, Geiger of Austria, 
Middlebury 


Cortina wool vest, 
$130, lbex 
Outdoor Clothing 
Woodstock 


Eleanor zip-neck micro fleece, 
$65, Isis, 

Burlington 


Radar 6/4 down jacket, 
$299.95, Burton Snowboards, 
Burlington 


Gazelle mittens, 

$55, Kombi Limited, 
Essex Junction 


Johnson Family 
Mittens, 

$18.50, 

Johnson Woolen 
Mills, Johnson 


Niobe down vest, 

$110, Isi>, 

Burlington 


Anon. Anagram goggles 
$89.95, Burton Snowbc 
Burlington 


September Sun wool socks, ULU Crow’ leather boots, 

$20, Sol Matę Socks, South Strafford $99.95, ULU (NEOS), Burlington 
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Loki merino tassel hat, 
$28, Turtle Fur, 
Morrisville 


Three-season Gore'Tex 
Elixir jacket, 

$490, Rossignol Ski 
Company, Williston 


Convenience storę 
sunglasses, $5 


Gore^Four mittens, 
$53, Kombi Limited, 
Essex Junction 


Altitude Series snowshoes, 
$290, Tubbs Snowshoes, 
Stowe 


One-owner ’creter boots 
(worn for pouring concrete) 


For morę information about the 
comptinies whose equipment we 
photographed, see page 66. 


Ultima zip-top, 

$31, Kombi Limited, 
Essex Junction 


Stretch-wool Glacier vest, 
$130, Ibex Outdoor Clothing, 
Woodstock 


Handmade Alaskan-style snowshoes, 
$163, Boutin Snowshoes, 
Williamstown 


Gore'Tex Expert pants, 

$300, Rossignol Ski Company, 
Williston 


Navigator 5 overshoe, 
$99.99, New England 
Overshoe (NEOS), 
Burlington 


ermont-Style 


Adirondack plaid vest, 

$69.95, Johnson Woolen Mills, 
Johnson 


Vermont clip suspenders, 
$19.95, Vermont Country 
Storę, Weston & Rockingham 


Duet tape, borrowed from rear 
quarter panel of a ’72 Maverick 


Gnarly wool knickers, 

$145, lbex Outdoor Clothing, 
Woodstock 


Union suit (one^piece long underwear), 
$29.95-$32.95, Vermont Country Storę, 
Weston & Rockingham 


Sheepskin mittens, 
$60, FLde\s Pride, 
Essex Junction 


Trooper hat, 

$47, Shepherd’s Flock, 
Townshend - 


Stag hunting jacket, 

$166.95, Johnson Woolen Mills, 
Johnson 


Fashion plaid Stewart 
Henley flannel shirt, 

$37.50, Vermont Flannel Company 
East Barre 
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Geoff Hansen 


Life inYermon 
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Students Rosę Komorowski, 
left, and Rochelle Vander- 
wende cool their horses down 
after a riding lesson at the 
Hitching Post Farm in South 
Royalton last Febra ary. 


L ife is a gift, it is often said, and our 
Life in Vermont photo project proved 
to be a gift from people who love life 
in the Green Mountains. 

Starting last spring, we asked photographers 
within rangę of our magazine or our Web site to 
send us their best Vermont photos taken from 
September 1, 2002, to September 1, 2003. 

We'd never done this before, and we didn't re- 
ally know what to expect. Slowly at first, the pic- 
tures began to arrive. Then the pace ąuickened. 
By e-mail, regular mail and courier, they came 
flooding into our office from professional pho¬ 
tographers who specialize in landscapes, sports 
and travel; from photojournalists at the state's 
newspapers; from serious amateurs and from 
family snapshot shooters. We saw covered 
bridges, sports of all kinds, cows, apples, farmers, 
bright leaves, deep powder snów, lcids swim- 
ming, sledding and leaping. We saw glorious life, 
and we saw death. By the time the flood slowed 
to a trickle, we had received morę than 3,000 im- 
ages of Vermont from people around the State and 
throughout the country. 

We had also received a humbling vote of con- 
fidence in our magazine and a tribute to Ver- 
mont and its people. Many writers thanked us 
simply for asking for the pictures, whether theirs 
would appear in this issue or not. 

There were so many good photos that the finał 
selection was difficult: We couldn't do justice to 
all the pictures,- there just wasn't enough room. 
But we hope they spealc for themselves and that 
over the next 12 pages we do justice to the spirit 
of the State and to the trust people placed in us. 
Our thanks to everyone who participated, 
whether your photos were printed or not. Every 
photo was valuable in our search to portray life 
in Vermont. 

Some of the photos that didn't fit can be found 
at www.vtlife.com and some will run in futurę 
issues. 

— J.C.L. 
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Rick Russell/ Vermont Standard 


Jim Paul prepares a rneal at his cousin's deer camp in Bridgewater. 

♦ Top, Jack 0'Shea, left, helps Amos Gaylord unio ad pumpkins at 
Gaylord Farm in Waitsfield. ♦ Right, Lisa Kurchena ofRutland and 
her daughter Kate dtiring ceremonies at the Rutland Fire Department 
marking the first anniversary of the attacks of September 11, 2001. 

♦ Page 31: fali color in Flartford. ♦ The Ed Larkin Contra Dancers 
perform at the Tunbridge Fair. ♦ Winter intrudes into fali in Pomfret. 



Vyto Siańnskas/Rutland Herald 


30 • YERMONT LIFE 



























Toby Talbot/AP Wide World 



Linda Everett 


Jonathan Smith, 2 , picks an apple 
at Allenholm Farm in South Hero; 
his grandmother took the picture. 

♦ Lcft , Scouts greet the Veterans 
Day paradę in Montpelier. 

♦ Sharon Academy students 
Jolianna Matson and Max Luckey 
embrace after the school's soccer 
team lost in the state semifinals. 
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Clockwise from right: Todd Carrier 
and son Dacota, 10, on Youth 
Hunting Day, Calais. ♦ St. Albans 
farmer John Magttan studies a 
parts manuał at his kitchen table. 

♦ Chantelle Faubert, left, and 
Josie Faubert-Bonner on theferry 
Cumberland, Lakę Champlain , 
February. ♦ Manny Souza sings 
with his sled dogs in Waitsfield. 

♦ The Penguin Pltmge hits Lakę 
Champlain in Burlington at 

5 below zero to benefit Special 
Olympics Vermont. ♦ Winter 
scene, Chelsea. ♦ Mark Humiston 
ofBrandon attaches a load of 
hardwood logs to his skidder in 
Mendon. ♦ Gooemor James 
Douglas and his wife, Dorothy, 
enter the inaugural bali, Norwich 
Unioersity, Northfield. 



Jeb Wallace-Brodeur /Times Argus 



Alden Pellett/AP Wide World 



Jon Olender /Rutland Herald 



Alan L. Graham 
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Toby Talbot/AP Wide World 


Elaine Magnan 






Alden Pellett 


Paul O. Boisvert 
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Right, UVM's Jimmy Cochran powers 
through a gate at the Middlebury 
Snów Bowl in February (story, page 
40). ♦ Clockwise from below, 
left: Blitid skier Nick Brown, with 
his mother, Sara Chevalier, chats 
with Sue Tatern at the Vermont 
Adaptive Ski & Sports counter at 
Pico Mountain before a lesson. 

♦ Deep-snow smiles, West Dover. 

♦ Walter Braman, 71, loads the 
eoaporator at the Johnson Family 
Sugarhouse, Chelsea. ♦ Thelma Green 
spreads mapie cream atop fresh rolls 
while Snoops watches and waits, 
Poultney Mapie Fest, March. 
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Clockwisc from top, left: 

Sarah Brooks kisses Josh 
Macura, one of 86 Anny re- 
seruists zoho left Rutland in 
Febmary en route to Kuwait. 

♦ In March demonstrators 
calling for support for U.S. 
troops in Iraq face others 
across a Rutland Street who 
said they supported the troops, 
but called for peace. ♦ Mindy 
Evnin, left, at a graoeside cere- 
mony in South Burlington in 
Aprilfor her son, Marinę Cor- 
poral Mark Evnin, 21, killed in 
action in Iraq, one offour 
Yermonters to die in the war. 

♦ Megan Evans, 8, of Potsdam, 


Vyto Starinskas /Rutland Herald 


Vyto Starinskas/ Rutland Herald 
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N.Y., greets herfather, Steve 
Evans, as he returns to South 
Burlington front Europę with 
the Yerniont Air National Guard 
in May. ♦ Demonstrator, Wood- 
stock, March. 
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Bclow, Coralyn Wescott of thc Burlington VFW 782 auxilian / places a Memoriał 
Day wreath at Battery Park. ♦ Clockwise from right: Julia Stitely-Moore draws 
under a coat rack at Woodbury's March Town Meeting. ♦ A contestant holds 
the reins ofltis team at the Billings Farm's annual spring plowing match in 
Woodstock the first weekend in May. ♦ Kris Stecker and her daughter Emma , 5, 
check tlieir mailbox in Cabot. ♦ May plowing in Plainfield. 



Jerry Swope 
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[f]n ftinpr- To see some of the 
lUM mil Ht. many photos that 
didn't fit into the magazine, 
visit www.vtlife.com. 
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Sack racers in mid-hop at Dairy Day, held every fune on the State 
House lawn, Montpelier. ♦ From top: Brianne Willette, 6, takes a look 
as Dr. Michael Brady prepares to clean ker teeth at Molly Stark School, 
Bennington. ♦ Mikayla Schaefer's calf Dusty nibbles on ker skirt at the 
Champlain Valley Fair, Essex Junction. ♦ Viola Durphey, 82, holding 
a picture of kerself at age four, looks back on a life lived in the town 
of Hartland. 
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Michael Jermyn 
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Karl Decker 
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Jackie McCuin 



Left: Blythedale Farm , Springfield. ♦ Below, Randy Waters and his son 
Tylerget a little extra reach, Woodstock. ♦ Opposite page, front top: Ehen 
Cowan slices into Sunset Lakę, Brookfield. ♦ Former Gooemor Howard 
Dean announces his candidacy for president, June, Burlington. ♦ Cozus 
arnble into the picture after Colleen Helenek and Jon Leonard's June 
wedding on the Helenek farm in West Charleston. ♦ Arthur Goyette kisses 
his zoife, Betty, goodnight at the Yermont Respite House in Williston in 
June. "We can still tell each other we love each other," Arthur said. Betty 
died in September after five years offighting cancer. ♦ A summer bouquet, 
Montpelier. ♦ Sean Lang, son Jeremy and hay, Hinesburg. ♦ A July 
aftemoon, Breadloaf Campus of Middlebury College , Ripton. 
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Right, Caitlin Siegle, Barbara 
Ann Cochran's daughter, teaches 
beginning skiers on the slopes at 
Cochran's in Richmond , where 
generations of kids have taken 
theirfirst tums. Below, John 
Askew and his daughter Elise 
ride the Mighty Mite. Below; 
right; a yonng racer on the 
slalom course. 
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COCHRAN 


After 40 Years, a New Lease on Life for Yermoi 

















By Mary M. Sullivan 
Photographed by Alden Pellett 


M/AY 


(gendary Family Ski Area 


R arely can a child who's hitting 
the slopes for the first time be 
taught the basics of skiing by an 
Olympic gold medal winner. 
Rarely can a family ski all day without 
making a major financial investment. And 
rarely can a skier or snowboarder in Ver- 
mont — or anywhere in the country for 
that matter — experience natural terrain 
instead of groomed, paclced trails. 

But rarity is what Cochran's Ski Area in 
Richmond is all about. The first alpine 
area in the country to apply for and 
receive nonprofit status from the Internal 
Revenue Service, which it did in 1998, 
Cochran's is all about how skiing used to 
be, feeling the terrain under your skis, 
wearing wool pants instead of the latest 
fashion if you want to, buying a family 
season's pass — no matter the number of 
children — for $275. And, first and fore- 
most, it's about getting lcids to love ski¬ 
ing. If they want to get into racing, that's 
fine, but the love of the outdoors and the 
love of skiing or snowboarding — so 
important to enjoying Vermont's long 
winters — come first. 

Today, Cochran's, a mile down Cochran 
Road from Richmondu famous Old 
Round Church, is about seeing the love 
and commitment that Mickey and Ginny 
Cochran put into these slopes over four 
decades live on. And it's about sustaining 
the Cochrans' deeply held belief that 
every child, regardless of economic status, 
should have the opportunity to ski and 
snowboard. 














- 


The pienie tables in the lodge are filled on winter week- 
ends and weekday afternoons with children (and their par- 
ents or chaperones) from surrounding towns learning not just 
how to survive Vermont winters but how to enjoy them. A 
snack bar serves the basics — hot chocolate, grilled cheese 
sandwiches, chocolate chip cookies and other snack fa- 
yorites. Skiers ąuickly stash their belongings under the ta¬ 
bles and head for one of the three low-tech ground lifts. 
Lockers are considered unnecessary at this friendly place 
where most people know each other. 

• 

Mickey Cochran was the father and ski coach of the famous 
"Skiing Cochrans" — the four siblings 
whose domination of U.S. alpine skiing 
in the late 1960s and early 1970s cul- 
minated in Barbara Ann's Olympic gold 
for slalom in Sapporo, Japan, in 1972. 

Back in the late 194-Os, when he was a 
student at the University of Vermont 
and skiing at Stowe, Mickey had an in- 
teresting thought. As he headed south- 
east from Burlington along Route 2, he 
would glance at a hillside in Richmond 
and envision a little ski area. Although 
the hill wasn't nearly as high as the sur¬ 
rounding mountains, it faced north 
(good for retaining snów), and it had 
enough of a pitch so that skiers could 
gain sufficient speed to train properly. In 
the late 1950s as his young children 
were becoming enthusiastic skiers, 

Mickey dreamed of building his own 
slalom course where they could train 
and he could coach them. By a fluke, he 
learned in 1960 that the Richmond hill¬ 
side was up for sale. It included an old 
farmhouse and plenty of land that had 
been farmed until about a decade earlier. 

He and his wife, Ginny, went to look at 
it. It didn't take long for the Cochran 
family to pack their belongings in South 
Burlington and move to Richmond. The 
hill behind the house was ąuickly cleared, a ropę tow added, 
and the Cochran kids, under Mickey's watchful guidance, 
were all skiing there the following winter, learning how to 
carve into a slalom gate to shave those crucial hundredths of 
a second off each turn. 

"The kids were loving skiing as Mickey and I did," recalled 
Ginny. "When we moved out here, they were skiing at Smug- 
glers' Notch. They were doing very well. Mickey knew that 
if they wanted to be competitive, they had to practice during 
the week. After the move, winter nights were devoted to run- 
ning gates after gates after gates." 

As the kids grew, the competitions began, along with 
traveling out West and to Europę. Ginny remembers most 
of the races and all the medals that Marilyn, Barbara Ann, 
Bobby and Lindy won. She recalls precisely Barbara Ann's 
gold-medal Olympic run, won by a mere two-hundredths 
of a second. 

The Cochran kitchen served as base lodge for several years 
as morę and morę neighborhood kids joined the Cochrans for 
backyard skiing. Then, in 1961, Ginny started an after-school 
ski program. 


Few people skied then, so she also started an exercise 
class in the school gym to get the mothers ready for skiing. 
Mickey was a very strong believer in conditioning so skiers 
could do their best and reduce the chance of injury. Of the 
350 students in Richmond, Ginny taught about a third on the 
Cochrans' backyard hill. She started Ski Tots, a program 
that taught parents how to teach their kids to ski. It was 
passed down from Ginny to Lindy and is now directed by Bar¬ 
bara Ann. 

Sitting around the lodge, you can overhear conversations 
about how all four Cochrans became world-class skiers. Bar¬ 
bara Ann's "golden oldies" — the skis that carried her down 
the slopes in Sapporo — hang from the 
ceiling, along with bibs from Olympic 
and World Cup races around the world. 

As Mickey's health declined in the 
mid-1990s leading to his death in March 
of 1998, there was concern about 
whether the family ski center could 
survive. He and Ginny had contributed 
so much of their own time and skills 
over the years to keep the place going 
that the modest fees charged for the 
after-school ski programs would never 
have covered the cost if Ginny hadn't 
donated her time. To pay people to do 
what the two of them contributed 
would be morę than the place could 
handle. 

Family members and friends began 
to consider applying for nonprofit 
status with the Internal Revenue 
Service. 

"Becoming a nonprofit was the only 
way to keep the place going without 
Mickey," said Steve Kelley, Lindy 
Cochran's husband and now president 
of the Cochran's Board of Trustees. 

Many Cochran devotees said they 
would do whatever it took to see that 
the skiing continued, despite the dra- 
matic decline in the number of smali, 
inexpensive local ski areas in the State. 

Colchester attorney Rick Sharp, whose kids ski at 
Cochran's, began the legał process. "Trying to tell an IRS em- 
ployee in Atlanta, Georgia, why a ski slope in Vermont 
should have nonprofit status was a chore," he said. "Skiing 
has the reputation of being a rich-kid's sport." Vermont's 
three-member congressional delegation expressed support, 
which helped enormously. "People think of a boys' and girls' 
club as having nonprofit status, not ski areas," said Sharp. 
"Well, this is Vermont, and this is our boys' and girls' club." 

Like all Cochrans' boosters, Sharp donated his time. 

Kelley strongly believes that nonprofit status saved the 
place. It means that the ski area, which Ginny leases to the 
nonprofit, doesn't have to pay taxes, and it means that peo¬ 
ple are morę likely to donate time and money. 

"If Ginny still operated the place, we wouldn't get the do- 
nations we get," he said. He rattled off a list of companies that 
have donated goods and services to improve the ski area. The 
parking lot was redone with donated eąuipment. The lodge 
was upgraded. Half the rental eąuipment has been donated 
by manufacturers and other ski areas. Last year, Cochran's 



Ginny Cochran , who founded the 
ski area with her husband , 
Mickey, in 1961. 
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received enough donations to buy a 
used trail groomer. 

Every winter morę than 1,000 chil- 
dren from surrounding towns partic- 
ipate in a 10-week after-school 
program for $35 each. It's not a mon- 
eymaker, but Steve Kelley believes 
that at least half of these children 
would never ski if it weren't for this 
opportunity. Underprivileged chil¬ 
dren from New York City have come 
up for ski vacations, and Cochran's 
has begun a program to interest 
Abenaki children in skiing. 

The area offers lessons in skiing 
and snowboarding. In the Cochran's 
Ski Club young ski racers begin their 
dreams of Olympic gold. The Sun- 
day afternoon Lollipop Race — where 
the youngest skiers learn the thrill of 
hearing their names announced while 
they race through the gates — has 
continued from the beginning. 

Cochran's hopes eventually to offer 
snowboard racing. 

Don Tobi, whose four children ski 
at Cochran's, is president of 
Cochran's Ski Club. "The place is 
run like a co-op," says Tobi, who 
lives in Jericho. "Club members talce 
on projects." 

And because so many people know 
each other, the projects end up being 
lots of fun. "If you have young lcids," 
said Tobi, "you don't worry about 
them. Everyone loolcs after them." 

Tobi, a professional forester, has do- 
nated his time to manage the ski 
area's many acres of woodland. 

The ski club hosts two races a year. 

Installing wiring from top to bottom 
for timing eąuipment was expensive, 
but important to the lcids. "The lcids 
from other ski clubs love coming 
here," said Tobi. "Other coaches tell 
the lcids that skiing here is like ski¬ 
ing in Europę." 

As Ginny recalls the years of op- 
eration, she expresses appreciation 
for the support of the people of Rich¬ 
mond. "The night that Barbara Ann won the gold, the whole 
town celebrated," she said. Her children never could have 
lcept up their schoolworlc without supportive teachers. "The 
teachers were wonderful," said Ginny. They provided the 
schoolwork, the Cochran children did it and returned the as- 
signments when they could. According to Ginny, Bobby was 
so used to studying on his own that he sometimes found 
school a distraction. "Bobby said he had to stay home to get 
morę schoolwork done," said his mother. "They were all good 
students. Other racers had problems with schoolwork, but 
they may not have had as cooperative a school system." 
Classmates may have thought the Cochran lcids lived a 


Patty Boerger with her children 
Darien and face in the lodge below 
racing bibs from the Cochran chil¬ 
dren's many international races. 


glamorous life. "But it wasn't always 
glamorous," Ginny said. "They were 
rushing from airport to airport. They 
trained hard and tended to their slcis 
at night. They certainly didn't have 
much time for partying." 

But there were other benefits. Pres¬ 
ident Nixon invited them to visit the 
White House. When Marilyn won 
the World Cup, the King of Sweden 
presented her the medal. President 
Ford invited Bobby to a State dinner. 
"I remember when the phone cali 
came on a Tuesday night from the 
White House," Ginny said. "Bobby 
said he couldn't make it to Washing¬ 
ton that Saturday. I said, 'You're 
crazy.'" The family figured it out; 
Bobby called a girlfriend in Minnesota 
to accompany him, and he was at the 
White House that Saturday sitting 
next to Henry Kissinger. 

There is another generation of 
Cochran skiers coming along. Jimmy 
Cochran, son of Bobby, now a family 
physician in Keene, New Hampshire, 
was an All-American skier at the 
University of Vermont in 2003 (see 
page 34) and is talcing this year off to 
ski with the U.S. Ski Team. His older 
brother, Tommy, a former ski racer, 
is at medical school. Bobby's 
youngest, Amy, a star soccer player at 
UVM, also slcis on the university's 
team. Barbara Ann, who is a high 
school teacher in Bristol, has two 
children, Caitlin and Ryan — both 
promising young skiers. Marilyn's 
son Roger Brown, who lives in Nor- 
wich and slcis for Dartmouth, was 
named the 2002 Collegiate Ski Racer 
of the Year by Ski Racing. Douglas, 
her younger son, a high school senior, 
is a ski racer. Starlcsboro's Jessica Kel¬ 
ley (Lindy's daughter) is competing 
around the world on the U.S. Ski 
Team, after a second place finish in the national champi- 
onships last season. Her younger brothers, Tim and Robby, 
are racers too. No one in the family ventures a guess at what 
medals might be won or which Cochran descendants might 
win them. But their many friends and supporters believe that 
the next few Olympics are bound to include a few Cochrans. 

These same supporters hope to see the hill that Miclcey 
built remain alive with skiers for years to come so that fu¬ 
turę generations can follow in their ski traclcs. 


Mary M. Sullivan, whose daughter learned to ski at Cochrans, 
lives in Burlington. Alden Pellett lives in Hinesburg. 



HOW TO GO 


Cochran's is open on weekends and holi- 
days from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and on Tuesday 
Thursday and Friday from 2:30 to 5 p.m. Lift 
tickets are $ 15, adults; $12, juniors; $10 for 
a half day. Ski and snowboard rentals rangę 
from $15 to $20. A variety of lessons and 
programs are available. For information: 
(802) 434-2479, www.cochranskiarea.com. 

To reach Cochran's, take Interstate 89 to 
Exit 11 (Richmond). Follow Route 2 south to 
the traffic light in Richmond. Co right onto 
Bridge Street; follow it past the Old Round 
Church. Tum left on Cochran Road and go 
about one mile. Cochran's is on the right. 
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Historie 
Structures 
and New 
Ideas 


Barre Builds a Futurę 

Energize Based on Its Rist 

The 
Granite 
City 



■■■■■■■Ha 


Restoration ofthe 
Socialist Labor Party 
Hall f above, opened a 
doorway into Barre's 
past. The former 
Spaulding School, 
right, is nożu the Home 
ofthe Yennont Histor- 
ical Society and its 
Vermont History 
Center. 


% /ou couldn't beat Barre in 1899. Change was every- 
W where, seemingly all of it for the better. The city was 
I o n a building binge. 

The new Barre Opera House was just opening and soon 
to be considered among the finest theaters in Vermont. 
Workers from the granite industry, the heart of the local 
economy, had pooled their resources and in their pre- 
cious free time built a meeting hall. Many of those laborers 
worked on the north end of the city for Jones Brothers in 
the world's largest granite manufacturing facility, con- 
structed five years earlier. 

And standing above it, on a hill overlooking down- 
town, sat a monument to Barre's hopes for the futurę: the 
new Spaulding School, an elegant brick building with a 
massive granite entrance arch and a beli tower. 

One hundred years is a long time, however, and heydays 
are brief. As happened in so many American downtowns, 
Barre experienced changes in its culture and fortunes that 
caused its proudest buildings to fali into disuse and dis- 
repair. Some of the structures came perilously close to 
being demolished. 

The buildings' deterioration proved as symbolic of the 
city's decline as their recent restoration is a sign of its 
progress. But this isn't just a story about buildings. It is also 
about a city and its people. 

"I love this community," says Carol Dawes, executive 
director of the Barre Opera House. "\ think Barre has a 
wonderful sense of history and its heritage and is damn 
proud of it." 

The city is and always has been working class, blue from 
its collar to its socks. And it is multi-ethnic to an extent 
that few other Vermont communities can claim. In 1880 
immigrant granite workers flooded the city, driving the 
population from 2,000 to nearly 8,500 by 1900. They 
came from Aberdeenshire, Scotland; northern Italy; Swe- 
den ; Spain and elsewhere in Europę, and they put down 
deep roots. The newcomers brought with them European 
ideals about workers' rights and social justice, radical no- 
tions a century ago and in some cases today. Roughly 90 
percent of all jobs in the city were unionized in 1900. 
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Over time, Barre changed — unions shrank, politics became 
morę mainstream, and the city started to forget its past. But 
recently, Barre has begun to reclaim its history, piece by 
piece. As is so often the case, an emergency was the cali to 
action. 

In its early years, the Barre Opera House drew world-famous 
performers such as John Philip Sousa, Helen Keller and cow¬ 
boy Tom Mix (and his horse). It was also a venue for local tal¬ 
ent. Members of the Italian community put on their own 
operas, in the original Italian, of course. 

By the 1920s and '30s, the opera house had become pri- 
marily a movie house, though it hosted the occasional play, 
and sometimes even boxing and wrestling matches. Facing 
competition from other movie houses, the opera house closed 
its doors in 1944 and was abandoned. 

"The city stripped it: seats, lights, curtains — gone," 
Dawes says. "Every pigeon in Barre lived here." 

Then in 1973, the Barre City Council considered a new use 
for the opera house space, which is part of the same build- 
ing that houses the police department and city hall. The po- 
lice needed morę room, so the council debated expanding into 


show them the place where they went to dances and where 
their high school graduation ceremonies were held. Area 
schoolchildren often see their first live show here. 

"Citizens of Barre and central Vermont have an enormous 
sense of pride of ownership of the opera house," Dawes says, 
"and deservedly so." 

To truły understand pride of ownership, walk a few blocks 
north on Main Street from the opera house and tum left on 
Granite Street. There you'11 find an inconspicuous brick 
building. A medallion above the front door features a raised 
arm holding a hammer, with the letters SLP beneath. The let- 
ters stand for Socialist Labor Party, a national organization 
founded as a "multiethnic, immigrant working-class coali- 
tion." 

This is the Socialist Labor Party Hall, or as it is known 
morę simply today, the Labor Hall. Italian-American granite 
workers somehow found time and energy to build it despite 
their regular work weeks. That gives you an idea how im- 
portant this place was to them. 

The hall was a community hub. It was where you could 
go to watch a play, attend dances or take Italian lessons, or 



to buy food from the grocery cooperative in the basement or 
coal from a building out back. 

But most famously, it was a place to debate politics. Na¬ 
tional political and labor leaders Samuel Gompers, Big Bill 
Haywood and Mother Mary Harris Jones all spoke to large 
crowds here. And in those audiences were Barre's politically 
charged workers, who were divided into rival socialist and an- 
archist camps and numerous factions within each group. 

Debates between and within the camps were intense and 
once, in 1903, turned deadly. During a scuffle between an- 
archists and socialists at the hall, a shot was fired, killing Elia 
Corti, a much-respected stone carver. Corti's life-size likeness 
is carved into his gravestone in Barre's Hope Cemetery. 

The hall remained integral to the community for three 
decades. It served its last great role in 1933, when the down- 
stairs cooperative was used to distribute donated food to 
striking granite workers. 

For reasons that remain murky, the building was auc- 
tioned off in 1936 to the Washington Fruit Company, which 
converted it into a warehouse. For six decades, it faded from 
public sight. 


Karen Lane and John Hanna of the 
Barre Historical Society in the Labor 
Hall , with a model of the building. 

Right, sculptor Erie Oberg demonstrates his craft at the 
Vermont Granite Mnsenm, which will open on a limited 
basis this summer. 


the unused theater. But some Barre residents objected. They 
created the Friends of the Opera House and said they wanted 
to reopen the theater, so the council agreed to alter its ex- 
pansion plan. 

In 1979, a nonprofit group, the Vermont Center for the Per¬ 
forming Arts, took on the arduous task of refurbishing the 
opera house. Short on funds, group members painted, cleaned 
and repaired the place. Finally, in 1982, it reopened. Before 
an audience seated on borrowed folding chairs, the Barre 
Players performed a musical with the appropriate title Sweet 
Charity. 

Today, the theater, which is constantly undergoing some 
form of renovation, puts on morę than 70 events a year. It re- 
tains the simple elegance it had when it opened 104 years ago, 
though it now features modern amenities like cushioned 
seats, air conditioning and handicapped accessibility. 

Dawes wants it to feel accessible to the entire community. 
Older Barre residents will stop by with yisiting relatives to 
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The buildittg housing Studio Place Arts, the Nichols Błock on Main Street, was slated to be demolished when it was saved 
to host art exhibitions, classes and studios. 


Then, in 1994, the hall's owners, the Vermont Pak Tomato 
Company, declared bankruptcy and a bank repossessed it. 
Aldrich Public Library Director Karen Lane and other local 
historians were curious about what was inside. Despite 
promises from the bank, they were unable to study the hall 
before most of its contents were hauled off to the landfill. 

"That was the real tragedy, that we never got that chance," 
says Lane. “We lost some pieces of history — who knows 
what — but the main artifact is still standing, and it is our 
job to preserve it." 

The incident galvanized local historians. The Barre His- 
torical Society, which had disbanded in 1980, was reborn. The 
group took over the building from the city in 1995. 

John Hanna, a granite sculptor and union member who was 
then president of the society, remembers entering the hall for 
the first time. It was packed with refrigerator and gasification 
units, and the walls were covered with inches of insulation. 
Low overhead hung a false ceiling. 

Hanna, Lane and other historical society members spent 
their spare time for three and a half years carefully peeling 
back the layers to find the original Labor Hall beneath. 

"It didn't feel like work," says Hanna. "It was just joyous." 

In an example of history repeating itself, local unions do- 
nated labor and materials to restore the building's plumbing, 
electrical and heating systems. Although work continues on 
the front rooms and upstairs offices, restoration of the main 
hall is complete, and the building is available to rent. And 
now the Labor Hall is remembered far beyond Barre. The Na¬ 
tional Park Service recently declared it a National Land- 
mark. "This is a very rare building," says Lane, who is clearly 
smitten with the hall. "It is one of a kind." 


So is the former Jones Brothers granite shed on Route 302 
at the northern gateway to the city. The factory was once im- 
mense, covering 100,000 sąuare feet. Today, it is merely 
huge. A fire in 1988 destroyed much of the plant, but left a 
30,000-square-foot section intact. That is where the Ver- 
mont Granite Museum is being built. 

It is an ambitious undertaking. 

"A $12 million museum is a big project, but we are halfway 
there," says Norm Akley, a member of the museunTs board. 

Although some in Barre have been frustrated by the pace 
of the museunTs development, it is scheduled to open on a 
limited basis this summer. 

"We're making surę it's about the culture and the heritage 
and how this industry shaped Barre," said museum executive 
director Tess Taylor. "That's a big story." 

She cited the many facets of Barre's tale that the mu¬ 
seunTs backers want to show: not only the history of the 
process of ąuarrying, finishing and shipping granite, but also 
the immigrants who came to the area and the scourge of sil- 
icosis, which lcilled a generation of skilled granite workers 
and eventually resulted in safety regulations to control gran¬ 
ite dust in the workplace. 

Barre has always been home to world-class artisans, and 
they will have a prominent place at the museum. Stone 
carver Giuliano Cecchinelli, who has been running a stone 
arts school at a temporary site sińce January 2003, will open 
the school at the museum early in 2004. 

Cecchinelli, who moved to Vermont from his native Italy 
in 1961 at the age of 17, says education in the art of carving 
is vital to maintaining Barre's tradition of craftsmanship. 

(Continued on page 67) 
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I o,day, We iiame all that we see wild or not, minę not 
I yours, annuals, perennialś and weeds — and then we pa> 
no attention as we pass 0 % by. We think naturę is to 
I be found over thę far ridge ot iii largp parks out West and 
Wjadrf^Sj^by lines on a map 
'l^nd nafuie cah j>e found th^r^ij^; :it tóO&oirtetJiiTig węhike 
i J jtfr&r dtive to all day — it ls not in a ijięighbór^ baćkyard. 
All else we cali The Rest of Vermorit and. We giye it just 
one glance a day. 

But this is what I photograph: the everyday, anywhere 
. part of Vermont, where wild can be found wherever you 
look and naturę is a notice away. Thę peopled and natural 
landscapes ąre t óne fhere, so I don't seek out the remote 
parts of thąstatte^ jfo^jihotograph* Thisris roadside^yermónt, 
and barnside as wel, and fenceside.ahd streamside.... 

Vermonters live in this place with snakes in our 
; baseinents and mieć in our walls and dreams of blue skies 
headsMt is ófc/naturftb liyę with the wild in 

>/.• / IW r -r. • .1 


m 0itr4_ _ . 

Vermont, is the naturę 
naturę of yermont. 


(afyermbnters. 


» ’\i bąvid MiddIeton f whóMves in Danby. is^ a nationally known 
naturę phótographer and the author of stiyerńl photography » 
boóks'including The^ature of, America. Hfs)newelt bodk 
v The Naturę of Vermopę^iDt to be rotiftisęd włth pataralist 
» Charles Johnson *s book of the sanie namel bas just been 
publishedby The Gountrynian Press of Woodśtock . It 
encińnpasses the fuli cycle of a Vermont year y and these 
photos are excerpted from its Winter sections ; the words are 
ty* ddarpted from the iktrodućtión. The bopk (144 pages, $35) is 
vailable at bookstores ór at 


www . vtlife.com. 


i^Htimp frbw. Huntington w % tj 



.ij ; -.'mi:}.)! 
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Emerald Lakę , Dorset 


WINTER 


Frost on grass 
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By Yvonne Daley 
Photographed by Jon Gilbert Fox 


N early 50 years ago, Ruth Stone saw 
a little ad in the New York Times for 
an old farmhouse and four acres in 
Goshen. She took the $3,500 Kenyon 
Review fellowship she had been awarded for her 
poetry and used it to buy what she hoped would 
be a refuge for her husband, novelist and poet 
Walter Stone. She hadn't even looked inside the 
white farmhouse framed by lilacs, a babbling 
brook and an apple orchard before telling the real 
estate agent she'd buy the place. Stone knew it 
would be hers from the moment the agent's car left 
the paved road and started winding through the 
lush green of this sparsely populated mountain 
town midway between Middlebury and Rutland. 

"It had everything one could ask for — naturę 
all around and lots of privacy and ąuiet. Of course, 
it was spring when I saw it. I had no idea about the 
long winters," Stone says, sitting on an old rattan 
chair on the porch of the same house, a bit morę 
dilapidated now than when she first saw it, but 
dear to her nonetheless. "I don't thinlc knowing 
about the worst of winter would have dissuaded 
me. To me, it was paradise." 

Privacy was a big part of it. Ruth and Walter 
Stone were part of an elite group of writers in- 
cluding such figures as Dylan Thomas. Life was 
exhilarating — and exhausting. Vermont offered 
respite from the heady competition and an envi- 
ronment conducive to writing. 
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Sponsored by The Vermont Crafts Council WWW.VERMONTCRAFTS.COM 


Findy Craftfd Wedding and (ommitment 
Rings in Cold and Platinum 



Yermont 

Artisan 

Designs 


106 Main Street 
Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 257-7044 

toll free 877-929-7044 


www.vtartisans.com 



l isit the most 


comprehensive Web Site 
with information on over 300 of 
Yermonfs finest artisans: 

www.vermontcrafts.com 


Or send $3 postage and handling to: 

Vermont Crafts Council, 

PO Box 938, Montpelier, VT 05601, 
or cali (802) 223-3380 for the most recent copy oHhe 
Yermont Crafts Guide. 



Vermont 

m Painting Pendant- 

i j Handpainted Vermont scene of your choice 
set in solid 14K gold or sterling silver frame. 
Chain included. Gift boxed. 

William Charles Schaefer Design 

Custom & Limited Edition Fine Art Jewelry 

P. O. Box 812 ALondonderry, VT A 05148 

Cali toll free: 1-877-275-2795 
www.WCSchaeferDesign.com 



Conveniently brought to you through our internet storę. 

Browse our collection of fine New England 
craftsmanship hand madę in Vermont. Our Vermont Sap 
Bucket of Treats is always a successful Christmas gift. 

WWW.VERMONTFINEGIFTS.COM 



2004 Calendars 


The Beauty of Yermont 




2004 Vennont Life Wall Calendar: CWC4010 $10.95 (Two or morę: $10.50 ea.) 

2004 Vermont Life Engagement Book: CEB4011 $10.95 (Two or morę: $10.50 ea.) 

2004 Vermont Life Pocket Calendar: CPC4035 $6.95 (Two or morę: $6.50 ea.) 

ORDER TOLL FREE: 1-800-455-3399 , ext. 0346 • 8 AM-4.30 PM ET 
0N-LINE: www.VertnontLifeCatalog.com • 24 honrs a day! 
Yermont Life magazine, 6 Baldwin Street, Montpelier, VT 05602 


The Beauty ofVermont brings together the best, most 
beautiful photographs that have graced the pages of 
Vermont Life. With morę than 100 color photo¬ 
graphs, and an introduction and commentary by 
Tom Slayton. BEAU077 $26.95 
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THE STONE WOMEN 


As it turned out, the house became a 
safe haven, but not as Stone had planned. 
Shortly after she purchased it, the fam- 
ily traveled to England, where Walter in- 
tended to spend part of his sabbatical 
working on a novel he was under con- 
tract to finish. He seemed beset with 
concerns about publishing and had hit 
his head ąuite hard in a freak accident, 
but Ruth Stone was completely unpre- 
pared for the cali from police saying he'd 
been found dead, hanging from a cord 
thrown over a doorway in a London 
rooming house. 

Bereft and brolce, Stone retreated to 
the Goshen house to raise her three 
daughters, and to write out, again and 
again, the pain and anger and utter 
frustration she felt because of her hus- 
band's incomprehensible deed. Al- 
though she worked off and on as a 
wandering teacher of creative writing, 
with appointments at morę than a 
dozen colleges and universities across 
the country from the late-1950s until 
recently, the house has always been at 
the center of her family's universe. 

They spent long, snowy winters in 
Goshen, hauling wood, forced into them- 
selves by hardship. But hardship didn't 
win. Stone has never gotten over Walter's 
suicide. That act has penetrated her life 
and poetry. Yet, out of her sorrow, along 
with a deep appreciation of naturę, lan- 
guage and family, have come nine re- 
markable books of poetry. And, although 
Stone has won several prestigious awards 
over the decades, in 2002 and 2003 she 
hit the literary jackpot. Her recent col- 
lection of poems, In the Next Galaxy, 
won the National Book Award in No- 
vember 2002. A month later, the Amer¬ 
ican Academy of Poets awarded her the 
Wallace Stevens Prize. Given annually, 
the $150,000 award recognizes out- 
standing and proven mastery in the art of 
poetry. And now, as she nears 90, she's 
lived to see her daughters' and grand- 
children's creativity also gain widespread 
recognition in art and literaturę. 

It's the unassuming elegance of lines 
like "the birch trees are wrapped in their 
white bandages" or "I am the simple 
sieve that drinks the universe" that read- 
ers find so attractive ahout Stone's poetry. 
Because she uses the stuff of daily life, de- 
scrihing, for example, a Midwestern sky 
as "fractured clouds like cotton wipes," 
the average person does not feel intimi- 
dated hy her poetry. The poems often 



DESIGN • CONSTRUCTION • INTERIORS • FURNISHINGS 


Ź-S ** 


Permitting Site Planning Historie Renovation 
Custom Residential and Commerciał Designs 

Thoughtful and thorough planning are key elements in the 
success of any undertaking, and especially in construction . 
Our staff architectSy interior designers and artisans provide 
the visual tools to facilitate a smooth building process and 
to ensure that what is huilt matches your vision. 


Brandon, Yermont 


(888) 484-4200 
www.mckernongroup.com 
Please Cali for a Free Video. 


Glens Falls, New York 
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If romance reąuires a stage set, 
the Four Columns Inn 
is the theater of choice 
fn Southern Vermont. jM 

COUNTRY HOME 


NEWFANE, YER.MONT 


COLUMNS 


hiNuriate in one of our fireplaced luxury suites. 
Ski, snowshoe, iceskute , snowmobile ... or tukę 
an euening sleigh ride under the stars. 


fourcolumnsinn.com 


4 hours from NYC, 

2.5 from Boston, 

1.5 from Hartford 


for our seasonai 
packages and 
gourmet menu. 



Time and weather perfected 
chalets, cottages and log homes 
produced exclusively by 
Northern Design 
& Building Associates. 

New England Colonials & 
Custom Designed Homes. 

From lakeside to mountaintop, 
we utilize the latest in log 
and panelized building 
systems technology. 

Our ąualified Staff is ready to 
assist you through the planning 
and building process. 

Cali us for a 
free consultationl 


N 


ORTHERN 


DESIGN & BUILDING ASSOCIATES, LTD. 

P.O. Box 47 • Dept VT-01 
Hudson Falls, NY 12839 


576-0557 • www.northcrndesign.com 


make you laugh, as in the title poem of 
another collection, Second-Hand Coat, 
in which the narrator sticks her hand in 
a coat bought used and the coat seems to 
remind its new owner, "Have you got 
your keys?" 

Her poems, says former Vermont Poet 
Laureate Galway Kinnell, one of the five 
judges for the Academy of American 
Poets award, "startle us over and over 
with their shapeliness, their humor, their 
youthfulness, their wild aptness, their 
strangeness, their sudden familiarity, the 
authority of their insights, the morał 
gulps they prompt, their fierce exactness 
of language and memory." 

''Her poems are experiences, not the 
record of experiences/ / Kinnell says. 
"They are events, interactions between 
the poet and the world. They happen — 
there on the page before us and within us 
— surprising and inevitable. ,, 

A striking woman with long, henna- 
dyed hair swept into a careless topknot, 
expressive mouth, high cheekbones and 
electrifying brown eyes, powerful de- 
spite worsening eyesight, Stone says of 
her recent success: "lt's good to get it 
while Tm still around, but what took 
them so long?" Then she chuckles, 
"Weil, better late than never." 

• 

What an oddity the family must have 
seemed to their Goshen neighbors at 
first. Three long-haired, beautiful girls 
and their eąually long-haired mother — 
a single mother, at that, and one who 
wrote poetry — shades of red and auburn 
streaming behind as they ran through 
the orchard or frolicked in the brook 
while famous authors came and went. 
The writer Tillie Olsen, whom Stone 
met in 1963 while on a Radcliffe Institute 
Fellowship, stayed across the road in 
Ruth's study for a while. Other writers — 
Maxine Kumin, Sharon Olds and the late 
Leslie Fiedler among them — often vis- 
ited the family in Vermont. 

Stone had a theory that art — words, 
musie, pictures — could heal, and she 
put that theory to practice. Here, in the 
ramshackle Goshen house, the Stone 
girls, sometimes accompanied by a noted 
poet or artist, madę fairy houses, wrote 
poems and stories, performed in their 
own plays and played The Poetry Gamę. 
Invented by Stone, the gamę reąuires 
each player to provide a word and write 
a poem using all the proffered words. 
Abigail recalls that there was no TV grow- 
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ing up. She didn't mind. There were other 
entertainments, such as initiating Olds, 
a former poet laureate of New York, and 
Fiedler, an important literary scholar, 
into the Phoebe's Mermaid Kingdom, a 
rite that reąuired the adults to jump 
naked into the freezing water of a swim- 
ming hole. 

It wasn't always play. The family was 
poor and the town remote. And there 
was always the ghost of Walter in the 
background. 'Tve never gotten over it. 
You don't get over it," says Stone. "You 
go on. You write to understand. You 
lcnow you cannot. But you write of many 
other things too. It's a way of relating to 
the world and reflecting upon it, in all its 
mystery and beauty." 

Today, as you walk around the Goshen 
house, remnants of the Stone daughters' 
precociousness remain. Early drawings by 
daughter Phoebe decorate the beams on 
the porch and the living room walls. 
Here, too, you can find snippets of songs 
written by Abigail on the staircase lead- 
ing upstairs. This was a house where it 
was OK to write or draw on the walls, to 
turn your dresser drawer into a set for a 
fairy play, to sing at the breakfast table. 

Stone's theory was that art allows 
you to tap into something essential, 
something that is beyond yourself, that 
satisfies in ways that materiał success 
may not. And, from that source, she be- 
lieves, comes the ability to create some¬ 
thing that both speaks of one's personal 
struggles and also the universal condi- 
tion of mankind. 

In this atmosphere, the Stone women's 
artistic talents blossomed. Writer Mary 
McCallum, punning on the family name, 
calls Stone and her daughters "The 
Quarry" in recognition of their deep 
artistic gifts. 

Abigail, well-known in Vermont as an 
entertaining singer/songwriter, pubhshed 
her Brst short story at age 16 in The At¬ 
lantic Monthly. She has published two 
novels, Maybe Its My Heart and Recipes 
from the Dump, and her short stories 
and essays have been included in sev- 
eral prize-winning anthologies. 

Her work explores contemporary is- 
sues that rangę from poverty and Inter¬ 
net bidding to single parenthood and 
terrorism. She is especially adept at writ- 
ing dialogue, capturing in humorous 
pathos the exchange between a Vietnam 
veteran and his pal at the dump or the 
voice of a single Yermont wornan look- 




copeland 


natural hardwood furniture from vermont 

Our complete linę of contemporary and transitional hardwood furniture, 
available in first quality and factory seconds. 

Plus a carefully edited collection of upholstery, rugs and lighting. 


Main Street, Bradford, Vermont 802.222.5300 
copelandfurniture.com Monday-Friday 10am-6pm, Saturday 9am-5pm 


Sarah Home Office 

available in solid 
Mapie or Cherry. 


Alex Sepkus 
Orchard Collection 
prices starting 

the diamonds of at$2425. 

Von Bargen’s 866-656-0006 

Fine Diamonds and Jewelry Burlington , Stratton , Springfield VT, Hanover NH 
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Cali us for morę information about Chubb insurance. 


HACKETT, VALINE & MacDONALD, INC. 

South Burlington, VT 
(800)649-6200 


E KOK & BOARDMAN, INC. 

lington, VT 
2) 658-3500 


FINN & STONE 

Manchester Center, VT 
(802)362-5000 

FINN & STONE 

Ludlow, VT 
(802)228-3733 


Chubb rofers to the insurers of the Chubb Group of Insurance Companics. 
Actual covcrage is subject to the languagc ot the policics as Issucd. 
Chubb. Box 1615, Warren. NJ 07061 1615. wMw.chubb.com 


W00DST0CK INSURANCE SERVICES 

Woodstock, VT 
(802) 457-1111 


<CHUBB PERSONAL INSURANCE 


HICkOK & BOAR 

StovL, VT 
(80*253-9707 


IK & BOARDMAN OF STOWE, INC. 
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WILL MOSES 


"Four 0'Clock Train" 14" x 22" 

Hear that whistle blow... 

"Art to zuarm your heart & home" 

MT. NEBO GALLERY 

60 Grandma Moses Rd., Eagle Bridge, NY 12057 (just off Rte. 22) 

15 Minutes from Bennington, VT. . . 35 Minutes from Manchester, VT 

FREE color catalog is also available, cali 1-800-328-6326 

Visit us on the web at www.willmoses.com or visit the Will Moses Dealer nearest you: 
Bennington Museum, Bennington, VT Framing Format, St. Johnsbury, VT 

Inch by Inch, Bennington, VT 


ing for a husband. In Recipes from the 
Dump, her husband-hunting narrator 
says, "But the odds are against you and 
the stats are against you and the press is 
against you, so where are you? Alone at 
the fitness club wondering why you are 
getting forever into shape just to sleep 
alone in your size eight silk pajamas." 

One of the things that's so delightful 
about AbigaiFs novels is the familiarity 
of her settings, pleasantly recognizable 
from her childhood growing up in and 
around Goshen, Brandon and Middle- 
bury. Yet, the boolcs have appeal far be- 
yond Vermont. Recipes from the Dump 
has been an Amazon.com favorite sińce 
its publication in 1995. 

Middle daughter Phoebe's artworlc — 
lyrically imaginary scenes presented in 
bright colors on huge canvases — have 
long been shown in New York galleries. 
Her illustrations have graced several 
award-winning children's books. For the 
past decade, she's been writing and il- 
lustrating her own children's books, in- 
cluding When the Wind Bears Go 
Dancing, What Night Do the Angels 
Wanderl and Go Away, Shelley Boo! In 
each, a child narrator comes to terms 
with some scary experience of growing 
up — a thunderstorm, a new neighbor, 
Christmas anxiety. Wonderfully bright 
and fantastical drawings accompany the 
lyrical language. 

Morę recently, she's branched out into 
fiction for older children and famihes with 
her successful novels Ali the Blue Moons 
at the Wallace Hotel and Sonata # 1 for 
Riley Red. A New York Times reviewer 
called Ali the Blue Moons at the Wallace 
Hotel "A haunting tale ... Stone's prose is 
poetic, yet grounded in realistic adolescent 
language, adroitly handling preadolescent 
angst against a backdrop of family tragedy 
and gradual renewal." 

Lilce her mother and sister, Phoebe's 
worlc begins in the nightmares and un- 
certainties of her youth but goes far be- 
yond the autobiographical to embrace 
the magical and joyous in life. 

"Mother believed in the beauty of 
words, in the healing power of art. I be¬ 
be ve I was madę of poetry, because I heard 
so much of it growing up," Phoebe says. 
Both she and Abigail read their books to 
their mother, in draft after draft. "Some- 
times we're on the phone for hours, read- 
ing the worlcs," says Phoebe. "She's 100 
percent supportive. I truły believe that 
our success, all the way through the 


Early River Gallery, Grafton, VT 

Craft Haus, Wilmington, VT 

F. H. Gillingham & Sons, Woodstock, VT 


Jay Country Storę, Jay, VT 
Yermont Gift Barn, So. Burlington, VT 



A joy to plan... 
a joy to live in 


Post and beam homes 
designed by our architects 
to reflect your lifestyle and 
respect your budget. Each 
Deck House features 
soaring spaces and walls 
of glass that capture the 
essence of your home site, 
while exotic woods and 
naturally lit interiors 
reflect elements of naturę. 
Order our Design Portfolio 
for $20 by phone, mail, or 
through our web site. 


-A 


Deck House, Inc. 
Dept. DVL 
930 Main Street 
Acton, MA 01720 
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We know just the place. 



wise 


Need morę time with your family? Remembering that 
old sled of yours? Imagining the wind as you scream 
down a hill? Wise Vacations in Killington can help you 
find the right lodging, the perfect sled run and the 
best prices to help bring your vacation together. 
Cali us at 1 - 800 - 642-1147 or visit www.wisevacations.com. 



c ViIIage oł_ c fiIImore c Pond_ 

Bennington’s Premier Senior Living Community 
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Independent Living Assisted Living 

Gorgeous views Thoughtful care 
Fabulous food Transportation 
Social events 24'hour staffing 


300 Yillage Lane, Bennington, VT 05201 


802'447-7000 Cali for a brochure 


grandchildren, comes from that com- 
mitment to art, to the power of words, to j 
listening to one another and having time 
away from TV and other distractions to 
hear your inner voice. I know that fa- | 
ther's death was a terrible thing for all of 
us, but she didn't let it defeat us." 

Phoebe has recently turned her former 
home on Route 7 in Middlebury into a 
studio for herself and her husband, pho- I 
tographer/designer David Carlson. Here, 
one steps into a world created by the 
artist — walls adorned with her huge 
paintings of floating people, huge orange 
poppies and a gang of capricious animals; 
painted cabinets containing pottery vases 
and plates she designed and painted with 
deliciously vivid swans and orioles; floors 
covered with hooked rugs she created, 
also in her signature bright colors. 

Stone's oldest daughter, Marcia Croll, 
uses her talents as a junior high school 
guidance counselor and school psychol- 
ogist and in carpentry and woodworking. 

Much as these women grew up playing 
The Poetry Gamę and entertaining them- 
selves by writing and performing plays 
and painting on the walls, they sought to 
foster a creative environment for their 
own children. It seems to have paid off. 

AbigaiPs daughter Hillery was assis- 
tant editor at Grove Press and is now on 
a New York University fellowship in cre- 
ative writing; daughter Bianca, a sopho- 
more at Antioch College, is a songwriter, 
musician and founder of the feminist 
magazine Speedsmear } son Walter is a 
published poet, musician and recording 
artist. Phoebe's son Ethan is a photogra- 
pher currently finishing a book on his 
solitary wanderings through China enti- 
tled The Honorable Outsider ; Marcia's 
daughter Nora is a poet in graduate 
school at the University of Wisconsin; 
her son Ehsan is a filmmaker,- her daugh¬ 
ter Najat is a talented teenage actress. 

All this, of course, pleases Ruth Stone 
immensely. Her next volume of work, In 
the Dark, will be published in 2004 by 
Copper Canyon Press. She's lost much of 
her vision in recent years and wears a 
hearing aid, but her curiosity about life re- 
mains, and she continues writing and 
tours the country giving readings. 

Poetry, she says, is created of mem- 
ory, imagination, information. "You 
need all three; what happens in that 
magical mix of these ingredients, I can't 
explain. But, to be a writer, you must 
read, read, read, think, think, think. 
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POR M O R f' For a sampling of the 

I Uli ll/l UIIL Stone family's writing and 
artwork, visit www.vtlife.com. 

Not just experience things and write 
from your own reactions. To spealc to 
others, you need to get out of yourself 
and put your observations into the 
world. And not just the world of people 
I but the world of naturę, the world that 
I makes sense. This world ..." she says, 
I her voice trailing off as, despite the de- 
i clining vision and hearing, she talces 
I pleasure in a patch of day lilies opening 
I under a canopy of leaves in her front 
I yard and the rat-tat-tat of a nearby 
I woodpecker. 

From childhood on, Stone's poems 
I often came to her whole, "riding in like 
I a freight train, the words appearing at 
I fuli speed in my mind, sometimes from 
[ the bottom up." And, like a traveler rush- 
I ing to catch a departing train, she has to 
I write the lines down fast before they pass 
I on by. 

Still, they are far from finished prod- 
I ucts when they arrive. Each is painstak- 
I ingly revised, given shape, honed, read 
I aloud, dreamt about, put aside and 
I worked on again and again before it is fin- 

I I ished. "There are so many words," she 
says, explaining her creative process. 
"What Fm after is the right words. I like 
to live with a poem for a while, get to 
know it, get to lcnow its language." She 
worked on one poem for a decade and, 
then, while doing some menial task, the 
perfect beginning came to her. Inspiration 
I is a necessary partner, she says, but you 
I have to write it down. 

It makes Stone sad that, among the 
people who come to her in waking and 
sleeping dreams, Walter remains absent. 
"I speak to him, I talk to him, I ac- 
knowledge he isn't there. Fm talking to 
the dead. Fve had dreams in which I say, 
There he is. I see him.' But he's got his 
back to me. He rejects me. The resilience 
in you comes from your artistry, the way 
your mind is put together and the fact 
that you cannot desert your children. 
This is something that is true of many 
human beings. It's what keeps us going, 
what makes us make our art." 


Yvonne Daley teaches and writes in Rut- 
land and San Francisco. She is working on a 
book about Vermont authors called A State 
of Mind, Writing in Vermont. Jon Gilbert 
Fox lives in Hanover, New Hampshire. 


Come Yisit Walce Robin 



“Life is fuli. With four 
seasons of healthy 
outdoor activity here, 
we can always be 
active.” 

-William & Doris Granule 

For morę information or 
to visit, cali 1-802-264-5100. 



Vermont’s Only Life Care 
Retirement Community 


200 Wake Robin Drive 
Shelburne, VT 05482 
www.wakerobin.com 


Equal Housing Opportunity 
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VERM 0 NT’S 
OLDEST 
NURSERY 


‘Plcase add S6.50 per wreath lo cover 
shippinu and handling. W realhs shipped 
to Yermont please include 6% sales ta\. 


offers the finest balsam 
wreaths. Handcrafted in 
Vermont’s Northeast 
Kingdom, our wreaths 
will add the look and 
scent of Yermont to your 
Christmas. Each wreath is 
double-sided, measures 24 
and is tastefully decorated 
pine cones, berries and a 
red velvet bow. We will 
gladly enclose a gift card. 


28 . 95 * 

Y/MC/Discover 
or persona! cheek 


HORSFORD 

Gardens & Nursery 


Wreaths will arrive 
within 10 day s of ordering. 
To order by phone cali 


802 - 425-2811 

or write: 

Horsford Gardens & Nursery 
2111 Greenbush Road 
Charlotte, Yermont 05445 

www.HorsfordNursery.co 
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Essex County, located in the heart of 
New>fork Statek Adirondack Park... 


A healthy place 
to grow a business 

A healthy place 
to grow a family 

A healthy place 
to be 

Located along Lakę Champlain 2 hours north of Albany, 
90 minutes south of Montreal 

•6 Empire Zones, pre-permitted business parks located along 1-87 

•Access to skilled workforce 

•Financing and economic incentive programs 

•Abundant natural resources (tiinber, water, minerał and agricultural) 

•Come for a visit, start or expand a business, stay a lifetime... 

For morę Information: www.essexcountyida.com • Tel: 518-873-9114 • Fax: 518-873-2011 


Nothing makes the holidays morę special 
than a stay at a traditional Vermont inn or 
b&b. Stay at a participating inn or b&b 
between Nov. 21 and Dec. 21, and get a free 
Christmas tree—not just any tree, but a 
fresh. beautiful, genuine Vermont tree. 

To learn morę. see us on the web. 


YERMONT 


www.VermontVacation.com 
1 -800-VERMONT 


V224B 


WINTER CLOTHES 

(Continued from page 27) 


Clothing Resources 


Contact information for the Vcrmont 
companies that make the clothing and 
eąuipment shown on pages 26 and 27: 


Boutin Snowshoes 

Williamstown, 802-433-5876 

Burton Snowboard Company 

Burlington, 800-881-3138 
www.burton.com 

Geiger of Austria 

Middlebury, 800-243-4437 
www.geiger-fashion.com 

Hide's Pride 

Essex Junction, 802-879-2676 

Ibex Outdoor Clothing 

Woodstock, 800-773-9647 
www. ibexwear. com 

Isis 

Burlington, 866-875-8689 
www.isisforwomen.com 

Johnson Woolen Mills 

Johnson, 877-635-9665 
www.johnsonwoolenmills.com 

Kombi Limited 

Essex Junction, 800-243-6117 
wwrw.kombisports.com 

NEOS (New England Overshoe) 
Burlington, 800-335-0184 
wrww.overshoe.com 


Rossignol Ski Company 

Williston, 802-863-2511 
wrww.rossignol.com 


Shepherd's Flock 

Townshend, 802-365-4588 
wwrw.shepherdsflock.com 


Sol Matę Socks 

South Strafford, 866-762-5523 
wrww.socklady.com 

Tubbs Snowshoes 

Stowe, 800-882-2748 
wwrw.tubbssnowshoes.com 

Turtle Fur 

Morrisville, 802-888-6400 
www.turtlefur.com 

ULU 

Burlington, 800-335-0184 
wwrw.uluboot.com 

Vermont Country Storę 

Weston, 802-362-8460 
wrww.vermontcountrystore.com 

Vermont Flannel Company 

East Barre, 802-476-5226 
wrww.vermontflannel.com 
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(Continued from page 47) 

"If they don't have a school," Cecchinelli 
says, "they'll lose everything." 

Dick McBride, who served as Jones 
Brothers' sales manager from 1957 until 
1974, when the plant closed, remembers 
the days when 300 men worked there. 
"We'd make these giant [granite] rolls 
for the paper industry, 30-feet long with 
this diameter," he says, stretching his 
arms wide. "Nobody else could do it." 

Among its many projects, the plant 
also produced the Green Beret memoriał 
at Fort Bragg — for which McBride re- 
ceived telegrammed thanlcs from actor 
John Wayne — and columns for the 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New 
York City. 

Local officials have high hopes for the 
museum. "I think the Granite Museum 
will bring new life to Barre," says Mayor 
Harry Monti. 

Akley hopes one day to link the mu¬ 
seum by train and bicycle path to Mont- 
pelier, to the Rock of Ages ąuarry and to 
Barre's downtown depot, now the Gran¬ 
ite Museum's visitor center. From the 
old train station, visitors will have only 
a one-block walk to another cultural 
magnet that is drawing people to the 
city, Studio Place Arts. 

Learn a little about SPA's founding 
and you might begin to believe in fate. 
Nancy Hanson, a painter, had a day- 
dream about the downtown Nichols 
Błock, and she told her husband and 
friends about it. "I madę jokes about 
this old building that had had a fire," she 
says. "I said it might be gotten cheap, 
and maybe could be an art gallery and 
have studios in it and maybe a cafe." 

Karen Lane hadn't heard the jokes, 
but she had a feeling Hanson would be 
helpful to a project she was working on 
that happened to involve the Nichols 
Błock. Historical society members were 
looking for a tenant for the graceful 
three-story brick building, which was 
one of the oldest on Main Street. And 
they were in a hurry. The city council 
had agreed to delay for one year demol- 
ishing the Nichols Błock to make way 
for a parking lot. After that, no tenant, 
no building. 

Lane knew three artists looking to 
buy and share studio space in the area, 
so she put Hanson in touch with Janet 
Van Fleet, Maggie Neale and Georgia 
Landau. 

At first if SPA seemed destined for 
anything, it was failure. "Did we have 





LiitiOil 

GohisM 


LaiC4tChćrvTC 

GoatsMilk' 


UitJcOffcvTC 
spoacs Milky 


Mc.Guire Family Furmture Make 

Fine Benchmade Furniture 


Main Street Islc LaMotte,Vermont 05463 
1-802-928-4190 
www.vermontclock.com 


Main Street Alhurg. Yermont 05440 
1-802-928-4190 
jackto vermontclock.com 


YERMONT CLOCK COMPANY 


Vermont winters 
can be really harsh. 

So, we replace dryness 
with softness... no kidding! 


At Canus, we’ve developed a complete linę of skin 
care products based on the naturally enriching 
***'" properties of farmTresh goats milk. 

Once you lavish your skin with our soothing, nomgreasy 
moisturizing lotions or take pleasure in the rich bubbles 
of our silky body soaps, you’11 never go back to the ordinary. 

Ali our products are available either delicately scented or fragranceTree. 
Experience the Ultimate Caress for yourself — only from Canus Yermont. 


( 802 ) 496-2527 
www.canusgoatsmilk.com 


CAfiUS 


WINTER 2003-2004 • 67 











































VISIT THE NEW 

Vermont History Center 
Library Hours: 

Tues-Fri. 9-4:30 Aj?‘ Jt 1c <fA 

(9 to 4, second Saturday /^ f \ >. 

every month) / ^ J y ^ 

Museum Storę: / 

Mon.-Fri. 9-4:30 Bjjfe jł — 


For your past, your 
present and your 
futurę... 
jr the 3 stone 
v " diamond 
ring. 

Remember, only quality gifts come from... 

( Richard /. Wobby Jewelersj 


Taste the difference of farm fresh dining. 

/ Breakfast 

served all day. 

th e Generous portions. 

F A R M E R S FriendlyserYke. 

r A . All Vermont. 

l n e r 

Sun., Mon., Tues., Wed.: 7AM-3PM 
Thurs., Fri., Sat.: 7AM-8PM w/early bird special, 

free dessert or complimentary beer and winę 

24Ó"Ń _ Maiń Śt” BaTre "802-476-7623' 
www.farmersdiner.com • open 7 days 


60 Washington St. 
Barre, VT 

802 - 479-8500 




124 No. Main St., Barre, Vermont 

802 - 476-4031 


ermonthistory.org 


Process your fc*. J 
digital pictures~ *.'Ą 
in 1 hour or less! K- 

We use Fuj (film Digital 
Camera Developing and m 
Fujicolor Crystal HM 
Archive Paper k > v 1 


Because memories 
are precious 


S CAMERA 
& VIDEO 

802 - 476-4342 


A BUSINESS ADDRESS FOR ALL SEASONS 

Magnificently restored historie landmark in a 
quaint Vermont village. You will be proud 
to host your clients in this classic 
Vermont masterpiece on the White River. Built 
in the 1870's, this property has enduring quality 
that never goes out of style, combined with 
all the elements essential to a modern business. 
Enjoy Main Street appeal with easy interstate 
access. For those w'ho demand excellence, there 
has never been a better time to live and work 
in Vermont. 

$ 325,000 


MEMORIES IN THE MAKING 

The ultimate Vermont vacation home or year 
round residence. Built in 1857, this classic 
farmhouse beckons you to the good life. 
Situated on 50 acres, the property features five 
accessory buildings, separate guest quarters, 
and an apple orchard. An additional 70 acres 
with a smali pond and waterfall are also 
available. Owned by one family sińce 1927, 
you are invited to begin making your 
own Vermont memories. Your grandchildren 
will thank you. 

$ 395,000 


ROCK OF AGES OUARRIES: 

Awesomely igneous hut 
magnificently metamorphic 

We irn ite you to come see all of the clianges 
for the 2004 season: 

New Visitors’ Center • New Exhibits 
New Displays • Exciting Tours 

A futi-filled expeńence for 
et ery member of the family 

1-89, exit 6 
560 Graniteville Road 
Graniteville (Barre Town), Vemiont 
802-476-3119 

ww.rockofages.com • visitor@Barre.rockofages.com 


Berg, Carmolli &. Kent Real Estate 
83 North Main Street, Barre, Vermont 

www.BCKrealestate.com 

CALL 802-479-3366 AND LEAVE THE WORRIES TO US. 


Adding Regional Support to Local lnitiative 
Central Vermont's 


See us on the web at www.central-vt.com 


Honest Taste From Real Farms 

















































































BARRE 


doubts? Oh, yeah!" says Van Fleet. "We 
first thought this would cost $200,000, 
then we got a $500,000 price tag and 
that seemed outrageous." 

In the end, it cost $850,000. But with 
the help of the Central Vermont Com- 
munity Land Trust and a team of skilled 
volunteers, SPA opened in October 2000. 

Today, Studio Place Arts hosts 10 
shows a year in its gallery, and nearly two 
dozen morę are held in other parts of 
the building. Since the exhibits are usu- 
ally by area artists, they often explore 
local themes. On its two upper floors, 
SPA rents studio space and offers an as- 
tonishing array of art and craft classes. 

"This is not your typical snooty arts 
center," says Van Fleet. "It is about bring- 
ing everyone in the community in. It 
has become an indispensable part of cul- 
tural life in central Vermont, and that is 
really exciting." 

Another vital aspect of the state's cul- 
ture has just moved downtown. A few 
blocks up Washington Street sits the 
new home of the Vermont Historical So- 
ciety, which took over the former Spauld- 
ing School. 

The school, built in 1891, is a prime ex- 
ample of the work of Lambert Packard, a 
St. Johnsbury architect who also designed 
that community's Fairbanks Museum. 
As beautiful as the building is, by 1994 it 
had outlived its usefulness as a school. 
The district turned it over to the city, 
which struggled to find a use for it. 

When the State historical society began 
looking around the area for a new head- 
ąuarters, the city madę it an offer it 
couldn't refuse. Its aslcing price for the 
school? One dollar. 

That doesn't mean the project will 
come cheap. The society will spend 
about $7 million renovating its new 
60,000-square-foot home. (It will also 
keep its space in Montpelieris Pavilion 
Building to mount a permanent exhibit 
about the statek history.) 

"We were crammed into far too little 
space for far too long," says the histori¬ 
cal society's new director, J. Kevin 
Graffagnino. "This was a wonderful op- 
portunity." 

The society has already moved its of- 
fices and library into large, airy spaces at 
the school. The collections come next. 
By sometime in 2004, the Vermont His¬ 
tory Center plans to house rotating ex- 
hibits and rooms of artifacts in "visible 
(Continued on page 72) 



WOOD-STOCK 

KITCHENS & BATHS 

ty you mfatf tAe ant lasiny ouell, 
cfou ane leacUf fan a*t 

AGA 


Tel: (802) 878-5333 
Fax:(802) 878-7169 
27 Park St., Essex Jct., VT 



YERMONT YERNACULAR DESIGNS, INC. 


595 TEBBETTS ROAD (802) 456-7020 write or cali for portfolio 

EAST CALAIS, VT 05650 1-800-639-1796 of designs - $20.00 


Reproduction 18th <5k 19th C. Yermont homes built on your site 




W 



/ 


v u. 


Designed and manufactured in Maine. 


Gamę orni aur moc/e/. 


Bring your floorplans and ideas and let us 
help you design the home of your dreams. 
We’ve been in the housing industry sińce 1975 

Affordable panelized western red cedar 
post & beam homes and sunrooms! 

For a frec brochurc or $12 NDH plan book, 
or for directions to our model, write or cali 

New Dimension Homes, Itic. 

Tom & Dianę Caffyn 
RR 1 Box 95 VL16 • Clinton, ME 04927 

www.ndhpostandbeam.com 

207 - 426-7450 
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There is plenty to see and do in Vermont all year ’round. 

Refer to the convenient map below to locate your favorite attraction or event. 
Be surę to cali ahead for complete directions and schedules and have fun! 



1 Johnson/Jeffersonville 

2 Stowe 

River Jct. 3 Burlington 

4 Essex 

5 Waterbury 

6 Cabot 

7 St. Johnsbury 

8 Shelburne 

9 Vergennes 

10 Middlebury 

11 Barre/Montpelier 

12 Rutland 

13 North Springfield 

14 Manchester 


Map Location 
ot Advertisers 



The 

Vermont 

Folklife 

Center 


.. . . - ■ 

Preserving the voices and 

ditions of Vkrmori 




Map 10 




Ov€R 400 fiuSIN€SS£S OfFERIHG! 
ShOfflNG, DINING, S€RVIC€S, 
Tłl€ATR€, €NT€RTAINM€NT, 
OUTDOOR EV€NTS 
& MOR€! 


Map 12 



LOCATED JUST 

one mile South of 

THE VILLAGĘ 

of Shelburne 

FOR TIMES AND 
RESERVATIONS CALL 
802.985.3001 


VlSIT US ON OUR WEBSITE AT: 
WWW.VERMONTTEDDYBEAR.COM 
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umallvt.com 


www.VergennesOperaHouse.org 


ajMu. 


AND 


Map 3,10,14 


Johnson ‘WooCen JetiCCs 
Facto ry Storę 


Hudson Bay Jackets & 
i, . , , . Pantsforthe 

I 01 nt Blanket Entire Family 

\j Main Street • Johnson, VT 

(802)635-2271 • l-877-635-Wool 
www.johnsonwoolenmills.com 
Mon.-Sat. 9-5 • Sun. 10-4 (June-Jan.) 


Map 9 


Map 3 


Map 1 
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Corwenient to Interstate 89. Take Exit 14E, 
tum ńght onto Dorset Street. 


UNIVERSITY 

MALL 

Dorset Street at Williston Road, South Burlington, Vermont 
Monday- Saturday: 9:30am - 9:30pm • Sunday: 11 ani - 6pm 
(800)863-1066 


Map 13 


. ' u 


Holiday 

Inn 


Exit 14E 
off 1-89 


University 


University 

Mail 


Williston Road 


spirit. 


. Our 


A Special Invitation 

Celeb ratingover 50 Ljears in the farm and garden industry, 
Cogeris Sugar House Gardens mvites ljou to visit our newest 
storę tuckea awau in the beautiful hills of Southern Vermont. 
Spring.. .the trout ponds are surrounded with flowers • 

Tali.. .the pumpldn patch will be filled with surprises « 

Winter.. .our gift shop will sparlde with Christmas 
beautiful Log Cabin Gift Shop is nestled among 10 acres of 
display gardens, ponds and greenhouses. 

. Ohristmas Snop op>ęn Sept. l^th through Christmas Eve. 

^ A wonderful stop for the entire familtj. Open uear-round 
with the exception of Jan. lOth -Teb. I0tn S* Aug. Ist -l^th 

Coger'5 Sugar House Gardens 

1? 5altimore RcCNo. Spnngfield, VT 0^0 • Junction Rt. lOd & Rt. 10 
1 (500) J-8o~2jŚ^ • www.cogersugarhouse.com 


Take a virtual visit to the Vergennes Opera House! Go to 
our new web site for an up-to-date events calendar! Learn 
about the successful restoration of this 106-year-old historie 
theatre located in the heart of Vermont’s oldest and smallest 
city. There’s always SOMETHING going on at the 
Vergennes Opera House. Consider renting the Opera 
House for your next special event, wedding or performance! 

Located on the second floor of City Hall on 
Main Street in Vergennes, VT. 

For information cali 802-877-6737. 










Vermont s lar gest 
enclosed 
shopping 
center... 
featuring 
cjuality local 
ancl national 
special ty shops. 


Choosefrom a variety ofplaces 
to eat in the Garden Cafe Food 
Court... including Applebee ’s 
Neighhorhood Gtill & Bar. 


Enjoy a selection oj major 
department Stores...Sears, 
JCPenney, and 
The Bon ♦ Ton. 












































































e Rivek 

La ke & Lodge Store 


Visit us online 

for directions 4 events: 

www.essexoutlets.com 


Map 4 


802-657-2777 
Intersect. Rts. 15 A 289 
Rt. 289 exit 10 Essex, VT 


Map 5, 6 


/ &Q Hickory Furniture & Camp Decorations; 
Vintage Canoes, Packbaskets, Snowshoes 
/ 2 d Antlers & Taxidermy - Moose Heads 
'Sd Philip R. Goodwiń Prints 
'Sc Pendleton Blankets 
Sc Ibex Clothing 

Sc French Wines 802 7 4 8 "2423 
370 RA1LR0AD ST., ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 

Map 7 
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(Continued fiom page 69) 

storage," letting visitors see far morę of 
the collections than the 5 percent that 
could be shown at its Montpelier site. 

Still in the works are classrooms on 
two floors, an auditorium with a nearby 
catering kitchen, an atrium reception 
room and several meeting rooms. The 
society will rent some of these areas as 
a conference center, both to raise money 
for the organization and to serve as a 
local resource. 

"We definitely want to serve morę 
than just the history community," 
Graffagnino says. 

History, however, will be a major at- 
traction for out-of-state visitors to Barre. 
The city has worked hard to rediscover 
its past, Graffagnino says, and other Ver- 
mont communities could follow Barre's 
example. 

"Heritage tourism is an important thing 
for Vermont," he says, "because it repre- 
sents an unspoiled part of America." ® 


Mark Bushnell is a freelance writer who 
lives in Middlesex. Jeb Wallace-Brodeur is 
a photographer for the Barre-Montpelier 
Times Argus. 


How to Go 

Barre Opera House: For events and 
tickets: (802) 476-8188. Information: 
www.barreoperahouse.org. 

Labor Hall: For rentals, tours: (802) 
476-0567. Information: www.cr.nps.gov/ 
nr/travel/centralvermont/cv26.htm. 

Studio Place Arts: Exhibits and classes 
throughout the year: cali (802) 479-7069 
or checlc www.studioplacearts.com. 

Vermont Granite Museum: To open 
on a limited basis, summer 2004, even- 
tually to feature interactive exhibits on 
granite industry history and demon- 
strations of stone-cutting techniąues. 
The museunTs visitor center in the old 
train depot on Depot Sąuare downtown 
features exhibits, souvenirs and sculp- 
ture. Visitor center open 8:30 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Monday-Friday. Information: (802) 
476-4605, www.granitemuseum.com. 

Vermont History Center: The Ver- 
mont Historical Society's library and of- 
fices are in the former Spaulding School 
downtown. Exhibits will open in 2004. 
A permanent display about Vermont 
history is scheduled to open at the Pavil- 


ion Building in Montpelier in January 
2004. For morę information, cali (802) 
479-8500, or check online at: www.ver 
monthistory.org. 

Other Barre attractions and events: 

Rock of Ages Visitor Center: The im- 
pressive new Rock of Ages Corporation 
yisitor center opening in May in Barre 
Town will offer a variety of granite ex- 
hibits, including Web cameras that show 
work in the ąuarry and the manufac- 
turing plant. Open May 1-October 31, 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Saturday and 
noon-5 p.m. Sundays. There are also 
tours of the nearby manufacturing plant 
and a shuttle to the main Rock of Ages 
quarry ; admission. Information: (802) 
476-3119; www.rockofages.com. 

Barre Granite Festival: A celebration 
of Barre's granite heńtage. Saturday, Sep- 
tember 11, 2004. 

Barre Homecoming: A community- 
wide celebration, July 30-August 1, 
2004. 

For generał information about the re¬ 
gion, from events, lodging and dining to 
businesses: (802) 229-4619, www.cen 
tral-vt.com. 
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A Yermont Getaway for 


By PORTLAND HeLMICH 
Photographed by Berne Broudy 


I t's one of those January mornings in 
Vermont when winter isn't a burden, 
but a gift. The air smells new ; the 
slcy is baby blue ; the cold is enlivening. 
In a relaxed huddle at the entrance to 
Merck Forest in Rupert, several women 
prepare to snowshoe. One of their guides 
outfits them with snaclcs and water ; the 
other helps them put the snowshoes on. 

Before heading off on the adventure, 
the women pause to talce photographs. 
A passerby might assume they're long- 
time friends, but most met less than 48 
hours ago. 

The snów is patchy at the entrance to 
the forest, so the group treads in on ice. 
Conversation is light and free,- the 
women walk in twos and threes, in- 
dulging in the joy of having nothing in 
particular to accomplish. Farther along 
the trail, the snów deepens, and one 
woman takes a tumbie. Unable to lift 
herself out of the snów, she laughs like 
a child. The others join in and puli her 
to her feet. 

At the top of a hill, the women pause 
to rest and admire the panoramie views. 
Their guides ask if they'd like to share 
their intentions for the new year. Slowly, 
each woman speaks. It is elear from their 
words that at least part of what they 
want is morę of this — morę time to 
nurture themselves. 

As they head bacie down, there is lively 
discussion about whether the animal 
tracks in the snów were madę by a dog or 
a fox. At the bottom of the hill, each 


woman takes a 10 - 
minute solo walk on a 
forest trail as an oppor- 
tunity for reflection. 

They snowshoe away 
one at a time before 
heading bacie to the Bar- 
rows House, the 100- 
year-old inn in Dorset 
where they have been 
treated to fine dining, 
massage, yoga, astrology 
readings and a private 
astronomy lesson. 

This is the finał day 
of a Tracks of Vermont 
getaway, a weekend re- 
treat for women, a con- 
cept that Mary Castner 
and Leslie Tarbell came 
up with after working 
in Manchester for 
the Vermont Country 
Storę, a mail-order busi¬ 
ness. On weekends, 
they would hike or ski and muse about 
starting a business together. They con- 
templated opening a jazz club or a book- 
store, but the idea Castner liked best was 
inviting women to Vermont to do the 
things she and Tarbell loved to do most. 

Today, Castner runs the weekends 
with Dagny St. John, a former Outward 
Bound instructor with morę energy than 
most women half her age. (Tarbell left 
when her graphic-design business de- 
manded morę time). 

"We complement each other well, ,/ 
St. John says. "I bring a lot of enthusiasm 
and positivity, and Mary has the ąuiet, 
nurturing presence." 

They also have a customer relations 
manager, Kim Wilcox, who makes the 
reservations and handles arrangements 
before the women arrive. 

Recreating among Vermont's rivers, 
mountains and forests is still the heart 
of the retreats. Winter weekends mean 


A Tracks of Vermontgroup heads into the zuoods at 
Merck Forest in Rupert. 


snowshoeing or cross-country slciing; in 
warmer weather, canoeing, kayaking, 
hilcing or even fly-fłshing might be the 
main course. 

To balance exertion with relaxation, 
each weekend includes yoga classes. The 
mind must be stimulated too, and so 
Tracks of Vermont brings in experts to 
present workshops on topics ranging 
from animal tracking and owi Identifi¬ 
cation to painting and color therapy. 

Fine dining as well as charming ac- 
commodations are also important, so 
Castner traverses the State to locate coun¬ 
try inns that meet her reąuirements: 
enough suitable rooms for the group, 
healthy four-course dinners, private 
rooms for workshops and massages and 
a serene setting within 30 minutes of a 
hike that is not too taxing. 

"Since the getaways are short," she 
says, "it's important that we're not trav- 
eling a lot. It helps the weekends feel 


HOW TO GO 


Tracks of Vermont's weekend ratę 
of $695 covers three days and two 
nights at an inn, all meals, tips, taxes, 
activities. For information, cali (802) 
824-9642 or go to explorevt.com. 
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SEAL OF QUALITY 


AGENCYOFAGRICULTURE 


Vermont Mapie 
Open House 
Weekend 

March 19-21,2004 
www.vermontmaple.org 


Vermont 
Mapie Festival 

St. Albans 

April 23-25,2004 

www.vtmaplefestival.org 


INNS AND OUTINGS 


longer." Retreats begin on Fridays around 
5 p.m. and continue through lunch on 
Sunday, allowing time to return home 
before too late. The all-inclusive cost of 
a getaway is $695. 

Tracks of Vermont's organizers relish 
offering the retreats, but it can be diffi- 
cult to find women willing to give them- 
selves such a treat. "It's very hard for 
women to feel they're entitled to spend 
money just on themselves," says Cast- 
ner. When they do, however, a seamless 
blend of pampering, physical activity 
and bonding is the reward. 

Its founders knew they were limiting 
their market when they launched Tracks 
of Vermont in 1998, but the inherent 
values of an all-female experience con- 
vinced them to follow their instincts. 

"It's easier to try new things and not 
feel pressured to be anything when it's 
just women," Castner says. "You don't 
have to look your best or act your best; 
you can just be there." 

The five women participating in 
this weekend (the average number is 
eight) are not unlike most Tracks of 
Vermont visitors. They're in midlife, 
and they hail from the Northeast. Four 
are first-timers; one woman is on her 
third getaway. 

"Fm hooked," says Ginny Powell, a 
high school German teacher from 
Fiolden, Massachusetts. "I find things 
here that are harder to find at home. 
There's solące, support and a real sense 
of renewal. I always come away with a 
feeling that there's a sisterhood." 

"I was with a group in October," she 
continues, "and three of us had lost our 
mothers in the last two years. Two 
women were losing partners. There was 
an unspoken understanding of where 
people were coming from." 

Wife, mother and office assistant 
Greta DeAngelis of Norwalk, Con¬ 
necticut, decided on a Tracks of Ver- 
mont weekend because she needed time 
for herself. "Life was getting stressful," 
she says. Because she had doubts about 
spending two days among strangers, she 
brought along her college roommate, 
Paulette DiDomenico of Northwood, 
New Fiampshire. "Pve laughed morę in 
this 48-hour period than I can remem- 
ber," DeAngelis says. 

Organization is crucial, and it doesn't 
go unnoticed. What impressed Donna 
Higgons, a retired financial planner from 
Stowe, was the amount of preparation 
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reąuired to puli off a Traclcs of Vermont 
weekend. "Mary is so low-key," she 
says, '"and yet everything falls into place 
because she works so hard in the back- 
ground to plan it all." 

Carol Major, a stay-at-home mother 
from Pittsford, New York, concurs. "You 
don't have to lift a finger," she says. '"Ali 
you have to do is show up." 

The ease with which Castner and St. 
John float from one activity to another 
is no accident. They have learned from 
experience. On one early trip, clients 
had to change clothes five times in one 
day. Now, they plan the trips down to 
the minutę. They select hilces they're 
familiar with so they lcnow places to 
stop for lunch or where there's a bail- 
out point. 

Both say it's important not to over- 
program trips and to make surę they 
find dynamie speakers and excellent ac- 
commodations so that people feel they're 
getting their money's worth. 

They're branching out too, offering 
one-day retreats and creating weekends 
for private groups. 

What is most gratifying to Castner, 
who lives in Weston, and St. John, who 
lives in South Londonderry, is the sense 
of empowerment that the weekends 
engender in women, some of whom 
may never have traveled alone, been 
away from their families overnight, 
gone cross-country skiing, had a mas- 
sage or tried yoga. 

Though these women have chosen 
different paths and are at different stages 
in their lives (one is single,- another is re- 
tired; one stays home with her children; 
two mothers worlc outside the home), 
what they've shared is a rarity for most 
women — a błock of time to focus not 
on the needs of their children, husbands 
or employers, but on their own. 

For Powell, the German teacher, 
Tracks of Vermont weekends are a 
restorative necessity. "There are some 
things in life that transcend money," 
she says, "and this is one of them." 

As they get into their cars and drive 
away, one can't help but sense that 
these brief few days have allowed each 
woman to retrieve a piece of some- 
thing she occasionally loses and begins 
to miss — herself. 


Portland Helmich is a television producer, 
reporter and freelance writer in the Boston 
area. Berne Broudy lives in Richmond. 


MAPLE-BY-MAIL 

A convenient and simple way to enjoy Vermont's PURE Mapie 
Synip direct from some of the finest sugarhouses in the State. 
Cali, write or visit the Web sites of the companies listed and 
order up some golden goodness — 

PURE Vermont Mapie Syriip! 



ADAM’S FAMILY FARM. 15 Higley Hill 
Road, Wilmington, VT 05363. Mapie synip, 
mapie products, sugarhouse, ąuilts & morę! 
802-464-3762, e-mail: farfun@sover.net, 

www.adamsfamilyfarm.com. 

AUDUBON VERMONT 255 Sherman Hol- 
low Rd., Huntington, VT 05462. Provides 
educational programming and mapie synip 
sales. 802-434-3068, 
e-mail: shagenbuch@audubon.org, 
web: www.vt.audubon.org. 

BLACK SHEEP SUGARHOUSE 99 Ingalls 
Road, Orleans, VT 05860. Precisely Pure 
Mapie Syrup. Vermont Family Operation. 
802-754-6693, fax: 802-754-2607, 
e-mail: bsheepsh@surfglobal.net, 
web: www.vermontmaplesyrupsupply.com. 

BRAGG FARM SUGARHOUSE & GIFTS 

P.O. Box 201, Rt. 14 North, East Montpe- 
lier, VT 05651. Pure mapie products, spe- 
cialty foods. Free Catalogue. Ph: 
800-376-5757 or 802-223-5757, 

www.BraggFarm.com. 

CARMAN BROOK FARM MAPLE & 
DAIRY. 1275 Fortin Rd., Swanton, VT 
05488. Vermont mapie synip, mapie prod¬ 
ucts and gift baskets. 802-868-2347, 
e-mail: thefolks@cbmaplefarm.com, 
www.cbmaplefarm.com. 

COUTURES MAPLE SHOP/B&B 560 VT 

Rte. 100, Westfield, VT 05874. Mapie synip, 
candy, etc. We ship anywhere. Farm stay, 
bed & breakfast. 800-845-2733 or 802-744- 
2733. e-mail: jcouture@together.net, web: 

www.maplesyrupvermont.com. 

DAKIN FARM-WHAT VERMONT TASTES 
IiKE. 5797 Route 7, Ferrisburgh, VT 05465. 
Vermont mapie, smoked meat, cheese, gifts, 
morę. 800-993-2546 or 802-425-3971, 
e-mail: customerservice@dakinfarm.com, 
www.dakinfarm.com. 

FRED SMITH S SUGARHOUSE P.O. Box 

455, Norwich, VT 05055. Pure Vermont 

mapie products available year-round. 866- 

55MAPLE or 802-649-1094, 

e-ma i 1: info@FredSmithsSuga rhouse. com, 

www.FredSmithsSugarhouse.com. 

GOODRICHS MAPLE FARM 2427 US 
Route 2, Cabot, VT 05647. Award-winning 
mapie products. We ship anywhere. 800- 
639-1854 or 802-426-3388, 
e-mail: goodrichsmaple@yahoo.com, 
www.goodrichsmaplefarm.com. 


GREEN MOUNTAIN GIFT BASKET 25 

Pleasant St., Essex Junction, VT 05452. 
Mapie products uniąuely presented in gift 
baskets. 800-613-4642 or 802-878-2243, 
e-mail: info@gi'eenmountaingiftbasket.com, 

www.greenmountaingiftbasket.com. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUGAR HOUSE 820 

Route 100 N., Ludlow, VT 05419. Award- 
winning mapie synip and mapie candy. 
Ph: 800-643-9338 or 802-228-7151, 
e-mail: gmsh@tcis.net, web: www.gmsh.com, 

JED S MAPLE PRODUCTS 475 Carter 
Rd., Westfield, VT 05874. Simply delicious 
handmade mapie specialty foods. 866 
4PURE VT or 802-744-2095, 
e-mail: wheeler@jedsmaple.com, 
web: www.jedsmaple.com, 

MOM AND POP S MAPLE SYRUP 3425 
Brandon Mountain Road, Rochester, VT 
05767. Choose from 70 glass or traditional 
containers. 802-767-3731, 
e-mail: info@momandpopsmaple.com, 
web: www.momandpopsmaple.com. 

MARTINS MAPLE FARM, 2136 Rocking- 
ham Rei., Rte. 103, Chester, VT 05143. 
Family owned and operated for ąuality 
products. 802-875-1271, 
e-mail: maplemanTom@Vermontel.net, 
www.MartinsMapleFarm.com. 

NEW ENGLAND MAPLE MUSEUM P.O. 

Box 1615, Rutland, VT 05701, Vermont 

food products on-line or by mail. 800- 

639-4280 or 802-483-9414, 

e-mail: g i ft s h o p @ m a p 1 e m u s e u m. c o m, 

www.maplemuseum.com, 

SIMPLY MAPLE. 125 Coddington Rd., 
Washington, VT 05675. Pure Vermont 
mapie syrup online and by mail. 802-345- 
5378, e-mail: cgilman@simplymaple.com, 

www.simplymaple.com, 

VERMONT MAPLE OUTLET 3929 VT 
Rte. 15, Jeffersonville, VT 05464. Mapie 
products, cheeses, specialty foods & gift 
boxes. 800-858-3121 or 802-644-5482, 
e-mail: info@vermontmapleoutlet.com, 
www.vermontmapleoutlet.com. 

WOOD S CIDER MIEL AND SUGAR¬ 
HOUSE. 1482 Weathersfield Center Road, 
Springfield, VT 05156. A 205-year-old farm 
making syrup sińce 1798. 802-263-5547, 
e-mail: wwcider@sover.net. 
web: www.woodcidermill.com. 
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Porcelain Pear Ornament 

This exquisite, porcelain, green-glazed pear 
encircling a delicate white partridge is surę to 
bring beauty to your tree or window this holi- 
day season. Crafted entirely by hand at Horizon 
Porcelain of Burkę Hollow. 3 Z" H., gift boxed. 

ZPRD33 $19.95 


“The Stockings Were Hung...” 

Christmas Stocking Ornament 

Crafted by Danforth Pewterers of Middlebury, 
this Christmas stocking arrives overflowing with 
gifts and is richly detailed on both sides. Each 
ornament comes tucked inside a flannel pouch 
for safekeeping and is gift boxed. 3" H. 

ZST065 $14.95 


Enjoy a Hearty Vermont Breakfast 

Fluffy blueberry pancakes with pure Vermont mapie syrup and a steaming cup ol 
gourmet coffee from Green Mountain Coffee Roasters. Let us send all the fixings 
in an attractive gift box: 1 ] A lbs. of pancake mix, a pint of Grade A dark amber 
mapie syrup, a can of wild blueberries, and three kinds of coffee — Breakfast 
Blend, Green Mountain Decaf, and Hazelnut (one pot each). Who on your list 
will savor this gift on Christmas morning? 

FBRK485 Breakfast Pack $25.95 
(Two or morę: $24.95 ea.) 


Vermont Marble Cheese Board 
with Server 


Blue Ribbon 

Cabot Cheddar Cheese 


The Cabot Co-operative Creamery produces 
aged cheddar cheese that has won awards 
around the world. This sharp, crumbly 
cheddar from Cabots limited-batch Private 
Stock, aged over 1 Vi years will 
convert you forever. Its a 
gift that family and friends 
will savor. 


FCH1484 1 lb. błock $8.95 
FCH3483 3 lb. błock $23.95 


What an elegant way to serve cheese or appetizers! Crafted by Vermont Marble 
Proctor, the Vermont Verde Antique green marble is cut and polished into a 
graceful oval shape and is paired with a matching marble-handled cheese 
server. Makes a handsome gift for many occasions throughout the year. 13x6. 

ZMCB435 $24.95 
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ORDER TOLL FREE: 1-800-455-3399, ext. 0346 • 8 AM-4-.30 PM ET 
ON-LINĘ: www.VermontLifeCatalog.com • 24 Hours a day! 
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LETTERS 

(Continued from page 11) 


I "farmers are working seven days a week 
to keep Vermont looking like Vermont." 
However, as a freąuent visitor to the 
State for the last 32 years, I have begun 
to notice Vermont change in ways that 
the article neglected to address. Dairy 
farmers who have fallen victim to not 
only plummeting dairy prices but to reg- 
ulations that stifle (again, I believe this 
is the correct word) and to scarce farm 
labor have occasionally had to resort to 
clear-cutting forested land just to stay 
:oi solvent. Many of the hills I loved as a 
ling child are yearly being depleted by des¬ 
er perate farmers trying to keep their heads 
above water. 

Now seems like the time to help the 
Vermont farmer, and I plead with VL to 
tell us out-of-staters what we can do to 
help so that the Green Mountain State 
remains beautiful for everyone. 

Todd Matthew 
Troy, New York 


The ąuestion of supporting Vermont 
farming is one that many people are grap- 
pling with. Some of the answers pro- 
posed: buying locally produced Vermont 
farm products whenever possible, diver- 
sifying the types of farms, and building 
policies — from taxation to environ- 
mental regulation — that recognize the 
benefits all Vermonters and Yermont vis- 
itors gain because of Vermont agricultuie. 
The State Agency of Agriculture, Food 
and Markets has a notę about buying 
locally on its Web site, www.vermont 
agriculture.com. —Editor 


In your "Three Farms" article, my 
wife noted the words "...attaches milk- 
ing claws to a cow's udders..." 

As the daughter of a dairy farmer in 
Massachusetts she knows a bit about 
dairy farming, so she asked me to point 
out to you that "a cow's udders" is an 
impossibility: A cow has only one udder; 
however a cow has multiple teats. 

She has never heard of attaching 
"milking claws" to anything. Her expe- 
rience, and that of a local farmer's daugh¬ 
ter is that one attaches "teat-cups" to 
the teats. Milking claws? That sounds 
painful. 

Steve and Barbara Springer 
Randolph Center 


Send letters to: Vermont Life, Letters to the 
Editor, 6 Baldwin Street, Montpelier, 
VT 05602; fax: (802) 828-3366; e-mail: 
vtlife@life.State. vt.us. 



Robert Carl Williams 

ARCHITECTS 


RESIDENTIAL COMMERC1AL 
CONTEMPORARY TRADITIONAL 

Renoyation Land Planning 


Pittsfield, VT Tel 802-746-8917 www.rcwa.com 


Snorkel Wood-Fired Hot T\ibs 



Mail this coupon or CALL TOLL FREE 

1 - 800 - 962-6208 

Me 


□YES! Rush me facts on 
SNORKEL Wood-Fired Hot Tubs 
including current SALE! 


^Uog/ 


Address 


■ City/State/Zip _. 

. Snorkel Wood-Fired Hot T\ibs, Dept. VT039A 
* 4216 6th Ave. South, Seattle, WA., 98108, www.snorkel.com * 


HAU THE COST 

of Piast ic 
Spaś! 


LOW-COST 
WOOD HEAT! 

• Utterly RELAXLNG - Practical, pleasurable way to unwind 

• 100% WOOD Tub - Naturally beautiful Western Red Cedar 

• UNDERWATER Wood Stove - Ingenious, high-efficiency 

• Super AFF0RDABLE - Starting under $1,900, pennies to beat 

• MO Electric, \0 Plumbing - Hassle-free enjoyment ANYWHERE 

• 10 Models & Many Options - Covers, hydro jets, gas/electiic 
heuters available 





Vermont Cob Smoked Ham & Turkey 
—now at a $37.00 savings! 


Order yours now! 
Special Introductory Offer 

Regular price $76.90, now only $39.90 

Limit 2 at this special price. 

^_Expires 2121/04 


“You worft find a better-tasting ham 
than the old-fashioned Corncob Smoked 

Ham that Harrington's makes up here in Vermont. And for turkey lovers, here’s 
our tender, moist and fully-cooked Cob Smoked Boneless Turkey Breast. It’s 
smoky-delicious, 100% white meat with no fillers. Youll love them both — and that’s 
my promise or your money back!” Todd Liberty, Smokemaster 


FREE! 



n 




fm- 

Order your 
Harrington's Ham 
and Turkey Breast now 
(both shipped to same 
address) at this special 
combination price and we’ll 
include 8 oz. of our Aaed 
Cheddar and 6 oz. Cob 
Smoked Bacon—free! 


IIARgJNgTONS 210 E. Main Street, Richmond, VT 05477 

126-393 Send your G0URMET PACKAGE: Ready-to-Cook Half Ham (6 1/2 - 7 1/2 Ibs.) plus 
Fully-Cooked Boneless Turkey Breast (1 3/4-2 Ibs.) to same address for only $39.90, plus 
$12.99 S&H, total $52.89. Includes 8 oz. Cheddar and 6 oz. Bacon FREE. 


□ Payment Enclosed 

□ Charge my ( ) VISA ( ) MC 

( j AMEX ( ) Diners ( ) Discover 
(Include card no. and exp. dale.) 
Expedited shipping and handlmg may 
apply for orders placed between 12/10 
and 12/31. Available in Continental 
US only. Limit 2. Not a retail offer. 


Zip _ 


To Charge Orders, Cali (802) 434-4444 
To Fax Orders, Dial: (802) 434-3166 
www.harringtonham.com 


y 
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Stowe: Classic New England by Peter 
Oliver, Mountain Sports Press , Boulder, 
Colorado, 216pages, hardcover, $49.95. 

We Lived in Stowe: A Memoir by 
Craig O. Burt, Ranch Camp Publishers, 
Middlebury , 229 pages, hardcover, 
$29.95. 

T n less than a century, skiing has 
transformed winter in Vermont. No 
longer a time of confinement and 
inactivity, winter has become a season 
of vigorous outdoor sport. 

Times have certainly changed. Only a 
few generations ago, skiing was an ob- 


scure sport pursued by a few hardy out- 
doorsmen, and many Vermonters, ex- 
cept those who worlced outside, spent 
winter indoors waiting for spring. 

Downhill skiing and its younger 
cousin, snowboarding, are now Ver- 
mont's biggest recreational attractions, 
generating morę than $1 billion in eco- 
nomic activity annually and adding morę 
than 10,000 jobs to the Vermont econ- 
omy. A profound revolution has obvi- 
ously taken place in a short time. 

What happened? Many things, of 
course. And one of the most important 
was Stowe. 


Top, tuming through poiuder on the 
Forehead of Mount Mansfield zuith 
the CliffHouse and Smugglers Notch 
oisible in the distance. Above, the early 
days of skiing at Stowe's Ranch Camp. 


As Peter Oliver's big, beautiful book 
Stowe: Classic New England docu- 
ments, Stowe played a vital part in the 
establishment of skiing in the eastern 
United States, and helped establish Ver- 
mont as the East's leading ski State. 

Vermont-born residents of the village 
had a role in skiing's metamorphosis, 
as did the entrepreneurs Stowe attracted 
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and State officials eager to turn the five 
months of economic doldrums known as 
winter into a tourist season. 

But the most important player of all, 
OHver points out, was Mount Mans¬ 
field. Not only did Mansfielda status as 
the highest peak in Vermont instantly 
distinguish Stowe, in addition the big, 
sprawling mountain's eastern face — an 
immense, snow-collecting bowl — was 
especially well-suited for skiing. 

In the early 1930s, the mountain 
caught the eye of Roland Palmedo, a 
New York City securities specialist and 
amateur pilot who used to fly around 
New England in an open-cockpit air- 
plane, scouting out good skiing moun- 
tains. On maps, he noticed that 
Mansfield was not only configured well 
for skiing, but was near railroad lines 
and an attractive village. 

In fact, skiing had been sputtering 
along in Stowe ever sińce several Swedish 
families came to the area in 1912. Local 
lumberman Craig O. Burt had helped 
cut ski trails around the Ranch Valley 
area on the Southern end of the moun¬ 
tain, while Charlie Lord of Stowe and 
Abner Coleman of Montpelier were busy 
exploring its eastern face. Perry Merrill, 
then Vermont's Commissioner of 
Forestry, used Lord's engineering ex- 
pertise and the muscle of the federal 
Civilian Conservation Corps — the 
CCC — to expand Mansfielda ski trails. 

Meanwhile, Palmedo was 
rounding up the money 
needed to build a chairlift. 

By 1940 that lift — then the 
longest chairlift in North 
America — was built, and 
Stowe suddenly shot into 
the forefront of American 
ski resorts. As long as skiing 
downhill meant climbing 
uphill, the sport was des- 
tined to attract only a very 
smali, very fit minority. But 
the chairlift and the other 
lifts that followed changed 
everything, attracting a 
mass audience for skiing that continues 
to this day. 

Stowe: Classic New England is a big, 
sumptuously illustrated book, but con- 
siderably morę than just a coffee-table 
decoration. Ohver has written a well- 



CRAIG O HURT 


documented history of ski- 
ing's emergence at Stowe 
— which in many cases is 
synonymous with the 
sport's emergence, period. 

He thoroughly traces the 
growth of Mount Mans¬ 
fielda famous ski runs, the 
mountain's development 0, *"“ e * 
as a center for ski racing, 
its attractions for the rich 
and powerful and the var- 
ious environmental issues 
raised by the growth of skiing. 

Throughout the book the author pro- 
vides interesting insights into many as- 
pects of skiing history at Stowe — one of 
the book's many pleasures is its side- 
bars on subjects ranging from the 1889 
fire in the Mount Mansfield Hotel in 
Stowe that ended the village's first era of 
tourist prosperity to Nose-Dive Annie 
(Ann Cooke, an early and intrepid skier). 

While his tonę is laudatory, Oliver 
doesn't gild the lily. He notes that Stowe 
lost its early leadership position in the 
industry by failing to install snowmak- 
ing until after several of its younger up- 
start competitors had already done so, 
and he notes the paternal management 
style of Stówek early leaders, Sepp 
Ruschp and C.V. Starr. His writing is 
brisk and fair: "Despite its rich and long 
skiing tradition," he notes, "Stowe can 
claim relatively few firsts. The first tow, 
the first chairlift, the first 
^ y? race — all can be traced to 

other parts of the country." 

But, Oliver notes, Stowe 
madę a valuable contribu- 
tion to U.S. skiing in 1934, 
when it organized the 
country's first ski patrol. 

And down through the 
years, the combination of a 
big, alpine-style mountain 
with a top-rated ski school, 
some of the most challeng- 
ing skiing anywhere, and a 
yillage community that, for 
all its touristy glitz and pol- 
ish, still has a comfortable down-home 
side has madę Stowe's saga uniąue in the 
annals of American skiing. 

01 iver's finał chapter explores the 
complexity of contemporary Stowe — 
a tourist town with strong roots in 



the past, a town that 
happily receiyes some 
654,000 yisitors a year 
and struggles to main- 
tain its own community 
life and identity. 

11 's hard not to agree 
with Dynastar executive 
a -«i. - d Charlie Adams, who skis 

the mountain regularly: 
"The place has such spirit. 
It's so hardcore," he de- 
clares in a section of the 
book that focuses on ski trails and tra- 
ditions. "It's just amazing how soulful 
Stowe really is." 


An earlier, simpler Stowe emerges 
from the late Craig O. Burt's recently 
published memoir, We Lived in Stowe. 
In those days, Stowe struggled econom- 
ically but was as representative of gen- 
uine small-town Vermont as any yillage 
in the State. 

A lumberman and local entrepre- 
neur, Burt was also one of the early 
Vermont ski pioneers, and his long-un- 
published memoir was one of the 
sources used by Peter Oliver in his his¬ 
tory of Stowe skiing reviewed above. 
Now the memoir itself is published, as 
a compact and handsome hardcover, 
complete with a selection of historie 
photos. It documents much of the ear- 
liest skiing in and around Mount 
Mansfield, from Burt's employees try- 
ing out their homemade skis on a tiny 
hill behind the sawmill to the trails 
that Burt, Charlie Lord and others 
carved in the Ranch Valley and up the 
sides of Mount Mansfield. 

The writing is sometimes choppy 
and uneven, but the stories told by 
Burt and his portrait of Stowe and the 
lumbering industry in the early 20 th 
century make up for any stylistic defi- 
ciencies. His description of early days 
worlcing as "handy boy" in and around 
the Oakes & Benson Storę is priceless, 
and he remembers the Moscow Gen¬ 
eral Storę, which was and is "the so- 
cial center for Moscow yillage and the 
people who lived in that end of town." 

"I remember the great round wood 
stove surrounded by chairs, each 
chair separated from the other by 
boxes of sawdust used as spittoons," 
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X Showing Yermont artist 


Wmb Hoyt, along with 
original designs by Vermont Furnituremakers 
Guild members and a collection of New 
Englands premiere artistic talents. 


One mile north of WOODSTOCK, VT on RT 12 ** 802-457-9294 


www.villagetraditions.com 
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Shelburne, Yermont 


Wills, Trusts, and Estate Planning 

Law Office of 
Stephen L. Miller, PLC 

Estate Planning for Vermont Residents 

Life Insurance Trusts 
Planning for Minor Children 
Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care 
Living Wills 

S 457-3200 

?r@sover.net 

5 Central Street, Woodstock, Yermont 05091 
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Burt writes. "Here were settlcd the 
problems of the town and the entire < 
nation." 

His portraits of a changing lumber in- 
dustry, wildlife, weather and the growth 
of the skiing industry in Stowe are 
eąually vivid. 

Taken together, Stowe: Classic New : 
England and We Lived in Stowe give a 
fascinating portrayal of a vital northern 
Vermont community as it flourished 
and changed over the course of an 
eventful century. 

Books i n Brief * 

The Vermont 
Encyclopedia. ed- 

ited by John J. 

Duffy, Samuel B. 

Hand, Ralph H. 

Orth, University 
Press of New Eng¬ 
land, Lebanon, 

New Hampshire, 

352 pages, hard- 
cover, $39.95. 

This large, 
handsomely pro- 

duced volume is that rare treat: a gen¬ 
erał reference book that rewards casual 
reading. It has been morę than 70 years 
sińce a new encyclopedia on Vermont 
was published, and the editors and 
morę than 140 contributors have 
worked for several years to make this a 
good one. 

Its morę than 1,000 entries rangę from 
Vermont prehistory to today's head- 
lines. Famous and infamous Vermon- 
ters are included, important businesses, 
the Interstate highways, recreational 
trends, towns, Act 250, The Sleeping 
Sentinel, dozens of artists and writers 
and many, many morę entries. 

It will undoubtedly become a clas¬ 
sic, taking its place alongside other im¬ 
portant, readable Vermont reference 
works like Esther Swift's Vermont 
Place Names and the volumes on yer¬ 
mont State Government by Andrew 
Nuąuist, Michael Sherman and others. 

Recollecting Who I Was by James 
Hayford; Oriole Books, South Burling¬ 
ton, 280 pages, paperbound, $20. 

This posthumously published auto- 
biography will, unfortunately, be the 
last book we will have from the pen 
of the poet James Hayford, a native 
Yermonter who taught at Goddard 
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Recollecting Who I Was 

My Li fe and Work 


James Hayford 


College and 
I spent the latter 
I years of his life 
I teaching musie 

I and writing po- 
ems in the 
I northern Ver- 
I mont town of 
I Orleans. 

Hayford's po- 
I etry, though de- 
I ceptively simple 
I and rhymed in 

I conventional ways, is actually deep, 
Iresonant and memorable. A special 
I treat in this book is Hayford's explana- 
J tion of how some of his poems grew 
into focus as he worked on them over 
the years. 

Hayford's autobiography itself, like 
his poetry, is the simple and direct ac- 
count of an honest life. The book, like 
the life, is a profound and worthy en- 
deavor and we are fortunate to have 
had both. 

The Star That Set: The Vermont Re¬ 
pu blican Party , 1854-1974 by Samuel 
B. Hand, Lexington Books, Lanham , 
Maryland, 355 pages, paperbound , 
$29.95. 

It is easy to forget how completely 
Vermont's Republican Party once dom- 
inated the State political scene: Until 
the late 1950s — 
nearly a century 


The S r Alt 

Tu at Set 


after its founding 
in 1874 — it 
reigned supreme 
in the Green 
Mountains, cap- 
turing virtually 
every State politi¬ 
cal office and 
continuing as the 
dominant party 
for another 20 
years after that. 

And so Samuel B. Hand's history of 
the Vermont Republican Party is, in 
large degree, a history of morę than a 
century of Vermont political life. From 
the beginnings of the party in pre-Civil 
War turmoil through the influence of 
great Vermont families such as the 
Proctors and the Fairbankses, to the 
Flood of 1927, and the surprising elec- 
tion of a Democrat, Philip H. FToff, in 
1963, Hand traces the political cur- 
rents that shaped the GOP and therehy 
Yermont. 


J|§| Summer Cainps 


H YMCA Camp Abnaki 

Over 100 years of camping experiences 
for boys 

Located in the Lakę Champlain Islands 
Looking for a summer camp 


for your son? Camp Abnaki 
has provided quality 
camping experiences for 
thousands of boys. With a 
rich history, diverse 
program, and experienced 
Staff, Abnaki is the place to 
be this summer! 


Resident camp for boys 
a ges 6-16 
1, 2, 4, 6 or 8 weeks 
also 

Teen Adventure Trips & 
Counselor in Training 


Online Registration 
www. campabnaki. org 


YMCA Camp Abnaki 
266 College St. 
Burlington, VT 05401 
Tel: 802-862-8981 
Fax: 802-862-9984 


Camping with 
Horses 

H0RSEMANSHIP 
WATER SP0RTS 
CAMPING TRIPS 


Catherine Capers 


Summer Camp in Southern Vermont 60 Girls, Ages 9-15 

* HORSE & ANIMAL CARE-RIDE DAILY! 

* Morse Shows, Trail Rides, Jumping 

* Swim, Canoe, Waterski, Sail 

1 Tennis, Photography, Arts, Crafts 

Audrey Nelson, Lynn Wescott & Liz Ambuhl, Directors 
P.O. Box 68L, West Pawlet, VT 05775 800-453-4441 

www.campcatherinecapers.com 


THE W E AT HER HILL CO. 

Classic architectural design, restoration, 
consulting and construction scn iccs. 
Traditional Design/Build 

Please contact us at: 

Post Office Box 113 
Charlotte, Yermont 05445 
802.425.2095 

www.weatherhillcompany.com 
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ROSĘ ANN 
HUMPHREY 

HOME 


Home FurnLwingj 
Interior Design 

1 Kr 


Manchester, Yermont 
802.362.1210 
Burlington, Yermont 
802.864.5218 

www.rahumphreyhome.com 


NICHT EACLE 

WILDERNESS ADVENTURE$ 

Unique Mermont Summer Camp for Boys 


Cali (802) 
773-7866 
ACA 

Accredited 

Camp 


▲ tipi living a wilderness skills a 
canoeing a naturę crafts a archery 
tracking a backpacking a & morę! 
cooperative work & play a ages 10 14 


www. nighteaglewilderness. com 


* 

* 


* 

ano 

OSEK® * 


All-elective program. Brother-sister camps on 
adjacent farms. Indepedence, community, 
freedom, responsibility, and a great adventure. 
90 campers, ages 9-15, 45 Staff. 

2, 3, 5 and 8 week sessions. 

Riding • Woodshop • Farm • Pottery • Trips • Art 
Weaving • Rocketry • Drama • Photography 
Tennis • Swimming • Canoeing • Sailing 
Archery • Cycling • Low & High Ropes 

888 * 345»9193 

www.campsangamon.com 
www.campbetseycox.com 




































































Green Mountain Homes 





Brooks h. BARRON 

REAL ESTATĘ 

1074 North Hollow Road, Rochester, Vermont 05767-9607 
802-767-3398 • fax 802-767-4669 
www.brooksbarron.com • barronre(a together.net 


BTHE lodge 

&j£ \ T LINCOLN PEAK 

Limited availability.* • i 8oo 8o6 1070 ■ www.lodgeatlincolnpeak.com 
♦This ad is not intended as an offering as defined under Vermont law. 


Exceptional Large Land Parcel 
Tunbridge and Strafford, Vermont 

Beautifully positioned at the end of a 
dead end town road one finds a most 
unique offering. This amazing large 
parcel of 290 acres combines a lovely 
balance of open and wooded land, 
utter privacy and huge views, largely south facing. The pasture and 
meadow would support livestock of most any kind and growing 
timber is everywhere to be found. A natural pond site with an 
abundant water supply is featured along with irregular terrain of 
appealing characteristics and great interior circulation for vehicles. 
Numerous exciting home sites are readily accessed. $475,000. 


The Warren Kimble Studio 
and Gallery. Brandon, Vermont 

Beautifully sited on 27 acres of prime 
terrain, the 7 buildings that make up 
this special offering include a circa 
1800 Federal homestead, 200 year old 
post and beam barn restored as a stu- 
dio/office complex, gift shop, gallery, 
shipping building, all in perfect condi- 
tion. Zoning permits many diverse activities: artist studio, home 
occupation, family compound or the perfect destination for a large 
family wishing to move to a lovely Yermont town. $885,000 


Experience the thrill of a true ski-in, ski-out ownership opportunity, 
with lifts right outside your door. Pamper yourself at what will be one 
of the finest spas in New England. Discover a new level of kutwy resort 
living in the heart of Sugarbush in the Mad River Yalley. 


It will only happen once. 

The Lodge at Lincoln Peak, the futurę of Sugarbush Resort. 



Okemo Mountain 


- Ludlow, Vermont 

de 


Slopeside home exclusively for sale 


802-228-8877 

www.vtprop.com 



-YERMokr 


PROPERTIES“°DEVELOPMENT, INC. 


Custom Designed House & Barn Frames 
Authentically joined in the Yermont Tradition 




LIBERTY 

HEAD 

POST 6 BEAM 

Cali 802-434*2120 

or send $5 for our complete 
design portfolio. 

P.O. Box 68-V 
Huntington, VT 05462 

www.libertyheadpostandbeam.com 


Reiss Building and 



www.reiss 


kuild 


ing.com 


Renovation 


Building Quality, 
Energy Efficient, 
Healthy Homes 



Hinesburg, VT 


802.482.3295 
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126 College Street Burlington, Vermont 05401 802 - 660-2900 

One The Green Woodstock,Vfrmont 05091 802 - 457-4977 

580 Dorset Hollow road, Dorset, Vermont 05251 802 - 867-0200 

The Exclusive Wermont Affiliate for CHRISTIE’S 

GREAT ESTATES 
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Pomfret 

SEAVER HILL HAVEN 

Privacy and protection on 120 acres with northern 
hardwoods and 30 acres of hayfields and pasture, 
long distance views and luxurious living. Residence 
offers 4 hedrooms. 3.5 baths and a den suitable as a 
library or home office. Attached guest ąuarters offers 
views. one bedroom and bath, kitchenette and ample 
sleeping loft. Property allows for Quechee Lakes 
Membership. Choice location. $2,245,000 

Cali Wadę I. Treadway 802-457-4977 


Shell)u nie 

LAKĘ CHAMPLAIN-ORCHARD POINT 

One of the few private estate properties within the 
1,400 acre former Webb-Vanderbilt estate known as 
Shelbume Farms. Extremely private, the propeity 
offers six acres, morę than 1,250 feet of lakę 
frontage, a 7,000 sq.ft. masterpiece residence which 
includes main living quarters, two separate guest 
suites, a children’s wing, separate caretaker’s quar- 
ters, a pool and tennis court $3,950,000 

Cali Wadę RC. Weathersjr. 802-651-5392 


East Barnard 

HISTORIO ELLIS FARM - 390 ACRES 

A very rare offering of the Ellis farm, one of the pre¬ 
mier properties of the region. The former 
Rothschild estate consists of 390 acres of totally pri- 
vate, end-of-the-road, well protected and main- 
tained forest and fields. Features an early, expand- 
ed four bedroom cape with many original features, 
period barn with apartment, three bedroom guest 
house, pond and landscaping. $3,415,000 

Cal! Wadę I. Treadway 802-457-4977 


Killington 

MOUNTAINSIDE AT KILLINGTON 

Extraordinary 8,800 sq.ft. shingle and stone resi¬ 
dence on 2.29 private acres with spectacular views 
of Killington. This stunning 4 bedroom, 6.5 bath 
house features a chefs kitchen, cherry paneled 
library, gamę room, exerci.se room, spa, sauna and 
steam room and exquisite master suitę. Beautiful 
grounds, terraces, stonewalls & separate carriage 
building. Add'1. land avail. Price upon reąuest. 

Cali Maty EUen McCue 802-457-4977 


West on 

LINN MOR 

An exceptional 9,000 sq.ft. country retreat offering 
just about everything. Situated on 9.3 acres includ- 
ing a large pond, mountain views łk surrounded by 
conserred land. Features 4 bedrooms, 6.5 baths. 6 
fireplaces. library, studio, indoor heated lap pool, 
hot tub, sauna, workshop and morę. Exceptional 
HVAC system, electronics and security, plus sepa¬ 
rate two bedroom caretakers cottage. $1,500,000 
Cali Robert G. McCafferty 802-867-0200 

www.landvest.com 


South Londonderry 

UNDER THE MOUNTAIN 

Situated on 48 private acres w ith sweeping views, this 
spacious contemporary cape must be seen. Features a 
spacious “Smallbone" kitchen. formal dining room, 
den, 4 bedrooms, 3 5 baths and a 3-car garage. Plus 
gracious patios, perennial gardens, a pond, tennis 
court, large barn and a croquet court. A beautifully 
maintained year-round residence reminiscent of an 
English country home. $1,875,000 

Cali Robert G. McCafferty 802-867-0200 


Landl/est 

THE NEXT LEVEL OF SERYICE 




Lincoln 

ELDERBERRY FARM 105 ACRES 

Absolute serenity with views of the Vt. 
Presidential rangę south to Killington. 
Spectacular 4,000 sq.ft. house, 2 ponds, 6 stall 
barn. guest quarters, caretaker’s apartment, 
fenced fields and ancient maples lining the drive. 
Miles of dirt roads and trails for hiking. horse- 
back riding & carriage driving. A breathtakingly 
beautiful site with absolute privacy. $1,500,000 
Cali Wadę B.C. Weathersjr. 802-651-5392 


Grand Isle 

MON VERT CENT LAKĘ CHAMPLAIN 

Named for the original 100 acres purchased on 
Lakę Champlain with a spectacular view of the 
Green Mountains. The remaining 26 acres contain 
424 ft. of lakę frontage for swimming and boating. 
The 3,600 sq. ft. residence features an open floor 
plan, 6 bedrooms, 3 baths & stunning views of Lakę 
Champlain and Mount Mansfield. Easy access to 
Montreal. Burlington and skiing. $900,000 

Cali Joyce Wallace 802-651-5394 


Woodstock 

MAPLEDALE FARM 

A wonderful period four bedroom farmhouse that 
has undergone extensive renovations and is in 
turnkey condition. Located in a prime area of 
Woodstock, the property is a mbcture of open fields 
and woodland with a year-round brook. barns and 
a pond on 15 lovely acres. $1,575,000 


Cali Wadę I. Treadway 802-457-4977 















Green Mount ain Homes 


RemRidge Farm 
Woodstock 

RemRidge Farm features an airy cape 
farmhouse of generous proportions with 
10 rooms, 5 bedrooms and 5 baths, a tim- 
berframe barn, beautiful spring-fed pond 
and 102± acres of open and wooded land 
benefited by conservation easement. Located within walking distance to Marsh 
Billings Rockefeller National Park with miles of established trails for hiking, 
horseback riding, cross-country skiing, and yet only 3 miles from the center of 
Woodstock Village. $1,475,000. 

Robert Wallace Real Estate 

1 — i 5 Central Street, Woodstock, Vermont 05091 
s*™ 877-227-0242 • www.robertwallacerealestate.com 




GRANDVIEW FARM, STOWf, VERM0NT 



42 acre hillside farm with open meadows, historie barn and secluded 
housesite commanding spectacular Mt. Mansfield views and beyond. 
$985,000 

Contact Peggy Smith at Carlson Real Estate, Stowe, VT 
802^253-7358 or pegsmithsq@aol.com 
carlsonrealestateinc.com 


MEADOW MEW FARM. On 134 

acres this nicely remodeled 4 bedroom, 4 
bath Greensboro farmhouse is surround- 
ed by meadows, woods and hi lis at the 
end of a town road. The land features a 
brook, pond and mountain views. Cross- 
country ski trail through property. 
#2129L $495,000. Cali Greensboro. 

UN1QUE Peter D. Watson Agency, Inc. 

Burkę Office: 3965 VT Rt. 114, East Burkę, VT 05832, 
802-467-3939, e-mail realvt@earthlink.net 
Hardwick Office: P.O. Box 1118, Hardwick, VT 05843, 
802-472-3338, e-mail watsonre 3 together.net. 

REAL ESTATE Greensboro Office: P.O. Box 158, Greensboro, VT 05841, 
802-533-7077, e-mail wags@together.net. 
www. northernvtrealestate.com 
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fountains 

International Real Estate Group 


626+ Acres, Enosburg, VT 

A sugar mapie forest situated amongst 
picturesque rolling hills and farmland. 
Weil suiłed for long term timberland and 
mulfiple use ownership goals. 

Price $319,000 


For morę Information on this or other properties cali or visit our website 
Specializing in the sale o( forested land and rura! estates. 

Fountains Real Estate, Inc. 

14 Leavitt Road, Suitę 2, P.O. Box 25. Pittsfield, NH 03263. 



Tel: (603) 435-7428 Email: realty@fountainforestry.com 

www.fountainforestry.com 


STUNNING VIEWS! 

NO ART WORK NECESSARY! 

Absolutely the most breathtaking views 
witnessed from every spacious room. 
Outstanding A quiet end-of-paved-road 
location on treasured Nichols Hill Road 
in Dorset. Generous open flow in 3,900 
sq. ft. plus finished basement, hard- 
wood floors, 4 bedrooms, 4.5 tiled baths. Lives easily for a couple, fam- I 
ily or entertaining offering separate quarters. Manageable lot offers 
great privacy. Stonewalls, terrace A handsome landscaping. 

Exclusive $695,000. 

Josiah Allen Real Estate Inc. 

Route 30, Dorset, Vermont 05251 

(802) 867-5555 • Fax (802) 867-5713 * www.josiahallen.com | 



Looking 
for 

Yermont Life? 


FIND IT! 

In Yermont: 

at newsstands 
everywhere 


FIND IT! 

Nationwide: 

• at fine independent 
bookstores 

PLUS: 

• Bames & Noble 

• Booklands of Maine 

• Bookstops 

• Borders Books 


Encore Books 
Hastings Books & 
Records 
' Lauriats 
1 Little Professor 
Booksellers 
• Waldenbooks 


If you can’t find Yermont Life , ask the storę clerk for it. If 
you still can’t find it, cali us toll-free at 1-800-455-3399, 
8-4:30 eastem time and ask for Marilyn. WeTl do our best 
to see that Yermont Life is available in your community. 

Vermont Life 

6 Baldwin Street, Montpelier. VT 05602 
To Subscribe cali 1-800-284-3243 Ext. 0341 
www.vtlife.com 
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Compiled by Judy Powell and Carolan Batchelder 


Notę: All dates are inclusiue. Because the 
listings were compiled lastAutumn, there may 
be changes in times or dates. Cali organizers to 
confirm. For information about Vermont, con- 
tact the Vermont Department o/Tourism and 
Marketing, 6 Baldwin St., Drawer 33, Montpe- 
lier, VT05633-1301, tel. 1-800-VERMONT, or 
uisit local information booths. To submit euents, 
contact the Vermont Department o/Tourism 
and Marketing. For morę information about a 
particular euent, cali the phone number in the 
euent listing. The area codę for all Vermont tele- 
phones is 802. For an updated euents calendar, 
uisit w w w. VermontVacation.com . 


ThroMgh the 
SeasoTT 

Adams Farm, Wilmington. Cali for times & 
morę events. 464-3762. 

• Dec. 24, 31: Sleigh Rides. 

• Dec. 29: The Snów Maiden, holiday mari- 
onette show. 

Barre Opera House. 476-8188 

• Dec. 5: Sol y Canto, fwe-piece Latin Band: 

8 p.m. 

• Dec. 12: VSO Holiday Pops Concert, 7:30 p.m. 

• Jan. 9: Tom Paxton, folk musie; 8 p.m. 

• Feb. 13: Da Vinci’s Notebook, band without 
instruments; 8 p.m. 

• Feb. 26: Dougie MacLean, Scottish musie; 
7:30 p.m. 

Bennington Museum. Cali for morę events. 

9 a.m.-5 p.m. 447-1371. 

• Nov. 22-Dec. 11: Festival ofTrees. 

• Feb. 5: Fine Art in America — From Colonial 
Times to the Modern Era , 6 p.m. 

• Feb. 12: From Ash Can to Soup Can: American Art 
Takes Its Place in the World, 6 p.m. 

Brattleboro Museum & Art Center. Cali for 
times. 257-0124. 

• Dec. 6: Origami Ornaments. family workshop. 

• Dec. 7: St rangę and Wonderful: Shaker Ex- 
periences in Western Massachusetts, lecture. 

• Dec. 11: Women Artists in the United States, 
slide lecture. 

• Jan. 11: Bearing Witness, lecture. 

• Feb. 1S: The Hidden Structure of Art: Its 
Power and Beauty, lecture. 

Brattleboro Musie Center. 257-4523. 

• Dec. 7: Chamber Musie Series, Centre Con- 
gregational Church. Brattleboro; 4 p.m. 



Christmas 
At the Farm 


Celebrate a 19th century Vermont 
Christmas at the Billings Farm & 
Museum. On December weekends 
and December 22-January 4 (exclud- 
ing Christmas day), tour the 1890 
Farm House, authentically decorated 
with fragrant greens and homemade 
ornaments; smell shortbread and gin- 
ger cookies baking in the woodstove ; 
learn about Jersey cows, milk pro- 
duction, and other animals at the 
dairy farm. At Billings you can create 
ornaments, dip candles, build a cor- 
nucopia or visit the decorated farm 
house and farm. 

Other seasonal events include the 
Wassail Celebration on December 
12-14 with holiday musie and activ- 
ities throughout the village of Wood- 
stoclc. Enjoy horse-drawn sleigh 
rides December 26-January 4, Janu¬ 
ary 17-19 and February 14-16, con- 
ditions permitting. 

The Billings Farm & Museum is a 
half-mile north of the Woodstock vil- 
lage green on Route 12. Open Thanks- 
giving weekend, December weekends 
and December 22-January 4 (except 
Christmas Day), and on Sleigh Ride 
Weekends and Martin Luther King 
and Presidents' weekends, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Admission: $9 adults,* $8 over 65; 
$7 ages 13-19; $4.50 ages 5-12; $2 
ages 3-4; free under age 3. 

For additional events, visit 
www.billingsfarm.org or cali (802) 
457-2355. 


• Dec. 14: Musie School Faculty Concert, 4 p.m. 

• Jan. 9-10; Feb. 5: Chamber Musie Series, 
Centre Congregational Church; 8 p.m. 

• Jan. 18-19: Community Chorus. Time and 
location TBA. 

• Jan. 20: Musie School Orchestras, All Souls 
Church, Brattleboro; 7 p.m. 

• Feb. 27: Windham Orchestra, 8 p.m. Loca¬ 
tion TBA. 

• Feb. 29: Windham Orchestra, 8 p.m.; Brattle¬ 
boro Union H.S. 

Chandler Center for the Arts, Randolph. 
728-9878. 

• Feb. 7: Chad Hollister and Sean Harkness, 
guitar; 7:30 p.m. 

• Feb. 21: Paul Asbell, jazz and blues guitarist; 
8 p.m. 

Craftsbury Outdoor Center. Cali for times 
and morę events. (800) 729-7751. 

• Dec. 14: Craftsbury Opener. 2, 5 and 10-K 
freestyle x-c ski races. 

• Jan. 9-12: Ski for Light, program for blind 
skiers and their guides. 

• Jan. 24: Sled Dog and Skijor Races. 30 and 
60 miles. 

• Jan. 31: Banknorth Craftsbury Marathon 
Point-to-Point X-C Ski Race and Tour. 25 
and 50-K classical techniąue. 

Fairbanks Museum & Planetarium, St. 

Johnsbury. 748-2372. 

• Dec. 14: Holiday Open House. 

Robert Hull Fleming Museum, Burlington. 
Tues.-Fri., 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-5 
p.m. 656-0750. 

• Thru Dec. 13: Rembrandfs Cabinet, a dis- 
covery space; Saturdays. 

• Thru Dec. 14: Rembrandt and the Art of 
Etching: Prints from the Rembrandt House 
Museum, Amsterdam. 

Flelen Day Art Center, Stowe. Tues.-Sun.. 
noon-5 p.m. 253-8358. 

• Dec. 9-Jan. 3: Festival ofTrees and Member 
Art Show. 

Hildene, Manchester. 362-1788. 

• Dec. 6-7, 13-14, 20-21: Holiday Open 
House with self-guided tours. Sat., 4-8 p.m.; 
Sun., 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

• Dec. 27—28: Candlelight Tours, 1-8:30 p.m. 

Jay Peak Resort. Cali for morę events. 988-2611. 

• Dec. 13: Season Pass Holder Appreciation 
Party, 4 p.m. 

•Dec 31: New YeaTs Eve 2003, ip.m.-la.m. 

• Jan. 10-11: Telemark Fest. 

• Jan. 17: Demo Day, and 3-on-3 On-Snow 
Yolleyball Tournament. 
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• Jan. 30: Dairy Farmers’ Appreciation Day. 

• Jan. 31: Mountain Dew Raił Jam. 

Killington Resort. Cali for morę events. 

(800) 621-MTNS. 

• Dec. 3, 15; Jan. 6, 21; Feb. 5, 23: Vennont, 
New Hampshire, Quebec Day. 

• Dec. 14-19; Jan. 4-9, 11-16: Sprint Collegiate 
Snów Fest. 

• Jan. 3-4; Feb. 7-8: Mogul Camp. 

• Jan. 23-25: Womens Tum, skiing. 

• Jan. 24-25: Tele Fair 2004. 

• Jan. 25; Feb. 8, 22: Halfpipe/Park Jam. 

• Feb. 15: Snowboard Raił Jam. 

Montshire Museum of Science, Norwich. 10 

a.m.-5 p.m. 649-2200. 

• Feb. 14: Igloo Build, 11 a.m.^4 p.m. 
Pentangle Council on the Arts, Woodstock 

Town Hall Theatre. 457-3981. 

• Dec. 12: Robber Bńdegmom, 9:30 a.m. & 
12:45 p.m. 

• Dec. 12-13: Holiday on Stage, 7:30 p.m. 

• Jan. 26: Truth or Blasphemy? Multi-media 
presentation, 7:30 p.m. 

• Feb. 27: Shades of Harlem, Musie from the 
Cotton Club, old-style cabaret. 

• Feb. 28: A Great Day in Harlem , 7:30 p.m.; 
discussion, 4 p.m. 

Smugglers’ Notch Resort, Jeffersonville. Cali 
for morę events. 644-1173. 

• Dec. 6: Brewfest. Village Meeting House, 6 p.m. 

• Jan. 10-Mar. 20: Altitude Adjustment, every 
other Saturday. 

• Jan. 17-Mar. 27: Superpipe Jam, every other 
Saturday. 

• Jan. 24-25: Heritage Winterfest. 

• Feb. 14: Northern Vt. Snowshoe Challenge. 
Regis., 9:30 a.m. 

• Feb. 26: Family Fun & Disney Winter Camival. 
Southern Vermont Art Center, Manchester. 

Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 
p.m. 362-1405. 

• Dec. 6-Jan. 6: Winter Solo Exhibitions & 

12th Little Picture Show. 

• Jan. 10-Feb. 3: Winter Members’ Exhibition. 

• Feb. 7-Mar. 2: Solo Exhibitions. 

Stowe Mountain Resort. Cali for morę 

events. (802) 253-7704. 

• Dec. 6-7: Stowefest Demo Days. 

• Jan. 6-Mar. 23: Ski Bum Races. 

• Jan. 8-10: Eastern Cups. 

• Jan. 11; Feb. 1, 28: MMSC Snowboard 
Slopestyle Competition. 

• Jan. 12-14; Feb. 9-11: Women in Motion. A 
women’s program to advance skiing & 
snowboarding abilities. 

• Jan. 8, 17; Feb. 19: Torchlight Paradę & Fire- 
works, 7 p.m. 

• Jan. 18, 31: MMSC Snowboard Halfpipe 
Competition. 

• Jan. 24: MMSC Snowboard Slalom & Giant 
Slalom Competition. 

• Jan. 25; Feb. 29: Slopestyle Series. 

• Feb. 6-7: UVM Winter Camival. 

• Feb. 14: Sweetheart Race. 

• Feb. 22: Stowe Derby. 

• Feb. 29: MMSC Mogul Challenge. 

Stratton Mountain Resort. Cali for morę 

events. (800) 787-2886. 

• Dec. 31-Jan. 1: New Yearis Eve Party tk 
Celebra tion. 

• Jan. 10-11: Salomon Oasis Demo. 

• Jan. 24: Tubbs Romp to Stomp Out Breast 


Cancer, 3 and 5-K snowshoe walk. 

UVM Lane Series. UVM Recital Hall, Burling¬ 
ton. 7:30 p.m. 656-4455. 

• Dec. 5: Hesperus Wintergrace, early 
music/folk. 

• Feb. 6: Cephas and Wiggins, blues. 

• Feb. 11: Orlando Consort. Renaissance 
musie ensemble. 

Vermont Symphony Orchestra. Concerts. 
(800) VSO-9293. 

• Dec. 6: A Night at the Opera. Flynn Ctr., 
Burlington; 8 p.m. 

• Dec. 12: Pops Concert, Barre Opera House; 
7:30 p.m. 

• Dec. 13: Pops Concert. Flynn Ctr.. Burling¬ 
ton; 7:30 p.m. 

• Dec. 14: Pops Concert. Paramount Theatre, 
Rutland; 3 p.m. 

• Jan. 21: Fanners’ Night Concert. State House, 
Montpelier; 7:30 p.m. 

• Jan. 24: Masterworks Series Concert, Flynn 
Ctr., Burlington; 8 p.m. 

• Feb. 7: Waltz Night and Silent Auction. 
Radisson, Burlington; 6:30 p.m. 

Vermont Youth Orchestra. Concerts. 
655-5030. 

• Jan. 16: A Celebration of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 8 p.m., Dibden Aud., Johnson 
State College. 

• Jan. 18: A Celebration of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 3 p.m., Flynn Ctr., Burlington. 

Weston Playhouse. 824-6674. 

• Feb. 28: Bluegrass and Ole Time Country 
Musie Concert, 1-5 p.m. & 7-11 p.m. 


Sppecictl E<veints 


December 


1-31: Prelude to the Holidays. Various loca- 
tions. (800) 362-4144. 

5-7: Vt. International Fest. Celebra te cul- 
tural diversity through crafts, food, perform- 
ances and activities from around the world. 
Robert Miller Bldg., Champlain Valley Expo 
Ctr., Essex Jct. 863-6713. Chester’s Over- 
ture to Christmas. Yarious locations. 
875-2939. 

6: Bethel Christmas Bazaar. 9 a.m., St. An- 
thony’s Parish Hall. 234-5588. Stowe 
Christmas Fair. 9:30 a.m., Community 
Church. 253-7257 Montpelier Old Fash- 
ioned Holiday Fair. 9 a.m., Unitarian 
Church, Montpelier. 223-7861. 

13 Rutland Holiday Fair. 9 a.m., Holiday 
Inn. 287-5573 Coolidge Christmas Open 
House. 10 a.m.; carol service, 4:30 p.m., 
Coolidge State Historie Site, Plymouth 
Notch. 672-3773. Woodstock's Historie 
Holiday House Tours. 10 a.m.. village. 
457-3981. 

14: Antiąues Appraisal Day. 10 a.m.. 

Masonie Hall, Woodstock. 457-1009. 

14; Jan. 11; Feb. 8 Brownsville Roast Beef 
Suppers. 4-6 p.m., Methodist Church. 
484-5944. 

31 First Night Rutland. Includes two fire- 
works shows. 5 p.m.-midnight. 747-9090. 
First Night Burlington. 25 venues. 
Noon-midnight. 863-6005. First Night St. 
Johnsbury. 4 p.m.-midnight. (800) 639- 
6379- First Night Montpelier. 229-9408. 


January 


24: Vennont 50+ Expo. lor ages 50 and 
older. 9 a.m.. Sheraton, Burlington. 878-0051. 
27-29: Vt. Farm Show. Barre Civic Ctr. 
828-3490. 


February r 


14: Burlington Winter Fest. 10 a.m., Water- 
front Park and Radisson Hotel. 864-0123. 


Art.s Mtisic 

(See also Through the Season) 


December 


6-7: Burklyn Arts Council Christmas Mar¬ 
ket. Sat., 9 a.m.; Sun., 10 a.m., Lyndon 
Town Sch., Lyndonville. 626-5836. 

7: Thetford Chamber Singers. t: 30 & 7:30 
p.m., Congregational Church. 785-4273. 

13: A Celtic Christmas wlth the Boys of the 
Lough, concert. Fuller Hall. St. Johnsbury 
Academy. 748-2600. 

27: Manchester Musie Festival’s Holiday 
Concert. 5 & 8 p.m., First Congregational 
Church. 362-1956. 


January 


29-Feb. 15: Educating Rita. Thurs., 7:30 . 

p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 8 p.m.; Sun., 6:30 p.m. Satur¬ 
day matinee on Jan. 31, 2 p.m. Lost Nation 
Theater, Montpelier City Hall Arts Center. 
229-0492. 

SC 

February 

_1- 9 

5: Songs of Mili Workers. gallery talk. 7 
p.m., Heritage Winooski Mili Museum, 
Winooski. 655-9477. 

14: Manchester Musie Festival's Presi- 
dents’ Day Concert. 5 & 8 p.m. Cali for 
location. 362-1956. 


( )u tcloors 
Sp>or~ts 

(See also Through the Season) 


December 


20-21: NENSA Banknorth Eastern Cup. 

Bolton Yalley Resort. 434-3444. 


i 

! 


January 7 


11: Lakę Morey Winterfest. 10 a.m.-4 p.m, 
Hulbert Outdoor Ctr., Fairlee. 333-3549. 

16- 25: Stowe Winter Carnival. 253-7321. 

17- 18: National Marathon Speedskating 
Championships. 10 a.m. Lakę Morey, 
Fairlee. 649-3939. 


February 

14-15: 82nd Annual Harris Hill Skijump. 

90-meter international competition includ- 
ing U.S. & European jumpers. Noon; Cedar 
St., Brattleboro. 254-4565. 

21-22: Quechee Winter Carnival. Dewey 
Mills Pond. (866) 244-2570. 
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Green Mountain 

TRADER 

To advertise write: 

Vermont Life Classifieds, 

PO Box 283, 
Vergennes, VT 05491; 

or cali 802-877-2262; 
or fax 802 - 877 - 2949 ; 
or e-mail: info@GetSmartVT.com 



Antiqu.es 


MARIE MILLER QUILTS 

19th cenłury and 
early 20łh cenłury 

Rł. 30, Dorset, VT. 
802-867-5969 

www.antiquequilts.com 

Arts, Crafts , Gallery 

FlINCTIONAL STONEWARE DINNERWARE 

serving pieces, lamps, etc., featuring cobalt 
blue brushwork on wbite, gray or jadę back- 
ground. Custom online gift registry available. 
www. thistlehillpottery.com. 802-223-8926. 


B&B / Lodging 


Ali of Vermont, 
Close to Home 

Southeastern Vermont 
Bed & Breakfasts 

visit us atwww. SouthernVermontBnB.com 


WWW.THEINNATLOVERSLANE.COM. Sim- 
ple elegance in the heart of the Champlain 
Yalley. Near Middlebury and the Lakę. 


Businesses for Sale 

YERMONT BUSINESS BROKERS: Fine selec- 
tion of profitable Yermont Businesses for 
sale. Cali for extensive free catalog of list- 
ings. 802-985-2220. 
broker@vermontbusinessbrokers.com. 




Funii turę Makers 


GUILD OF YERMONT FURNITURE MAKERS: 

An organization of forty of Yermont s finest 
craftsmen. www/ vermontfurnituremakers.com 

WINDSOR CHAIRS AND SHAKER FURNI- 
TIJRE Handmade by Timothy Clark. 
Waltham. Yermont. www.TimothyClark.com. 


Jewelry 


¥ 

Vermont 

Bracelef 

bg KJmet Hand 


www.vermontbracelet.com 
14k ~ sterling ~18k 
Manchester, Vermont 

800 . 854.6388 

Worn by Yermonters 


Historie Tour 


SPEND A DAY WITH YERMONT HISTORY 

AT www.revolutionaryday.com/usroute7. 


Mail Order 


The Original New England 
Snow Rake: Clean snów off your carwith 
K ease without scratching 

jm the finish. Trusted by 

Kj car dealers for years. 

Sam Giammalvo’s Auto 508 ' 999'3213 
order on-line: www.samscars.com/rake 


Musie 


ACCORDIONS, BUTTON BOXES Concerti- 
nas, New, Used, Buy, Trade, Repairs. Cata- 
logues $5.00. Castiglione, Box 40YT, Warren. 
Mich. 48090, 1-586-755-6050. 


IN AND ABOUT DORSET, MANCHESTER 

and Southern Vennont. Fine country residen- 
tial properties and land. Fuli service multiple 
listing office. 802-867-5555, 

www.josiahallen.com 

HAVING COVERED THE ENTIRE STATE for 

the last three decades, perhaps I can help 
you. Brooks Barron Real Estate, 
www.brooksbarron.com. (802) 767-3398. 


Stoves 


AGA Cookers - 

All cast iron constniction for better 

/—wo^L 

tasting food. T\vo sizes. Ten porcelain 
enaniel colors. Three types of fuel. 


Classic Cookers • 90-303B Lower Bamcit Hill 

Hod 

Middlesex, YT 05602 .802-223-3620 j 



Yacation Rentals 


FREE YERMONT RENTALS MAGAZINE 

States largest guide to hundreds of photo 
listings of owners’ homes. 2nd guide covers 
Martha’s Vineyard, Nantucket & Cape Cod. 
Cali 1-800-628-0558 or see 10,200+ rentals 
Online in color at http://CyberRentals.com. 

STOWE ROMANTIC GETAWAY Private 
Mountain Cottage on stream. Hike/bike, 
x-c trails. Fireplace, Jacuzzi. 800-729-2980, 
www. B rass Lan te r n I n n. co m. 


Retreats 

MARRIAGE RETREATS with a professional 
couple, 20 years experience, 

www.marriagequest.org. 


Real Estate 


Vermont Property Owners Report 

A bimonthly newsletler for owners and buyers of 
Vermont real estate. We cover market trends, tax 
and legał matters, Act 60. State news, and morę. 
$47/year. Refund if not satisfied. Send check to: 

\ POR, Dept. G, P.O. Box 1564, Montpelier, VT 05601 
(To order by credit card, cali 802-229-2433) 


SUGARBUSH CONDOMINIUMS and 

Property Information. Sugarbush lnvestment 
Properties, 800-521-4550 or 

xvww.sugarbushvt.com . 

FIND YERMONT HOMES, land, fanns, busi¬ 
nesses. rentals, maps, info at 
www.vermont-home.com. Granger Real Estate, 
802-365-7600. 

RARRETT & COMPANY. Sales and rental of 
fine country property in southeast Yermont. 
Representing Sotheby s International Realty. 
(802) 843-2390. 

www.vermontpropertyforsale.com 

1761 HISTORIO HORSE/CATTLE FARM. 

Southern Yermont. 355 acres, two houses, 
seven bams and sheds. Cattle and eąuipment 
133 acres of hayfield. Ninę paddocks, riding 
trails. SI.500,000. Gary Carrier, 802-254-4508, 

www.cersosimo.com. 


STOWE CHALETS AND CONDOMINIUMS 

for the discriminating vacationer. Simoneau 
Realty, P.O. Box 1291, Stowe, VT 05672. 

(802) 253-4623- www.SimoneauRealty.com. 

SEE HUNDREDS OF VT YACATION 
RENTALS for rent by owners and agencies 
on-line at http://www.vermontproperty.com, 

THE SUGARHOUSE AT GRASSHOPPER 
HILL. Enjoy the experience of vacationing in 
a century-old sugarhouse nestled in a quiet 
Yermont hillside with all the comforts and 
conveniences you would expect in an excep- 
tional home including air conditioning. Fea- 
tured in the April 2001 issue of Yermont 
Magazine and the cover story in the Febru- 
ary 2001 issue of Builder/Architect magazine. 
Located in West Fairlee, YT. 802-333-4285, 
rkbailey@sover.net or 
www.grasshopperhillonline.com 

MACBAIN HOMESTEAD FARM YACATIONS 

Rooms and 3 bedroom apartment. Working 
farm. Heart of foliage. Skiing. hiking & 
snowmiobiling. Non-smoking. No pets, 
please. Reasonable rates. 4080 Mack Moun¬ 
tain Road. West Danville, VT 05873- 802-563- 
2025, macbain@kingcon.com. 

LAKESHORE HOUSE, B ARNARD, YT 

Beautifully restored home on Silver Lakę. 

Rent one of the two apartments or the entire 
property. 877-4YT-LAKE or 

www.lakeshorexT.com. 


www.vtlife.com 
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Postscript 



O n a sunny February day last winter, Kathrine Spoor, a teacher at the 
Mid Vermont Christian School in Quechee, gave her students an extra 
recess to enjoy the sun and snów. Outside, they built a chair of snow ; 
Alana Cannistraci sat in it, and things proceeded from there until Alana was 
almost covered in winter. She was dressed for the cold and could enjoy the joke. 
The photo was submitted for our Life in Vermont photo project, which nearly 
buried us in pictures. You can see our choices starting on page 28 of this issue. 


Kathrine Spoor 
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FREE PRODUCT INFORMATION 


Winter 2003-2004 
Do not use after March 31, 2004 


Send us this card for FREE information about products and seruices adoertised in this issue. 


Enter my subscription to 

Vermont Life (one year $15.95) 
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City /State/Zip._ SEND NO MONEY NOW. 

_ We'll bill you later (U.S.A. ordy) 

Circle the Reader Service Numbers for which you want morę information. 

(Numbers appear at bottom of most ads.) Please limit to 12 selections. 
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What is VL AdLink? 


Now you can reąuest information from 
participating Yermont Life advertisers via 
our Web site at WWWVTLIFE.COM. 



How does it work? 

• VisitWWW.VTLIFE.COM 

• Click on the VL AdLink icon. 

Here you can request information and/or link to adnertisers Web sites. 

• Fili in your information and hit “submit”. 

You ll receine information quickly via e-mail or regular mail. 

How long will it take to get information? 

Each business has a different method for processing inąuires so the re- 
sponse times will vary from a same-day e-mail message to a week or morę 
via the regular mail. 



We hope you find VL AdLink help ful and connenient. But y ifyou prefer, 
you can still request information via the Reader Sernice Card below. Sim- 
ply fili out the card and drop it in the mail. Allow three to five weeks for 
delinery of information using the card. 
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The Best Shopping Around 
Is Right Downtown. 


An exciting collection of Stores including: 

Williams-Sonoma Pottery Barn JCrew 

■ 

Gift certificates are available at the Burlington Town Center Customer Service Center. 
Good at all Burlington Town Center and Church Street Marketplace Stores. 

■ 

Two hours free parking in our garages Monday through Saturday. 

Free parking all day Sunday. 

BURLIN BTON 

TOWN CENTER 

Located on the Church Street Marketplace, Downtown Burlington, VT. Filene’s Department Storę, plus morę shops. 
Mail hours: Monday through Saturday 9:30am to 9:00pm; Sunday 11:00am to 6:00pm. Customer Service 802-658-2545. 


Managed by Kravco Company. 



























































What you get at the 
end of the day... 



The road toward great productivity starts with talented, motivated 
employees. And no one is morę driven than the skilled and professional 
people of Vermont. With a proud tradition and a strong work ethic, 
Vermont is home to some of the world’s best and most highly educated 
workers - engineers, programmers, technicians, manufacturers, 
craftspeople, professionals and morę. We fully appreciate the 
Vermont lifes tyle... and we work hard to keep it. Driven? Yes. 

Traffic? Not a problem! 


Vermont...it's about 

the people. 


To learn morę, eon tac t Kevin Dorn, Secretary 
of Commerce at 1-800-WeDoBiz (1-800-933-6249) 
or kevin.dorn@state.vt.us. 



YERMCW 


Department of Economic Developme 
www.thinkvermont.com/WeDoE 








